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September 2020
Pilgrim
United Church of Christ
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

CONTACT INFORMATION

Office:
Phone:
Fax:

330.928.4847
330.928.1017

Staff & E-Mail:
Pastor: Rev. Glen Shedlock

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:

Open Position

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director: Benjamin Knight
Secretary: Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Website: www.pilgrimcf.org
You’ll find electronic versions of The
Pilgrim Spire, Calendar, and more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in
the next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
An electronic version of the Monthly Spire
is available by email, if you would like to
save postage. Just contact the church
office.

Address changes? Contact the office.

Thank you!
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Pastor’s Parable
Some of the most common refrains I hear from church folks is, “I
didn’t know about that” or, “No one told me about that” or, “I wish I had
known about that sooner.” Keeping people informed about what’s
going on in the life of their church is an issue that plagues pastors and
church leaders everywhere. It seems in spite of the vast array of
media at our disposal - weekly newsletters, monthly newsletters,
emails, bulletin boards, and inserts in our Sunday morning bulletins –
we continue to search for other ways to help folks be engaged in the
life of their congregation. While the global pandemic is challenging us
to rethink many of our long-held perceptions of what it means to be
church, it is also reminding us just how important it is for us to be
connected to each other in meaningful ways that keep us spiritually
engaged, even when being together physically is not an option.
I learned a long time ago that no church will ever achieve
communication nirvana. While there is no rabbit in the hat that will
magically do the trick, that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t continue trying
to improve our communication. The leadership of Pilgrim UCC has
enthusiastically chosen to initiate an automated phone system
designed to notify members of the congregation of important news
and information in an efficient and timely manner. Until now, if there
was an urgent message for the congregation, every person had to be
called individually, which was extremely time consuming and
inefficient. The mere thought of having to call everyone separately
was a deterrent to “getting the word out.” That is no longer the case.
If there is an emergency involving the church, one call reaches
everyone within minutes. If there is a death in the congregation, one
call notifies the church family and invites them to surround the grieving
loved ones with love and prayer. If inclement weather requires that
Sunday morning worship be cancelled, one call takes care of it
promptly and efficiently, helping to ensure everyone’s safety. If there
is an important event happening at the church, one call reminds the
entire congregation, so no one forgets and misses out. This
notification system also allows us to send emails and texts with the
same efficiency and convenience as phone calls.
On Monday, September 7, you will receive a call from the following
number: 877-698-3261. Please answer the call. There will be a brief
alert tone, followed by a statement letting you know that you are about
to hear an important message from Pilgrim United Church of Christ.
You will then hear a brief introductory message from yours truly (we
tried to get James Earl Jones to do it, but that was a bust, so you’re
stuck with me.) Although you are free to opt out of the system at any
time by following the instructions at the end of the call, we are asking
everyone to “test drive” the program for a few weeks before removing
yourself from the call list. We value your involvement and we want
you to stay closely connected to our life together. If you have any
questions about this communication program, please call the church
office.
Shalom!
Rev. Glen Shedlock

ANNIVERSARY
Date - Name (Years)
09/09 - Adam & Janna Redd (20)
09/29 - Bobby & Jessica Freeman (2)

COUNCIL

BIRTHDAY’S
Date — Name (Age)
09/01 - Martha Mussetter
09/003 - Cindy Smith
09/06 - Thelma Viola
09/07 - Janis Morgan
09/10 - Tom Woodburn
09/15 - Peg Ewart
09/17 - Janet Ewart
09/22 - Adam Kump
09/23 - Mark Petrusky
09/24 - Polly McCallum
09/27 - Jackie Wanclovic
09/28 - Glen Shedlock
09/30 - Kyle Cochran (12)
09/30 - Michael Subichin

Next Council Meeting is…
Monday, September 21, 2020
at 6:30 p.m.

DIACONATE
Next Diaconate Meeting is…
To Be Announced!

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation needs your help with the following projects!
Save your Acme receipts for the Community Cash Back program. It began on
August 1st and runs through December 26th. You can keep the tapes at home until
we meet in person once more.
 Do you enjoy reading aloud to young children? We invite you to share a story
on-line for the church web page! We have a nice selection of books in the
children’s library that are ready for you to pick from, and will arrange for a person
to help record your reading.
 Are you good at organizing? Our art supplies needed to be moved to make
room for the Montessori School and are now in need of much attention. It will take
several sessions to get everything into a logical system. Maybe we’ll work a
couple of hours, and then have a time of fellowship and lunch!


Contact Kathie R., Cindy S., Sandi I., or Kelly G. in the office to help us to meet the
needs of our families!
Kathi Richards
MEETINGS
Stewardship: 09/13 @ 11:45 am
By Skype

Trustees: 09/14 @ 7:00 pm
By Skype

Diaconate: To Be Announced

Council: 09/21 @ 6:30 pm
By Skype

Faith Formation: To Be Announced

Music Committee: To Be Announced
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MODERATOR’S
The church web page has been reconfigured.
The meditations and services from the past months have been archived.
Ask the secretary to send them out to you.
Kathie Richards

MUSIC
A full month has passed with Benjamin Knight as Pilgrim’s Music Director.
Thank you Benjamin for sharing your talents with Pilgrim United Church of Christ.

PILGRIM COMMUNITY LUNCH
The Pilgrim blessing box is up and loaded!
To be successful, take what you need or leave what you can to help others.
There is a camera that will tell Crystal who is using the blessing box, after an
attempt to remove the cabinet.

PILGRIM OFFICE INFORMATION
The October Spire information is due in the Pilgrim office by September 18, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.
Currently, looking into Zoom meetings that allow people to participate in worship & fellowship by
phone.
Kelly Gerstenberger, Secretary!

PRAYERS FOR PILGRIMS
Extra prayers for my son Jeff recovering from back surgery. Hope and wish that he will be able to walk again.
The family and friends of the Opritza family, adjusting to a new normal, following the death of Mark’s brother
Steve.
Absorbent Minds Montessori School beginning the 2020-2021 school year!
Praise for the joy and laughter of the children.
Strength, health, & endurance of the first responders, & medical personnel on the front lines of COVID-19.
Plentiful Summer garden produce.
The weather allowing for outside activities.
Prayers for those healing physically, mentally and spiritually.
Prayers for the leadership of our nation to care about all people everywhere and act accordingly.
Praise for the reminder of God’s creation with changing of the seasons from summer to fall.

STEWARDSHIP
Neighbors In Need offering is set for September 27, 2020.
See the information attached.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of giving to this important 5 for 5 UCC Fund.

TREASURER
It was good to see many of you at the parking lot service last Sunday. In another way, I also feel
like I see you when I come in every Sunday to deposit the contribution envelopes waiting for me in
my office. I continue to be inspired and grateful for the faithful financial support shown by the
congregation. As we move into the fall, we all look forward to the spiritual leadership of Rev.
Shedlock and the music of Benjamin Knight. We also eagerly wait for the time when we can return
to what looks normal on Sunday. Until that can happen, I thank you for your considerate response
to Pilgrim’s financial needs.
John Richards
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TRUSTEES
Summer at Pilgrim UCC…
has been anything other than quiet. Especially after the COVID-19 closing back in March. We
scrambled to organize (3) Sunday Worship Parking Lot services, June 14, 21, and 28th. It allowed the
congregation to see Pastor Kirk, and to celebrate the end to his 20 years of service. Soon after the July 4 th
weekend, work began to welcome our interim minister and re-open for our outside groups. All the furniture in
the Nursery, Children’s Library, Adult Library, and Pastor’s office was removed to allow Stanley Steemer to
deep clean all the carpets. The window wall in the Pastor’s office was painted, and Rev. Glen was able to
arrange the office prior to his starting day of 27-July-2020.
The libraries still need work, with the focus on easy to clean surfaces, the floor plans are still being sorted
out. (Only put back what is essential, and the rest can be stored.)
Masks are required in the building and the cleaning kits are readily available in the allowed spaces.
Our Thursday night EA group has returned holding hybrid meetings in the Adult Library, (In-person and virtual
-ZOOM, maintaining 6 feet distancing and wearing masks.)
Our Tuesday night AA group Broad Blvd has been welcomed to use the Social Hall with tables and chairs
to provide the 6 foot distancing. Due to the great summer evenings, they have opted to gather in the
southwest corner of the parking lot until the weather does not allow.
Suppose you had shop space rented to a carpenter that makes stools, and this carpenter also has a
second shop that makes stools; and due to COVID-19, this carpenter no longer can sell enough stools and
needs to combine the 2 shops. On the evening of August 2nd John & Brandy Franks called to say they had to
close a school and would Pilgrim be able to provide space to welcome the additional classes. The Trustees
affirmed the decision, and the hunt for proper space, moving furniture, painting, and loads of cleaning
occupied the next 2 weeks as AMMS prepared for the first day of classed on Monday 24-Aug. The school is
still adjusting as needed. The playground has been mulched, and grass seeded to fill in the bare (muddy)
spots. The rain this week has helped the new grass grow. There are (2) screen panel walls in the Social Hall
to separate class groups that can be easily cleaned daily.
We held our first Sunday Worship Parking Lot Service on 28-Aug to welcome Rev. Glen. And more will be
announced soon.
On a personal note, I appreciate how faithful the weekly contributions have been and all your support and
prayers that bind us together until we can meet again in person, greet each other and close out our time
together holding hands in a circle, “May God be with you till we meet again…” Shalom, Dan Gerstenberger

The Heartland Conference
To connect with information from the conference office go to:

http://www.heartlanducc.org/

THANK YOU’S
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your donation to Chapel Hill Community. Your kindness helps to support the care that
empowers the residents to live abundantly. Financial support creates a more fulfilled life for
residents where they experience community, wholeness, and peace.
Imagine a world where life in retirement is filled with meaning, purpose and joy. Where society’s
older adults are energized and look forward with hope, anticipating a bright future. Once they feel
secure in their ability to meet the inevitable changes and challenges that lie ahead, each day brings
a new sense of abundance. This is abundant aging. This is what we strive for and what you help
make happen.
In this new decade of service, we are comforted knowing supporters like you are standing with us in
our mission. We are grateful for your philanthropy on behalf of those we serve at
United Church Homes.
With gratitude,
Rev. Beth Long-Higgins
Executive Director,
Ruth Frost Parker Center for Abundant Aging
United Church Homes
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The Living Water Association of the Heartland Conference
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ

September 2020 ~ Calendar

1

2

6:45—9:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
Social Hall

6

7

Worship on the
Website or
Facebook

13 Faith

Formation Sunday
10:30 am Parking
Lot Service
11:45 am
Stewardship,
Skype Meeting

20

Worship on the
Website or
Facebook
11:30 am Music
Committee, TBA

14
3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL
6:30 Diaconate
mtg, Adult Library

3-7am WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Children’s
Library
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Adult Library
4:30-7pm WRSSCello

3

4

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

Neighbors In
Need begins!

10

11

12

19

8

9

1:45-5 pm WRRS,
Violin, CL
6:45-9:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
Social Hall

3-7am WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Children’s
Library
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Adult Library
4:30-7pm WRSSCello

15

16

17

18

3-7am WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Children’s
Library
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Adult Library
4:30-7pm WRSSCello

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

5:00 p.m. Deadline 12:00 Noon—3:00 pm
Akron Multi-District AA mtg,
September Spire
Social Hall
Information

25

1:45-5 pm WRRS,
Violin, CL
6:45-9:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
Social Hall

7 pm Trustees mtg,
Skype

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

21

22

23

24

3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL

1:45-5 pm WRRS,
Violin, CL
6:45-9:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
Social Hall

3-7am WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Children’s
Library
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Adult Library
4:30-7pm WRSSCello

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

6:30 p.m. Council
mtg,, Skype Mtg.
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27

28 Yom Kippur 29

Worship on the
Website or
Facebook

3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL

10:00 am- 2:00 pm
Pilgrim’s Community
Lunch, SH & K

26

30

1:45-5 pm WRRS,
Violin, CL
6:45-9:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
Social Hall

3-7am WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Children’s
Library
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
On-Line/Adult Library
4:30-7pm WRSSCello

The Blessing Box is ready to be used by those in need!

Group Key:
AMMS=Absorbent Minds Montessori School
AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
BHG=Broad Highway Group
CS=Cub Scouts
EA=Emotions Anonymous
FF=Faith Formation
GS=Girl Scouts
PCL=Pilgrim’s Community Lunch
WRSS=Western Reserve Suzuki School
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OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Website:
www.pilgrimcf.org
Facebook:
Cuyahoga Falls Pilgrim
United Church of Christ

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
RGR=Rev. Greene Room
AT=Attic
SA=Sanctuary
C=Classroom
SH=Social Hall
CL=Children’s Library
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

September 2020 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship

Website
Facebook
YouTube

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Glen Shedlock
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Open Position
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Benjamin Knight
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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