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CONTACT INFORMATION

Office:
Phone:
Fax:

330.928.4847
330.928.1017

Staff & E-Mail:
Pastor: Rev. Glen Shedlock

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:

Open Position

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director: Benjamin Knight
Secretary: Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Website: www.pilgrimcf.org
You’ll find electronic versions of The
Pilgrim Spire, Calendar, and more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in
the next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
An electronic version of the Monthly Spire
is available by email, if you would like to
save postage. Just contact the church
office.

Address changes? Contact the office.

Thank you!
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Pastor’s Parable
Ordinarily, given the fact that we are beginning the month of
November, I would use this newsletter space to wax eloquent
about something related to the Thanksgiving holiday. I would
probably cite the passage from Philippians (4:4-7), where Paul tells
the Christians of Philippi: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say
it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”
Ordinarily, I would talk about how important it is for us to “count
our blessings” and “be grateful for all we have;” but I am keenly
aware that the times in which live are anything but ordinary. I don’t
think I need to list all the things that have made this year especially
difficult and challenging, because we all know what they are, and
we also know the toll these challenges are taking on us, individually
and collectively. To be honest, it feels somewhat disingenuous to
talk about rejoicing and being thankful amid such chaos and
upheaval. For people who are struggling emotionally or spiritually,
for those who are just trying to keep it together, for those who are
overwhelmed with feelings of loneliness, anger, frustration,
helplessness or depression, such admonitions can come across as
being insensitive or out of touch with reality. After all, it’s hard to
rejoice and be thankful when you feel like your ship is sinking or
your heart is broken. I understand that, I really do.
I am not suggesting that we just “fake it till we make it,” put on
masks of false piety, or manufacture feelings that aren’t real or
sincere, just because we think that’s what a “good Christian” is
supposed to do. I am suggesting instead that we consider
approaching our rejoicing and being thankful from a place of
honesty and truthfulness, that in our prayers we offer to God
exactly what we are feeling - our heartaches, our anger, our
fears - because such honesty creates a holy space for God to join
us where we are to comfort us with love. Rejoicing is more than
being happy and thanksgiving is more than a feeling; they are
spiritual experiences that begin with honesty, make space for love,
and end with a peace that surpasses our understanding.
As the storms rage around and within us, may these words from
the hymn “My Life Flows On” remind you Who and Whose you are:
“No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that rock I'm
clinging. Since love is lord of heaven and earth How can I keep
from singing?”
Pastor Glen Shedlock

ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAY’S

Date - Name (Years)

Date — Name (Age)

11/16 - Michael & Katherine Subichin (7)

11/04 - Don Robart
11/04 - Crystal Wagner
11/06 - Donna Ford
11/13 - Kacy Wagner
11/16 - Mark Holzapfel
11/16 - Don Neill
11/20 - Rich Gill
11/27 - Chuck Glanville
11/29 - Karen Day
11/29 - Ruth Fowler

11/23 - Jason & Terry VanHorn (23)

COUNCIL
Next Council Meeting is…
Monday, November 16, 2020
at 6:30 p.m. via Skype

DIACONATE
Next Diaconate Meeting is…
November 9, 2020 Location to be determined

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation needs your help with the following projects!






Save your Acme receipts for the Community Cash Back program. It began on
August 1st and runs through December 26th. You can keep the tapes at home
until we meet in person once more.
Do you enjoy reading aloud to young children? We invite you to share a story
on-line for the church web page! We have a nice selection of books in the
children’s library that are ready for you to pick from, and will arrange for a
person to help record your reading.
Are you good at organizing? Our art supplies needed to be moved to make
room for the Montessori School and are now in need of much attention. It will
take several sessions to get everything into a logical system. Maybe we’ll work
a couple of hours, and then have a time of fellowship and lunch!

Contact Kathie R., Cindy S., Sandi I., or Kelly G. in the office to help us to meet the
needs of our families!
Kathie Richards
MEETINGS
Stewardship: November 4, 2020 @ 1:00pm

Trustees: November 9, 2020 @ 7:00pm

Diaconate: November 9, 2020 @ 6:30pm

Council: November 16, 2020 @ 6:30pm

Faith Formation: To Be Announced

Music Committee: To Be Announced
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NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN - AKA - PILGRIM COMMUNITY LUNCH
We've had a good month for Pilgrim Community lunch. Our second Saturday lunch
went well and we served 45 meals. We will continue to serve lunch every Tuesday
and Thursday at noon until the weather gets too bad to walk to the church. We serve
about 30 meals daily and most of our guests walk to the church.
I want to send out a big thank you to Rich Shisler, Sandi Ignizio and Jim Howell.
Their help is what keeps the program running. I'd also like to thank Jo Kindle and
Kathy Richards for the delicious homemade goodies for dessert.
The Blessing Box is a huge success. We have about 20 visitors to the box weekly. Everyone is
honoring the motto of the box "Take what you need, Leave what you can. Several members of the
congregation have offered donations also. Some folks have asked what we need in the box so I
thought I would start a donation of the month so we can stock up on some of the things I can't buy at
the Dollar Tree.
The donation for November is women's hygiene products in the essentials level and potted
meats like Spam, tuna, Vienna sausages and canned chicken. Donations can be left with Kelly in
the office.
I once again want to thank everyone who is making the program a success. We are truly blessed.
Crystal Wagner

STEWARDSHIP
Neighbors In Need offerings COLLECTED through October are $155.00.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of giving to this important 5 for 5 UCC Fund.
Good Neighbors is planning their Annual Christmas Event to
provide food and gifts to over 600 families on December 15th, 16th, and 17th. The pick-up site has
changed to the former World Auto Net across from Moe’s at 2374 Front St.
So, Good Neighbors is in need of NEW toys, games, and gifts for children and teens.
Monetary donations to purchase gifts, turkeys, and hams may be sent to CFGN, P.O. Box 233,
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222 OR at their website: cfgoodneighbors.org
Donations may be dropped off on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at
17422nd St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio across from St. Joseph’s Church between Sackett and
Chestnut.
Stewardship Board
Our Calling: Three Great Loves
By the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President
“Three Great Loves,” a shared initiative of United Church of Christ congregations,
conferences, and the national setting, engages all of us in faith-inspired work for a
more just world. Together, we change lives.

This initiative reflects the deep purpose, mission, and vision of our Christian movement.
Our purpose arises from Jesus’ greatest commandment: we will love the Lord our God with our whole heart,
mind, soul and strength; and our neighbor as ourselves.
Every congregation names its mission slightly differently, but as I travel around the country, I find our
congregations living out their purpose through a missional commitment to love, welcome, and justice.
Spoken in different ways, we share a common mission: united by the Holy Spirit and inspired by God’s grace,
we love all, welcome all, and seek justice for all.
Our mission as the United Church of Christ points towards a shared vision: a just world for all.
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Many of us came to the United Church of Christ because of this sense of purpose, mission, and vision. But
we need to ensure we do more than speak words. We make our commitment real by embracing
Three Great Loves:
The love of Neighbor
The love of Children
The love of Creation
Over the next few weeks, leaders in your congregation will share stories of the ways your congregation and
our wider movement live out these Three Great Loves. And then, you will be asked to make a commitment
of financial support to the work of your local congregation and the wider United Church of Christ.
We believe an entire Christian movement that is willing to engage in an extended time of mission to serve
these "Three Great Loves" can change the world. We know that your part in this mission matters – no matter
where
you
are
located
or
how
large
or
small
your
community.
Friends, the world needs our great love. Together, our love for the world can transform it.

Dear Friends,
Martin Luther King once called love “the most durable power in the world.” As he explained, “Hatred
and bitterness can never cure the disease of fear; only love can do that. Hatred paralyzes life; love
releases it. Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it. Hatred darkens life; love illuminates it.”
In the United Church of Christ, we hear God calling us to Three Great Loves. Love of Neighbor.
Love of Children. Love of Creation.
Love becomes trite when we quote it but don’t work for its realization in our lives. But in the United
Church of Christ we give ourselves to answering God’s call to love.
Across the country, congregations like Covina Community Church in Covina, CA, reach out in love to
their neighbors. The congregation had become Open and Affirming and hung a rainbow flag
outside the sanctuary. But Pastor Lee Yates wondered, “How was that going to undo centuries of
hurt, often inflicted by Church?” People shared stories of how they experienced exclusion and
shame in other church communities. In response, the congregation learned about homophobia and
then held a Rainbow Day, using the scriptural story of David and Jonathan as inspiration for
worship. They invited the whole community, provided a celebratory meal, and organized workshops
with nonprofit partners who served the LGBTQIA+ community. The public celebration of love
transformed them. A small congregation that averaged 20 on a Sunday hosted an event for 80+ and
found themselves on the front page of the newspaper. This began a process of growth and
maturation of their advocacy voice.
Like Covina Community Church, we strive to courageously love all the time.
The annual stewardship campaign, which begins on Sunday, provides the resources our
congregation and the wider United Church of Christ need to answer God’s call to love. Over the
next four weeks, we will talk about the ways God calls us to love children, our neighbor, and
creation. Generosity to the annual campaign assures that our congregation can faithfully answer
God’s call to love.
With gratitude,
Rev. Glen Shedlock
Transitional Pastor
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TREASURER
Refer to the letter sent to each member and friend.

TRUSTEES
Dear Pilgrim Family,
I miss you. We all miss you.
Our #1 priority as we put together our plan is an approach that will keep our members safe. And
feel safe entering your sacred space.

The safest approach would be to remain home until a vaccine is widely available.
We realize that worship is a significant part of our faith journey. We will continue to offer the online
worship experience through a video posted on the PilgrimCF.org website. We also make it available
on Facebook and our YouTube channel.
The Pilgrim Council has been continuously monitoring the news regarding COVID-19 and the state’s
recommendations regarding health and safety. Currently, our alert level changes in Summit County.
Summit County currently at level
. Council has agreed that Summit County needs to be at level
for 14 days before we can worship together safely in the sanctuary. We have put together
a number of guidelines that are essential for us to be able to safely worship together with the
permission of Trinity United Church of Christ, Wadsworth.

To check the status of Summit County, go to: https://www.scph.org/covid/about-covid-19 and click
on “Summit County Dashboard” on the right of the home screen.
Please read over the COVID-19 Plan for Sunday Worship that follows.
Thank you for your love and support,
Dan Gerstenberger, Trustee Chair

COVID-19 Plan for Sunday Worship
 If you don’t feel good – STAY HOME.
 Please enter the building through the parking lot doors and straight thru to the ramp door.
 Masks will be mandatory for attending worship. Please have your mask on (covering nose and
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mouth) before entering the church. If you do not have a mask, a limited supply will be available at
the entryway to be picked up.
Temperatures will be checked at the parking lot door with an infrared thermometer.
• Those with temperatures over 100.4 will be asked to return home for their own safety and for the
safety of others.
Please use hand sanitizer on your way into the building.
• Hand sanitizing stations will be available at the entrance as well as bottles of sanitizer throughout the
church.
• We invite you to bring your own as well.
Please keep in mind there can be no hugging, handshaking, or congregating in the church.
• We ask that you proceed to the sanctuary to find your seat upon your arrival.
• Ushers will guide you to an available pew.
We ask that you enter the pews from the back of the center aisle as you are able.
• When entering the pew, please enter and continue to the end of the pew so others do not have to go
around you.
We ask that only households/families sit together.
• Every other pew in the sanctuary will be closed off.
Available pews will have designated areas taped off to keep the appropriate 6 feet of social distance
from anyone outside of one’s own household.

 A number of elements within our worship experience will be changed for the time being.
• There will be no congregational singing of hymns or responses.
• The choir will not be present.
 Through singing, the coronavirus has the potential to spread in respiratory aerosols, which may

linger in the air, floating farther than the six feet commonly prescribed for social distancing.

• We will not be “Passing the Peace of Christ.”
• Offering Plates will not be passed.
 An offering box will be positioned at the entrance to the sanctuary. Please drop your offering in




the box when entering or exiting the sanctuary. We invite you to continue mailing in your
offering or give online. See our website at http://www.pilgrimcf.org .
• At the end of the service you will be invited to exit the sanctuary one row at a time (similar to
weddings).
 We ask that you proceed to the ramp door exit and not to linger in the courtyard or hallway.
• There will not be a coffee hour for the foreseeable future.
• Restrooms will be available.
 We ask that only persons from the same household be in the restrooms at one time.
 Wipes will be made available in the restrooms if you feel the need to sanitize any surfaces.
• Not all areas of the church will be made available. Please do not enter the areas that are closed off.
 This will allow us to focus our sanitizing after worship and throughout the week on the main
areas of our building.
Anyone unwilling to comply to help keep everyone safe will be asked to worship with us from
home.
Other Activities on Sundays and throughout the week:
• Outside of worship, no large gatherings will be held in our church facility.
• The State of Ohio recommends limiting indoor gatherings to 10 people and allowing large
gatherings will affect our ability to sanitize appropriately.
• Children and Youth Sunday School will not be meeting at the church at this time.
• The Fellowship Hall will be available for Church boards and committees with the recommendation that
physical distancing of 6 feet be practiced and masks be worn.
 Each group must sanitize tables, chairs, restrooms (toilet seats, handles, faucets), and
door handles following their meeting.
• Small Group gatherings of no more than 10 people can be held in Social Hall/or any specific location
with attention to recommended physical distancing (6 feet apart) and wearing face masks.
 Each group must sanitize tables, chairs, restrooms (toilet seats, handles, faucets), and door
handles following their meeting. (AA Tuesday and EA Thursday)
• We ask that you limit your visits to the church during the week and masks must be worn during visits.
• Staff are being asked to wear masks in shared spaces.
• Please refrain from entering the staff offices without permission and allow them their safe space.

The original was written by Rev. Adam S. Marquette and the leadership at Trinity United
Church of Christ, Wadsworth, and adjusted by D. Gerstenberger to fit the direction Pilgrim
UCC is going.

SMALL GROUP MEETINGS
Beginning on Sunday, November 8th and continuing each Sunday through November,
small groups of 10 people are invited to participate in a meet and greet conversation
with Rev. Glen Shedlock, Transitional Pastor, (and his wife, Missi), for either…
10:00 am - 10:45 am OR 11:00 am - 11:45 am.
Please contact the office to schedule your time slot.
This will be on a first come, first served basis.
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The Living Water Association of the Heartland Conference
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AGENDA
8:45 am Signing in to zoom/ Registration & gathering
9:00 am Call to celebrate the Ministry of the
Association
9:15am Worship, Message by Bishop Yvette Fludner
10:30 am Break
10:45 am Celebrating the spiritual work of the
Association
 Constitutional amendments
 Closing congregations & Congregations joining us on
the spiritual journey
 Visioning our spiritual calling for the coming year
 2021 Proposed plan for Resourcing the Association’s
Ministry
 Electing new leadership & installing them for their
tasks
 Heartland Conference Restructuring update
11:45 pm Closing ritual
12 pm Adjourn

Bishop Yvette Flunder,

Senior Pas-tor, City of Refuge UCC,
Oakland, CA is a native San Franciscan

and third
generation preacher with roots in the Church of God
in Christ.

Be careful then how you live, as wise people, make most of the time,
under-stand the will of God, be filled with the Spirit, sing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, make melody to the Lord in your
hearts, and give thanks to God in Jesus Christ. Eph. 5: 15-20,
adapted
Make sure to read the Annual meeting
reports and document posted on the
registration page on our website.

Bishop Flunder is an ordained minister of the United
Church of Christ and holds both masters and doctorate
degrees ministry from the Pacific School of Religion
The WATCH - PARTY has been cancelled on
and the San Francisco Theological Seminary.
In 2003, she was appointed Presiding Bishop of The
Fellowship of Affirming Ministries, a multidenominational coalition of over 56 churches and
faith-based organizations from around the world.
Bishop Flunder is a trustee and adjunct professor at
the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, CA. She is
an active voice for the Religion Council of the Human
Rights Campaign, and the National Black Justice
Coalition.
Bishop Flunder is a highly sought after preacher and
religious educator as evidenced by her having spoken
at divinity schools nationwide including Duke, Yale,
Drew, and the New York Theological Seminary. She
is the author of Where the Edge Gathers: A Theology
of Homiletic Radical Inclusion.
In addition to her memorable sermons, Bishop
Flunder is also known for her beautiful singing voice,
and her gospel recordings with Walter Hawkins and
the Family, the City of Refuge Choir and Chanticleer.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH.
PLEASE register by going to the website below.
Deadline: NOVEMBER 4th

There is no cost to register.

To connect to The Living Water Association, cut & paste
the following into your search bar:

www.livingwaterone.org

Pilgrim United Church of Christ

November 2020 ~ Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday
1 All Saints Day 2
Worship on the
Website, YouTube
or Facebook

3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL

8 Stewardship 9
Sunday
Worship on the
Website, YouTube
or Facebook

15

Worship on the
Website, YouTube
or Facebook

- Hope

Worship on the
Website, YouTube
or Facebook

10

6

Saturday
7
9-10:45 am WRSSRehearsal, SH & HR

3-5pm Legacy Barbershop Quartet, HR
4-7pm WRSS-Violin, OnLine/CL
4:30-7pm WRSS-Cello,
AL

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

11

12

13

14

10:00 am- 2:00 pm
Pilgrim’s Community
Lunch, SH & K

4:30-6:30 pm WRRS, 3-5pm Legacy Barber
Violin, CL
-shop Quartet, HR
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
6:45-9:00 pm
On-Line/CL
Broad Highway AA,
4:30-7pm WRSS7 pm Trustees mtg, Social Hall
Cello, AL
Skype

6:30 pm CS #3186
Den Meetings, SH

16

19

20

6:30 pm CS #3186
Den Meetings, SH

5:00 p.m. Deadline 12:00 Noon—3:00 pm
DECEMBER Spire Akron Multi-District AA mtg,
Social Hall
Information

3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL

22Thanksgiving 23

29 Advent

4:30-6:30 pm WRRS,
Violin, CL
6:45-9:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
Social Hall

5

1:00pm Stewardship 6:30 pm CS #3186
Meeting, CL
Den Meetings, SH

3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL
6:30 Diaconate
mtg, TBA

6:30 p.m. Council
mtg,, Skype Mtg.

Sunday
Worship on the
Website, YouTube
or Facebook

3 PLEASE VOTE - 4
ELECTION DAY

Friday

Wednesday Thursday

3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL

17

18

4:30-6:30 pm WRRS, 3-5pm Legacy Barber
Violin, CL
-shop Quartet, HR
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
6:45-9:00 pm
On-Line/CL
Broad Highway AA,
4:30-7pm WRSSSocial Hall
Cello, AL

24

25

4:30-6:30 pm WRRS, 3-5pm Legacy Barber
Violin, CL
-shop Quartet, HR
4-7pm WRSS-Violin,
6:45-9:00 pm
On-Line/CL
Broad Highway AA,
4:30-7pm WRSSSocial Hall
Cello, AL

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

2 - 4 pm CS #3186 Rain
Gutter Regatta, SH

26 Thanksgiving 27
Offices Closed

21

28

Offices Closed

NO CS #3186 Den
Meetings
7:30—9:00 pm
Emotions Anonymous
Adult Library

30
3:30-7 pm WRSSViolin, CL

The Blessing Box continues to Bless our Community. Thank you for “Giving what you can, and Taking what
you need.”

Photo by <a href="/photographer/4score-40145">Mark Anderson</a> from <a href="https://freeimages.com/">FreeImages</a>

Group Key:
AMMS=Absorbent Minds Montessori
School
AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
BHG=Broad Highway Group
CS=Cub Scouts
EA=Emotions Anonymous
PCL=Pilgrim’s Community Lunch
WRSS=Western Reserve Suzuki School
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OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Website:
www.pilgrimcf.org
Facebook:
Cuyahoga Falls Pilgrim
United Church of Christ

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
SA=Sanctuary
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Library
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
RGR=Rev. Greene Room
SH=Social Hall

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

November 2020 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship

Website
Facebook
YouTube

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Glen Shedlock
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Open Position
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Benjamin Knight
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10

Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

