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The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in the
next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
An electronic version of the Monthly Spire
is available by email, if you would like to
save postage. Just contact the church
office.
Address changes? Contact the office.

Thank you!
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Pastor’s Parable
As Pastor Kirk is with his family, this Pastor’s Parable
will focus on Pilgrim’s ongoing Stewardship.
Most of us have some type of relationship with food.
Even in our speaking we use idioms referencing foods such
as, “the fruits of one’s labor” (the results of one’s work), “bear
fruit” (yield good work), and “a tree is known by its fruit”
(people judge character by what is done).
Fruit, essentially, is a standard of measurement, even
within the walls of Pilgrim. I’d like to suggest that the fruits of
Pilgrim’s ministry includes: Free Community Lunch program
on the second Saturday of the month, generous giving of
food and clothing to Good Neighbors, supporting Family
Promise, Hope Homes and S.A.R.A.—Sharing America’s
Resources Abroad with our benevolence dollars.
Perhaps others have come to mind! Pilgrim’s music
program with the choir and hand bells enhancing our worship
every Sunday. Or the weekly enjoyment of Pilgrim’s
youngest blessings during Rev. Bruce’s Children’s Sermons,
Faith Focus, or Social Hours. How about hospitality as a fruit
of Pilgrim? Sure we shake hands during worship and share
fellowship during social hour. Pilgrim also welcomes various
groups each week that meet here for school, violin, cello and
voice lessons; 12-step groups; Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts.
So what are Pilgrim’s fruits really? I would like to suggest
that all of above ministries make up the gospel message of
Pilgrim, “being the hands and feet of Jesus in our world” or
Pilgrim’s fruits. Each one of us has a responsibility to
Pilgrim’s faith community by contributing to the “fruit-bowl.”
The question is, how will our “fruitfulness” (our time, talent
and treasure) meet Pilgrim’s ever-increasing needs within
our walls, our community and our world?
Please think and pray on the following question:
As a part of Pilgrim’s faith community, how will I bring myself,
my giftedness and my treasures to Pilgrim, to be a blessing
in Pilgrim’s work, Pilgrim’s faith, and Pilgrim’s giving back to
the world?
Fruit-fully yours, Kelly Gerstenberger

Happy
Anniversary

Happy
Birthday

Date—Name (Years)
11/3 David & Barbara Filing (16)
11/16 Michael & Katharine Subichin (5)
11/23 Jason & Terry Van Horn (21)

Date—Name (Child’s Age)
11/1 Holly Haller
11/4 Don Robart
11/4 Crystal Wagner
11/6 Donna Ford
11/11 Cady Danemiller
11/13 Kacy Wagner
11/16 Mark Holzapfel
11/16 Don Neill
11/20 Rich Gill
11/29 Karen Day

Meetings are open to all!
Stewardship:
Sunday, November 4 @ 11:45 a.m.
Diaconate:
Monday, November 5 @ 6:30 p.m.
Trustees:
Monday, November 12 @ 6:30 p.m.
Faith Formation:
Sunday, November 18 @ 11:45 am
Council (Official Board):
Monday, November 19 @ 7:00 p.m.
Music Committee:
To Be Announced

A Note from the Treasurer . . . John Richards
As of September 30, 2018:
Income: $135,000
Expense: $152,000
Difference: -$17,000

Thank You’s
Thank you to Pilgrim UCC’s members and friends for your generous giving of $545.00 to The
Neighbors In Need offering to support the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout
the United States.
Also, 3rd Qtr. Benevolence Distribution was $3441.00. Thank you!
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your kind donation of School Kits to Church World Service. Your compassion has
given individuals and families touched by disaster the tangible evidence that they matter. That
someone cares. And they are not alone.
Disasters can strike anywhere, anytime. And they can take many forms: tornadoes, earthquakes,
civil conflict, drought, hurricanes and more. Caring people like you - who understand the urgency of
responding after a disaster - allow people in crisis to receive help when they need it, and hope for
the future.
Learn more about the power of your compassion at cwskits.org.
Here at home or overseas, when tragedy strikes your donations ensure that help is never far behind.
With deepest gratitude,
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Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO Church World Service

THANK YOU’S
Dear Pilgrim Friends,
Thank you for all your expressions of sympathy and support in regard
to my husband Bill's passing. I felt so loved by all of you. Special
thanks to Pastor Kirk and Kyle for a beautiful service and Kathie Richards and the ladies who helped with the luncheon after the service. I
am so blessed.
Sandi Ignizio and Family
Your kindness made a difference . . .
and your thoughtfulness touched my heart. THANK YOU
There are just no words to express how truly grateful I am for the beautiful prayer shawl! I pray that God Bless you and all the ladies at your
church for the wonderful ministry you provide for people.
Love & prayers, Judy
Dear Pilgrim Friends,
Thank you so much for honoring us with a special coffee hour. The
cake and food were wonderful and the gifts, pictures and kind words
mean more than you’ll ever know. Ed & Miriam Schadle
New Address: 3150 Escott Ave., Toledo, OH 43614

BLESSING JAR
Therefore if any man be in Christ, He is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.
2 Corinthians 5:17
A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.
Proverbs 22:1
These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in You, and that Your joy might be
full.
John 15:11
For the harvests of the farmers that fills our cupboards, for the resources used to keep us warm, and
the friendships we have that fill our hearts.

PRAYERS & PRAISES
Praises for the Trustees who make sure Pilgrim keeps up with the maintenance and repairs as they are able!
The family & friends of Jake Sloan (especially AJ Redd), a 10 yr. old who died in a car accident on October 21st.
The family & friends of Lois Bruce, celebrating her life at Pilgrim on October 27th.
Anita, a two year old, in Akron Children’s Hospital for at least 35 days due to burns on her hands & arms requiring
multiple skin grafts.
A toddler who had a liver transplant.
All the members who need healing physically, mentally, etc.
The Contreras & Gerstenberger families grieving the death of Carlos, son, brother, nephew, & cousin.
Baby Isaac recovering in CICU after a lengthy heart surgery at 2 days old. Strength for Isaac and his family.
Mary for healing and patience while in the hospital.
Diane, Kenneth’s sister, that she gets better soon.
Jeff in the hospital with many medical problems.
Everyone effected by the hurricanes that have damaged property and lives.
Jessie recovering from a fall.
The children separated from their parents at our border.
Our countries politicians and legal leaders to make the fair, unconditional decisions for all people.
Praises to the Faith Formation members who support the faith life of our youngest Pilgrims!
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Faith Formation
Do you know someone who is dealing with a health issue that may need support?
Prayer Shawls are available. Please see Marilyn Freeman.
Faith Focus invites all of our little ones to come enjoy stories, music, crafts, games and light
snacks. It is designed for children 2 through 8 years of age. Children leave the sanctuary after the
Children’s Sermon, go to the Children’s Library, or the Art/Drama Room upstairs, or outside when
the weather permits. The theme, God Keeps Promises, continues for November. Children will
experience Joseph and his coat of many colors, and three events in the life of Moses.
Nov 4
Nov 11th
Nov 18th
Nov 25th

Joseph and God’s Promise
Baby Moses Story - Moses in a Basket craft
Moses and the Plagues - Flying frogs and locusts!
Moses Crosses the Red Sea – Cloud and Fire - God is always with us

Take Home Faith Packets
Families can pick-up their packets on the front pew of the sanctuary on November 4th.
The first Sunday of every month a bag with activities - crafts, prayers, Bible stories, games,
internet resources - usually centered around a theme, will be available for each family with
young children.
Our first “Gaiety and Games” was just that! Laughter, snacks, games and fun!
We’ll do it all again on November 15 from 1 - 3 pm in the Social Hall.
Bring along your favorite game and join us.
Cleveland Children’s Museum
Saturday, November 17th, is Cleveland Children’s Museum Day! This is for our families with young
children. The NEW Children’s Museum of Cleveland is conveniently located two blocks from I-90,
71, and 77 at 3813 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. It features a three-acre gated property with three times
as much exhibit space as its former location, ample parking, eating area with snack and beverage
vending machines. Visitors are encouraged to bring their own food and beverages to enjoy in the
eating area. Admission is $12 for adults and children. $5.00 parking fee. Children 11 months and
younger are free. Please see Marilyn Freeman if you are interested in going.
Sunday, November 18th at 11:45 am the Faith Formation Board will meet in the Adult Library. If
you would like to see what we are about, have some program suggestions, or would like to assist
with any of our events, please get a cup of coffee and a social hour snack and come sit with us.
Candy Making
On Monday, November 26, at 7:00 pm at the home of Evelyn Ing, there will be a candy making
party. We will be selling this candy during the holidays to raise funds for scholarships to the
Women’s Retreat on November 1-3, 2019 at Punderson State Park. If you are interested in assisting
with the candy making, or interested in attending the retreat next year, please see Marilyn Freeman.

Are you interested in the direction of the United Church of Christ? Or would like to
know more about the United Church of Christ? The national website: www.ucc.org
and EOA/WRA website: eoawraucc.org has an abundance of information available.
Free Community Lunch
FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH (FCL)
Join the Free Community Lunch Team as they serving the next meal on November 10, 2018!
Volunteers are needed to prepare, deliver, serve, & clean up!
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Diaconate
Diaconate needs help with the Liturgists and Flowers in November. The following dates are
available. If you would like to provide for either of these tasks, please sign-up on the clip boards in
the Social Hall OR call the church office at 330.928.4846.
Date
November 4th
November 11th
November 18th
November 25th

Liturgist
x
x
x
x

Flowers
Steve Stimmel
x
x
x

x = need

Poinsettias—
The sign-up for Poinsettias will go up the week of Thanksgiving on the bulletin board in the social hall and across from
the Church Office. The cost will be $16 each. Only 25 will be purchased on a first come, first served basis. These will
be delivered on December 15th in time for the Cantata & Wassail on Sunday, December 16, 2018. Thank You!

Stewardship Board
Stewardship Sunday is November 11th.
Join in the return of pledges and time and talent cards during 10:30 a.m. worship.
At 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour, stay for lasagna - meat and vegetable, salad, and dessert.
Everyone should have received their pledge and time and talent cards with a letter from
Stewardship that includes your 2018 donations as of October 15th.
If you have not requested monthly or weekly offering envelopes, call the church office. Stewardship
would like to have your envelopes ready for pick-up during the Fellowship Hour on November 11th!
Dear Friends,
It’s more than a gift... It’s a sign of your compassion. It’s an expression of your love that brings hope and
joy. Most importantly, it’s your commitment to transform what it means to age and make older adulthood a
time of abundance. With your generous gift...to Chapel Hill Community, a resident faces each new day with a
sense of community, wholeness and peace. Your Support matters. Thank you for joining us in our mission.
United Church Homes is passionate about its future where personal and spiritual growth have no age or
income limits. We continue to maintain the promise of benevolent care, access to affordable housing and
quality healthcare services consistent with our nonprofit, faith-based foundation. Your relationship with us
matters, and we kindly thank you for taking part in this meaningful journey.
One of our core values is honest, fiscal stewardship. We promise you that your gift will be used to better
the lives of the people we serve. Thank you.
With Gratitude,
Rev. Beth Long-Higgins, Executive Director
Ruth Frost Parker Center for Abundant Aging, United Church Homes

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous gift ... dated October 15, 2018. As Hope Homes Foundation
celebrates our 55th anniversary as a local housing ministry, we are especially grateful for partners
like you who are building Hope Homes for the future.
This letter certifies that no goods or services, in whole or in part, were provided in exchange for
your tax-deductible donation...other than the joy of giving to a foundation whose mission is to
enhance the quality of life for people with developmental disabilities and other special needs through
safe, affordable and accessible housing and access to life skills and community opportunities.
With your contribution, you are positively impacting more than 125 individuals with DD in Summit,
Stark, Wayne and Warren counties. Your gift will be put to work immediately to support Hope
Homes Foundation’s daily operations and develop new program and housing opportunities.
We look forward to sharing our accomplishments with you through our quarterly
newsletter, website and social media (Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn). Thanks again!
With warm regards,
Paul Herrera, CEO
5

Neighbors In Need - On the Sundays before and after, October 7, 2018, Pilgrim’s members and
friends prayerfully and generously gave $545.00 to the Neighbors in Need offering. Thank you for
supporting your Neighbors that are in true need!

Trustees
Two (2) Vacuums Down ! . . . Oh No! . . . All Three (3) ? . . . What to Do ? . . .

OLD

Trustees found that two of the three vacuums were not working properly. A commercial
Carpet Pro was purchased at $240 from Advanced Sales & Supply. Council decided the
two vacuums should be taken to Falls Vacuum to see if they were repairable.
NEW
The third vacuum broke the day before the two vacuums were to be taken to
Falls Vacuum to be evaluated.
Early on in the process, Falls Vacuum felt one of the three vacuums were
able to be fixed. Upon further examination of the vacuum and an attempt to
order parts, which were unavailable, Pilgrim got the news that the third
vacuum was not repairable due to wear and tear and breakage.
The Trustees will be taking steps to purchase replacement vacuums for use
on all levels of Pilgrim to avoid the need to carry the vacuums up and down
stairs, which tend to cause more wear and tear.
Thank you!
Snow Plowing
Trustees have entered into a contract with Ingersoll Landscape and Maintenance for
the snow plowing and salting November 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019 which will be split
with Absorbent Minds Montessori School.
Find a problem at Pilgrim that needs fixed?
If you find something in- or out-side of the Pilgrim that needs attention, locate a blue form on the clip
board in the large basket in the kitchen near the fire extinguisher. Then slip the form under the
“Church Office” door. The Trustees will be advised of any issues by the secretary.
Thank You!
Does the cleanliness of Pilgrim resonate with YOU?
Trustees are looking for “someone” or a group of “someone’s” to help them out with the oversight of
the cleaning at Pilgrim. If this is something you are being lead to do, contact Dan Gerstenberger,
Trustees Chair.
Thank you!

Looking Forward - Save the Date
November 25 - December 2, 2018 - Decorating of the Church co-ordinate by Kathie Richards
November 22 & 23, 2018 - Thanksgiving Holiday

Offices are Closed

December 2, 2018 - 1st Sunday in Advent (Hope)

Communion Sunday

December 5, 2018 - Advent Dinner at 6 pm

Followed by crafts & decorating the tree

December 9, 2018 - 2nd Sunday in Advent (Peace)

Toys Around the Manger &
Children’s Pageant

December 16, 2018 - 3rd Sunday in Advent (Joy)

Cantata & Wassail

December 23, 2018 - 4th Sunday in Advent (Love)

Baptism of Glen & Gail Tepper’s Grandchild

December 24, 2018 - Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm
December 25, 2018 - Christmas Day
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Offices are Closed

Pilgrim

November 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Lib.
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery
RGR=Rev. Greene
Room

SA=Sanctuary
SH=Social Hall

4

5

6

9:30 am Choir, HR
10:30 am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30 am Fellowship,
SH
11:45 am Stewardship Mtg., HR
3:30 - 5:00 pm GS
Daisy Troop #169, AL

1 - 1:30 pm AMMSTKD, SH

10:30 am Bible
Study, AL

6:30 pm Diaconate
Mtg., AL
6:30 pm AMMS Parent Education
Evening, SH

4:30 - 7:30 pm
AMMS - Open
House w/Tours

Group Key:
AMMS=
Absorbent Minds
Montessori School
AA=Alcoholics
Anonymous

11 Stewardship 12
Sunday
9:30 am Choir, HR
10:30 am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am FellowshipFCL, SH
2:45 - 5:15 pm GS
Troop #501, AL
6 - 8 pm GS Troop
#169, AL

18
9:30 am Choir, HR
10:30am Worship Baptism Theo Kuznarsky

SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am Team #3Fellowship, SH
11:45 am FF Mtg.,
AL
3:30 - 5:00 pm GS
Daisy Troop #169, AL

25
9:30 am Choir, HR
10:30am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am Team #4Fellowship, SH
6 - 8 pm GS Troop
#169, AL

1 - 1:30 pm AMMSTKD, SH

Wednesday

1

BHG=Broad Highway Group
EA=Emotions
Anonymous
FF=
Faith Formation
GS=Girl Scouts
WRSS=Western
Reserve Suzuki
School

8 pm BHG AA, HR

13
10:30 am Bible
Study, AL
6:30 - 8:30 pm
NeedleWork, AL

7

8

11 am Staff Mtg.,
Office
1 - 2:30 pm
AMMS-Dance, SH
2 - 8 pm WRSS Violin, AL, CL

3:30-9:15 pm
WRSS-Cello
Lessons, RGR

5:30 pm Bells, MR
7 pm Bible Study, HR

14

21

10:30 am Bible
Study, AL

No AMMS-Dance

22

8:00 pm AA, SH

5:00 p.m.
DEADLINE
DecemberSPIRE!

23

1 pm ClevChildMues,
Cleveland
1 - 6 pm CS #3186
Rain Gutter Regatta,
SH

5 - 8 pm WRSS
Recital, SA
8:00 pm AA, SH

24

Thanksgiving Day
OFFICES CLOSED

OFFICES CLOSED

No Cub Scouts
No WRSS Cello

26

27

28

10:30 am Bible
Study, AL

3:30-9:15 pm
1 - 2:30 pm
WRSS-Cello
AMMS-Dance, SH Lessons, RGR
5 - 8 pm Donato’s
2 - 8 pm WRSS - Nite, State Rd. &
Chestnut Blvd.
Violin, AL, CL
6 - 8 pm CS #3186
5:30 pm Bells, MR
Pack Meeting, SH

8:00 pm AA, SH

7–9 pm EA, HR

29

7–9 pm EA, AL

7

9 am - 2 pm FCL,
SH & K

12 Noon - 3 pm
AA - Akron MultiDistrict Mtg., AL

8 pm BHG AA, HR

8 pm BHG AA, HR

10

17

7:00 pm Council
Mtg., HR

6:30 - 8:30 pm
NeedleWork, AL

9

AMMS - No School
6/7 pm AMMS
Parent Teacher
Conferences, CR

7–9 pm EA, AL

2 - 8 pm WRSS 11 am - 2 pm AMMS Violin, AL, CL
Harvest Parties, SH
5:30 pm Bells, MR
(Back-Up)

8:00 pm AA, SH

16

1 - 3 pm Gaiety &
Games, SH
6 - 8 pm CS #3186
Den Mtgs., AL, CL,
N, CR

20

10 am - 12 Noon
CS Pack #3186 Committee Mtg.,
AL

8 - 11 am AMMS 2 - 8 pm WRSS Violin, AL, CL

19

3

15
Oper.ChristChild, SH

7 pm Bible Study, HR

Saturday
8:30 am - 1:30 pm
EOA/WRA Annual
Mtg, Hudson UCC

6 - 8 pm CS #3186
Den Mtgs., AL, CL,
N, CR
7-9pm EA, HR

No AMMS-Dance

8 pm BHG AA, HR

7 pm CandyMaking
at Evelyn Ing’s
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3:30-9:15 pm
WRSS-Cello
Lessons, RGR
6 - 8 pm CS #3186
Den Mtgs., AL, CL,
N, CR
7-9pm EA, HR

6:30 pm Trustees
Mtg., AL

1 - 1:30 pm AMMSTKD, SH

Friday

All Saints’ Day

5:30 pm Bells, MR

1 - 1:30 pm AMMSTKD, SH

Thursday

30

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

November 2018 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce,
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman,
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Kyle Kelvington,
kelvingtonk@gmail.com
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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