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office.
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Thank you!
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Pastor’s Parable
I grew up in an interesting time, (or at least older). Our
country was involved in Vietnam and we had just failed to
affect the change we desired in Korea. Both of these military
campaigns came on the heels of a victory in World War II.
Growing up was a time of conflict. Kent state had called in
the National Guard to put down the protests that arose when
the US bombed Cambodia. Our country, still basking in the
victory of having just done well internationally in the Second
World War, was now floundering. I remember veterans
coming home from Vietnam, and not talking about serving.
They were hated. Then in 1978 I was required to register for
the draft by law. I celebrated that Vietnam had ended just a
few years earlier and there was no current draft. How did I
get so lucky?
Throughout the early 1970’s I saw my father’s military
boots in our garage, and we had a couple of his scratchy,
woolen army blankets, from his service in the navy, in our
house. Those were the best blankets. Nothing could
destroy them except for a moth. I could make a tent with
them, pretending to camp out, on the couch (that was really
roughing it). I could wrap the dog up and carry her around,
(poor dog).
Now, 50 years later, I can see the same events through
different lenses. I was gifted and fortunate. All of us today
have received something we didn’t earn. We have been
blessed by men and women who have served our country
earning our freedom as a gift.
The question I would ask us all is this one, “What are you
doing with the gift?” Are we living it out in celebration, and
sharing, or are we consuming it, using it up without concern
for those who follow? This memorial day, I believe our
calling is to give thanks for a freedom we have not earned,
and endeavor to pass it on to people we do not know.
Freedom is not something we can pocket for ourselves. It is
something we must strive to give to others. It is only in
active appreciation for the gift and in our strides to live it out,
that we can truly appreciate what we have. Those who came
before us have given it to us. Our calling is to use it and to
pass it along.
See You Sunday.
Shalom,
Pastor Kirk

ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAY’S

Date — Name (Years)

Date—Name (Age)

06/01 - Kirk & Cheryl Bruce (34)
06/01 - Sam & Cady Dannemiller (6)

06/02 - Steve Stimmel
06/03 - Bob Kindel

06/10 - Josh & Lisa Obenreder (2)
06/13 - Bob & Jo Kindel (9)

06/06 - Avery Ozmun (1)
06/10 - Sloan McIntyre (4)

06/22 - John & Kathie Richards (45)
06/23 - Wayne & Aurora Mawalls (7)
06/24 - Victor & Wendy Ing (24)
06/30 - Luke & Erin Bruce

06/13 - Emily Richards
06/13 - Ed Schadle
06/15 - Mackenzie Schneider
06/21 - Christy Opritza
06/22 - Billy Pitts

MEETINGS
Financial Informational Congregational:

Sunday, June 2, 2019 @ 11:30 am
Stewardship: No Meeting
Diaconate: Monday, June 10 @ 6:30 pm
Trustees: Monday, June 10 @ 6:30 pm
Faith Formation: Sunday, June 16 @ 11:45am
Music Committee: Sunday, June 16 @ 11:30 am
Council: Monday, June 17 @ 7:00 pm

06/23 - Mary Cortel
06/30 - Marty Zimmerman

DIACONATE
Please volunteer for any of “X’s” below on the sign-up sheets in the Social Hall!
Altar Flowers
Liturgist
Fellowship Hour
June 2nd
Vic & Evelyn Ing
X
x
June 9th
X
Cheryl Bruce
Faith Formation
June 16rd
McCallum
X
Team #3
June 23rd
X
Janis Morgan
X
June 30th
X
X
X

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Focus Lessons for June
Our Summer lessons for Faith Focus will include reading books in our Children’s
Library with an activity or craft related to the story, and some outside time with sidewalk chalk,
bubbles, and playground as the weather permits.
Do you know someone who is dealing with a health issue that may need support?
Prayer Shawls are available.

Please see Marilyn Freeman.

Sunday, June 9th is Pentecost.
The bread we are serving at Communion on Sunday June 9th, will be made by our Faith Focus kids
on May 26.
2

It’s Time To Celebrate Our Graduates!
Sunday, June 9th we will be recognizing and celebrating all of those graduating from high school,
college, and trade programs. If you have someone in your family you would like to have mentioned
in the bulletin that Sunday, please call the church office with the information. We will be honoring
two of our youth who are graduating from high school with a special Social Hour celebration.
Spirit of Service Projects
July 16 – 18, 2019
6:30 – 8:30 pm
We are quickly approaching this event and we still need items on the list. Please consider
donating as you are able. If you would prefer for someone else to do the shopping, you can donate
cash. Make checks payable to: Pilgrim UCC and in the memo line designate: SOS 2019. Make
sure cash in envelopes in designated likewise. There is a list of desired items and the “Heart”
collection box in the Social Hall. Thank you for your generosity.
If you are aware of any service oriented projects that we can include in our Spirit of Service
program, please let Marilyn Freeman know. We are planning on Chemo Bags, Blessing Bags, tied
fleece blankets, and a big food drive for Good Neighbors. We also welcome knitted/crocheted
prayer shawls, and baby hats.

Spirit of Service Projects
We are collecting the following items to complete the listed Service Projects.
A collection box will be in the Social Hall.
Chemo Kits:
fuzzy socks, books, magazines, crosswords, word searches, Sudoku, note cards, stationery,
lip balm, Lubriderm lotion, lozenges-hard candy in ginger, citrus, peppermint, root beer,
gingersnap cookies, soft hats, stretchy head wraps, Biotène toothpaste/mouthwash,
Aquaphor Healing Ointment, fragrance free/skin sensitive lotions, anti-nausea wrist bands,
wet wipes/hand sanitizer, tea – ginger, peppermint, neck pillow, decks of cards
Blessing Bags:
toothpaste/toothbrush, socks – clean white, assorted sizes, combs, wet wipes/hand sanitizer/
soap, Bandaids/first aid cream/travel size first aid kit, shampoo, comb, deodorant, Kleenex,
beef jerky, granola bars, crackers, trail mix, wash cloths, women’s feminine products, small
note book/pencil, sunscreen/lip balm
Nursing Home Care Kits:
unscented lotions and soaps, nail polish and nail care items, shaving cream, razors, non-slip
socks, toothbrush/paste, shampoo, comb
Packaging:
new or gently used book bags/back packs, ladies purses (great way to recycle!), big socks—
especially the blessing bags, gently used back packs
Monetary donations to purchase any needed supplies is an option.
Church World Service School Kits:
8 pair of blunt scissors, 31- 70 page count spiral notebooks, 26 new pencils with erasers,
money donations to pay for shipping school kits
Service Projects:
Assemble the chemo kits/blessing bags/nursing care kits; packing CWS school kits; making
tied blankets. Knit/crochet prayer shawls and or baby hats are welcome. Please bring a
personal story to share that celebrates what is right with our world. All of our kits and blankets
will be accompanied by a handmade card with a hand written note of prayer and blessing.

Please Come and Join our Spirit of Service
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Picnic, Praise & Prayer - It’s Back!
Need to get out in the fresh air and enjoy nature?
Want to gather with some friends for a simple lunch?
We are planning to start on Wednesday, June 12 at 11:45 am at
Lions Park, 641 Silver Lake Ave.
Keep it simple! Bring a sack lunch with you, bottled beverage and
a folding lawn chair. You may also drive through your favorite fast
food place. If someone just insists on bringing a dessert to share,
I’m sure we would not refuse it!
This location is easily accessible and we can help carry chairs etc., as needed. There will be
fellowship and food, followed by a time of devotions, scripture, reflection, perhaps some simple
chair yoga, easy stretching, and prayer. I will be using a wonderful book I discovered (which
prompted this idea), “Forty Days with the Holy Spirit: Fresh Air for Every Day”, by Jack Levison.
Devotion/Prayer time will happen 12:15 – 12:35 so if you can join us on your scheduled lunch time
from work, please do! We are increasing the frequency of the events this year, and we may
change the location, with plenty of notice and car pooling as needed. We will meet every other
week, so the June dates are June 12 and June 26. Same time, same place.
See you in the park!

FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH
Join the Free Community Lunch Team in September!

The Free Community Lunch program has received a grant to. . .
1. Construct and maintain a blessing box on Pilgrim’s property.
2. Serve “Lunches to Go” three (3) times a week over the summer, for children who are on free
and/or reduced lunches in the community. Volunteer opportunities, will be available!

INVITATIONS
HEALING SERVICE

July 21, 2019 at 11:30 a.m.

A healing service is for anyone who is struggling with something in their life, such as: a critical
illness, a lengthy illness, the death of a loved one, the need to make a big decision, and/or healing a
broken relationship. It is a way to focus on a concern (s), lifting it up to God, asking for reassurance,
seeking balance, the broken pieces to heal emotional, spiritual, or physical wounds, requesting
forgiveness, and/or guidance.
This special healing service will offer the sacrament of communion.
All are welcome to join, Rev. Kirk W. Bruce in the Sanctuary at 11:30 a.m. following the Worship
Service at 10:30 a.m.
Coming Up:
June 9th Pentecost Sunday. Wear Red! Communion!
June 30th Rev. Jim Nelson, guest pulpit supply
July 4th Independence Day, offices are closed!
July 16th - July 18th Spirit of Service, Social Hall
July 21st @ 11:30 a.m. Healing Service, Sanctuary
August 18 @ 2:00 p.m. Facility Use Groups Meeting
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Education is for everyone!
Please join the
Northeast Ohio School of Ministry
(NEOSOM)
for an

Open House
Pilgrim United Church of Christ
130 Broad Boulevard
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221
Thursday, June 13, 2019, 5-7 p.m.
Come to learn, share fellowship,
and enjoy refreshments.
EDUCATION FOR ALL

The Northeast Ohio School of Ministry (NEOSOM)
supplements the adult lay education programs of the
churches of the Living Water Association of the Ohio
Conference of the United Church of Christ. Classes of 16
contact hours, usually lasting six to eight weeks, are offered
in the fall, winter, and spring, and, unless otherwise noted,
are open to anyone seeking to enrich their Christian faith
through education. Some courses are taught online and
others are taught at a location central to most of our
churches.
Courses recently taught include:
 UCC History and Polity (offered every fall)
 Personal Ethics
 Introduction to Worship
 Spiritual Disciplines
 Rites and Sacraments
 Church History 1 (New Testament to the Reformation)
 New Testament 1 and 2
Upcoming courses include:
 Church History 2 (Reformation to the Present)
 Church Leadership
 Theology
 Introduction to Biblical Studies
 Old Testament 1 and 2
Information about upcoming courses and registration is
announced in Keeping You Connected, the electronic
newsletter serving our associations (sign up for KYC at the
bottom of the page livingwaterone.org), six to eight weeks
prior to the start of each term.
Learn more about NEOSOM by visiting our website,
https://livingwaterone.org/neosom-school-of-ministry/
or by contacting the dean of the program, the Rev. Dr.
Eugene McAfee, at deanoschools@livingwaterone.org,
216-382-7227.

THANK YOU’S
THANK YOU!
I am a firm believer in “it takes a village”, and that is exactly what happened on April 19 & 20.
Thank you to everyone—cooks, craft leaders, photographer and picture printer, egg-stuffers and
hiders, wanna-be Easter bunnies, cake bakers and donators, candy donators, breakfast eaters,
dishwashers, game players, and clean-up crew—whew! We had a wonderful gathering of people to
serve and to enjoy the festivities. Thank you!
Faith Formation Board
Dear Friends,
With your generous gift...to Chapel Hill Community, you brought financial support and mission
together to create action.
You give peace to an older adult who may lack resources to continue living in their home at one of
United Church Homes communities. Your brought a smile to an individual’s face who could recall
precious memories, if only for a brief time. You gave someone the freedom to feel comfortable expressing their beliefs and convictions in a safe environment. For this, we thank you!
Thank you for creating peace, joy, and freedom for older adults. We could not do it without you!
WE promise to uphold our values of transparency, integrity and stewardship with your gift as it
benefits the lives of the people we serve.
With Gratitude,
Rev. Beth Long-Higgins
Executive Director, Ruth Frost Parker Center for Abundant and United Church Homes
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THANK YOU’S
Thank you for the lovely Easter Lily! It is so big and beautiful that I am sharing it with
other residents here. The entrance near me needed it, too, so I asked to place it
there. Now many residents and I are enjoying it. Kris Gill delivered it & we had a
nice visit. Bless you all.
Love, Marilyn Welch
P.S. Thank you for the very thoughtful Easter cards also, friends, at Pilgrim.
Love, Marilyn

Dear Pilgrim United Church of Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift....As Hope Homes Foundations celebrates our 55th anniversary as
a local housing ministry, we are especially grateful for partners like you who are building Hope
Homes for the future. ...With your contribution, you are positively impacting more than 125
individuals with DD in Summit, Stark, Wayne and Warren counties. Your gift will be put to work
immediately to support Hope Homes Foundation’s daily operations and develop new programs and
housing opportunities. We look forward to sharing our accomplishments with you through our
quarterly newsletter, website and social media (Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin). Thank you!
With warm regards,
Paul Herrera, CEO
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim UCC ~ Cuyahoga Falls:
Thank you for your gifts to Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries!
Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries provide a vital ministry in the United Church of Christ by
preparing leaders for ministry in congregations and community settings, locally and across the
globe. Each seminary is a vibrant, caring, and inspiring place to pursue theological education.
Students are both nurtured and challenged as they pursue their call to ministry.
Thank you for investing in the leadership of the United Church of Christ. Enclosed is your thank
you certificate for your 2018 gifts to CUE Seminaries. Please display the certificate proudly in your
congregation (Bulletin Board across from the church office).
Thank you for supporting theological education as a vital part of your ministry.
With Gratitude,
Kiely Todd Roska, Director, CUE Seminaries

Stewardship
Beloved of God, Greetings!
Each Pentecost, we celebrate the church as we have known it, the church we are, and the church
that we can be, together. We lean on the story of connecting across difference and listen to the
languages of hope spoken in the name of God. We are so grateful to be connected with your
church in covenant, each of us seeking to build a just world for all, leaning closer to the world that
God imagines for our communities. One of the ways our covenant is lived out tangibly is through
the Strengthen the Church offering!
Your past support of the Strengthen the Church offering is greatly appreciated. Through this
offering, (Pilgrim UCC has) contributed to the continued expansion and revitalization of the United
Church of Christ. As called for by the General Synod, 50% of your offering stays in your local
conference, and 50% is sent to the national work of strengthening the church universal: through
grants towards new church starts, inspiring youth and young adults into leadership, and equipping
pastors for ministry in the 21st century.
Please join us in common mission, vision, and purpose by taking up the Strengthen the Church
offering on June 9th, 2019! ...Thank you for your continued support of your local Conference, the
national setting, and the body of Christ.
Blessings,
Rev. Dr. Chris Davies, Team Leader
Ms. Jacqueline Owen, Development Strategist
Faith Education, Innovation,
Office of Philanthropy, Technology, Identity
and Formation
and Communication
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MORE THANK YOU’S
Dear Pilgrim United Church of Christ,
The important ongoing support of donors makes an important difference for the children and
families we serve. As a donor you are a vital part of our mission, helping to give hope, and healing
to the many young people we serve each year.
With this gift you show how much you care about the youth and their needs. Your support is
very much appreciated.
Crossroad has a legacy of being a haven of love, understanding, and hope. You have a special
place in ensuring this continues.
Sincerely,
Kyle Zanker, CEO
Kristi Greiger, Development Director
We are so grateful for your help! Please let us know when we can bring you a missions moment!!
Dear Pilgrim,
On behalf of those we serve, Family Promise of Summit County extends a sincere thank you for
your tax-deductible donation...from Pilgrim’s 1st quarter benevolence giving. It is the generosity of
our support congregations that allows us to fulfill our mission to help homeless families with children
stay together and achieve sustainable independence.
The average age of a homeless person in the United States is nine years old. According to a study
by the National center on Family Homelessness, one in every 30 children - or about 2.5 million experience homelessness every year. Currently, right here in Summit County, there are 93
families with children on a waiting list for shelter; families and children in need of our assistance. As
the only organization in the county serving the homeless that keeps families together, every day we
work to alleviated the trauma of homelessness and assist families in securing a stable home
environment.
Once again, thank you for your support!
Sincerely,
Jeffrey E. Wilhite
Nikole L. Dack
Executive Director
Development & Marketing Coordinator

TREASURER
End of April 2019
Income:
Expenses:

$50,000
$70,000

Difference: $14,000

Thank you to everyone for keeping current on your offerings.

John Richards, Treasurer

On the Passing of Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Szilagyi
It is with a sad heart that we share the news of the death of Rev. Dr. Stephen Szilagyi on Friday, May 10,
2019. He fought hard to the end with his family at his side. The heartfelt condolences of the Conference go
out to Stephen’s wife, Jean, and their entire family. Condolences may be sent to Jean at her home, 141
Cummins Ave., Conneaut, OH 44030.
Rev. Dr. Szilagyi was the Founder and Executive Director of SARA, Sharing American Resources Abroad,
an ecumenical medical mission of the Ohio Conference of the United Church of Christ. In 2009 he authored
the book “From Habakkuk to SARA,” of which his life was the subject, and which detailed the beginning of
SARA and examples of how this organization grew to an international Christian mission.
Calling hours (were) held, Friday, May 17, 2019, from 2-4 and 6-8 at the Thompson-Smith-Nesbitt Funeral
Home, 345 Main St., Conneaut, where funeral service (were) held Saturday, May 18, 2019, at 11:00 AM.
Burial will follow at Center Cemetery, where American Legion Cowle Post #151 will honor their departed
comrade.
Memorials in memory of Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Szilagyi may be given to SARA, PO BOX 147, Wapakoneta,
Ohio, 45895 or the Fisher House Pittsburgh Foundation, University Dr., Building #33, Pittsburg, PA, 15240.
Email from the Ohio Conference UCC on May 14, 2019 @ 9:39 AM to Rev. Kirk Bruce.
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PRAYERS FOR PILGRIMS
For our dearest family member who was in a car accident. Pray for a quick recovery.
For the family, friends, and co-workers of Cheryl McGraw, communication specialist at the Living
Water Association (EOA/WRA) who died recently.
For the family and friends of Jean Szilagyi with the death of Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Szilagyi, founder of
S.A.R.A.
For the family and friends of Don and Karen Nelsch with the death of Don’s brother.
Henry for healing after his fall.
The Don Nelsch family in the loss of their brother.
Gratefulness for all God’s blessings in our lives each day.
That it is safe to worship - no matter the faith - anywhere.
Craig, as he endures chemo and radiation for brain cancer.
The children separated from their parents at our border.
Our countries politicians and legal leaders to make the fair, unconditional decisions for all people.

TRUSTEES
THANK YOU!
Bob & Marilyn Freeman
Dan & Kelly Gerstenberger
Jim Howell
John Howell
Chuck Stanley
Joel Stanley
Steve Stimmel
Nancy Zeller
Your help with:
Gardens
Edging the gardens
Trimming
Weeding
Spreading mulch
and more!
has been greatly appreciated!
Your work has helped Pilgrim UCC
continue to be a beautiful,
historical landmark in
Cuyahoga Falls.
Thank You!

What would you, the reader, like to see in this newsletter going into the future?
Email pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net or call 330-928-4847 with your ideas, and thoughts. Thank you
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ

June 2019 ~ Calendar

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:00 pm AA, SH

2

3

4

9:45 am Choir, HR
10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Congregational
Mtg., Sanctuary
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

5
2-8pm WRSS Violin, AL, CL

6

7

6:30-8:30 pm Moonlight Serenaders,MR

1-6 p.m. Ing Family Baby
Shower, SH

8 pm BHG AA, HR

7–9 pm EA, AL

8:00 pm AA, SH

9 Pentecost

10

11

12

13

9:45 am Choir, HR
10:30 am Worship, SA
Communion
11:30 am Fellowship, SH
Celebrate Graduates
11:30 am Music Co, RGR

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp
3-8pm NEO School
of Ministry, HR & K

16
10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH
11:30 am Music
Committee, RGR
11:45 am FF, AL

8

4-9pm WRSS-Cello,
#28

6:30 pm Diaconate
Mtg., AL

2-8pm WRSSViolin, AL, CL

14

12 Noon - 3 pm AA Akron Multi-District
Mtg., AL

4-9pm WRSS-Cello,
#28
7–9 pm EA, AL

6:30 pm Trustees
Mtg., HR

8 pm BHG AA, HR

17

18

19

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp
2-8pm WRSSViolin, AL, CL

20

8:00 pm AA, SH

21

22

5:00 p.m. July Spire
DEADLINE

1:00 - 3:30 pm AA Akron Multi-District
Folding Party, SH

7–9 pm EA, AL

32nd Gen. Synod,
Milwaukee, WI
June 21—June 25

8:00 pm AA, SH

28

29

AMMS Camp
4-9pm WRSS-Cello,
#28

6:30 pm Council
Mtg., HR

8 pm BHG AA, HR

23

24

25

26

27

10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp

AMMS Camp

2-8pm WRSSViolin, AL, CL

15

4-9pm WRSS-Cello,
#28
8:00 pm AA, SH

8 pm BHG AA, HR

7–9 pm EA, AL

30
10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

Group Key:
AMMS=Absorbent Minds Montessori School
AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
BHG=Broad Highway Group
CS=Cub Scouts
EA=Emotions Anonymous
FF=Faith Formation
GS=Girl Scouts
9WRSS=Western Reserve Suzuki School

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Library
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery

RGR=Rev. Greene
Room
SA=Sanctuary
SH=Social Hall

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

June 2019 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce,
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman,
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Kyle Kelvington,
kelvingtonk@gmail.com
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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