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Pastor’s Parable

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office:
Phone:
Fax:

330.928.4847
330.928.1017

Staff & E-Mail:

Reverend Kirk Bruce

Pastor:

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:

Marilyn Freeman

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director:

Kyle Kelvington

kelvingtonk@gmail.com

Secretary:

Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Website:

www.pilgrimcf.org

You’ll find electronic versions of The
Pilgrim Spires; Calendar; Facility Use
Policies; Wedding & Funeral Information;
Act-It UP! Community Theatre; History
and more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in the
next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
An electronic version of the Monthly Spire
is available by email, if you would like to
save postage. Just contact the church
office.
Address changes? Contact the office.

Thank you!

I can remember when I was a young child; my mom
issued a terrible pronouncement, “Today you will clean your
room.” What did I ever do to receive such a horrible
judgment on me? I never robbed a bank, or stole the
neighbor’s car. I was just a little kid and this issuance of
pronouncement would certainly take me lifetime or two to
complete, or so it felt. But, mom was the boss and so the
day was spent cleaning my bedroom.
But, what does cleaning really mean? To a young boy
it meant shoving everything under the bed. How could it
mean anything else? After all, it was my bedroom. Can you
believe that when my mother came in to inspect my work, at
first everything looked great. The floor was clean, the bed
was made, until she lifted the bed spread and looked under.
Mom was so taken by my skill that she afforded me
the opportunity to do it all over again. This time however, I
was to put everything where it belonged. What was amazing
was that I found things I had long lost: socks, underwear,
pencils, and toys. And with everything out from under the
bed, I also found one, very large, living dust bunny. It was
alive and growing, that was until I called in the terminator
(the broom) and swept it up.
Our lives are so often lived in the very same way. But
when we cut the corners the only one we are cheating is
ourselves. When we fail to put effort into the right places, it
will come back to us. Jesus used the language born again,
not to mean being an infant, but to start all over again. Every
day is our rebirth, a chance to start anew. Every day we are
born again, if we want it. OK so you messed up yesterday,
what are you doing with today? It is your choice. What are
you going to do with it?
See you Sunday.
Shalom,
Pastor Kirk
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Happy

Happy Birthday

Anniversary

Date—Name (Years)
6/1 - Sam & Cady Dannemiller (5)
6/10 - Josh & Lisa Obenreder (1)
6/13 - Bob & Jo Kindel (8)
6/22 - John & Kathie Richards (44)
6/23 - Wayne & Aurora Mawalls (6)
6/24 - Victor & Wendy Ing (23)

Meetings are open to all!
Stewardship: Sunday, June 3 @ 11:45 a.m.
Diaconate: Monday, June 4 @ 6:30 p.m.
Music Committee:
Sunday, June 10 @ 11:30 a.m.
Trustees: Monday, June 11 @ 6:30 p.m.
Faith Formation:
Sunday, June 17 @ 11:30 a.m.
Council (Official Board):
Monday, June 18 @ 7:00 p.m.

Father’s Day will be here soon!
This year Pilgrim will celebrate with quotes,
quips, and favorite photos of our Fathers. This
includes Grandfathers or men that were there for
you.
Please write down the quotes &/or quips and
drop these by the church office with the photo’s
by Monday, June 11th.
Marked photos will be returned.
Thank you!
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Date—Name (Child’s Age)
6/2 - Steve Stimmel
6/3 - Bob Kindel
6/10 - Sloan McIntyre (3)
6/13 - Ed Schadle
6/15 - Mackenzie Schneider
6/21 - Christy Opritza
6/22 - Billy Pitts
6/23 - Mary Cortel
6/30 - Marty Zimmerman
A Note from the Treasurer . . . John Richards
As of April 30, 2018:
Income: $62,000 Expense: $73,000
Celebrate Father’s Day
June 17, 2018
10:30 a.m.

PRAYERS FOR PILGRIMS
Please Pray For. . .
The family and victims of the Santa Fe, Texas high school shootings.
A young couple in a broken marriage.
Jane and her family.
Our niece Becky as she moves to North Carolina for a change in life and career.
My nephew, to find comfort & solace in a difficult home life.
Ethan Perkins Rios
Glady’s recovering from heart surgery.
Candice having a difficult time with her ex-husband’s marriage.
John my neighbor.
Linda with a back problem.
Marjorie for healing mercies.
Thelma with a hip problem.
Those with health issues & pain, that God bless them.
A very contrite man beginning to serve a prison term for a 10 year old incident.
The Redd family as they move to Maryland. May they carry our love with them on this new
adventure.
Eastern Ohio & Western Reserve Associations of the Ohio Conference U.C.C.
Northeast Ohio School of Ministry
The Northeast Ohio School of Ministry (NEOSOM) supplements the adult lay education programs of the churches
of the Eastern Ohio and Western Reserve Associations of the Ohio Conference of the United Church of Christ.
Classes of 16 contact hours, usually lasting six to eight weeks, are offered in the fall, winter, and spring, and,
unless otherwise noted, are open to anyone seeking to enrich their Christian faith through education. Some
courses are taught online and others are taught at a location central to most of our churches. Come to learn,

fellowship, and enjoy refreshments (at our own Pilgrim church).
Courses recently taught include:
UCC History and Polity (offered every fall)
Personal Ethics
Introduction to Worship
Spiritual Disciplines
Rites and Sacraments
Church History 1 (New Testament to the Reformation)
New Testament 1 and 2

Open House at Pilgrim UCC
Thursday, June 7, 2018, 5-8 p.m.

Upcoming courses include:
Church History 2 (Reformation to the Present)
Church Leadership
Theology
Introduction to Biblical Studies
Old Testament 1 and 2

Learn more about NEOSOM by visiting our website, http://eoawraucc.org/our-associations-at-work/neosom/

Diaconate
Diaconate is seeking:
1. Liturgist’s on Sunday mornings to read the Invocation and the Scriptures.
2. People to purchase altar flowers ($30 - Checks payable to: PUCC)
 Give the secretary your dedication or place it on the clipboard hanging up in the social
hall.
 Then take the flowers and delivery them to someone.
OR
 Ask Diaconate (Kathie, Polly, Crystal, Brian, or Rich) to deliver them.

Faith Formation
Do you know someone who is dealing with a health issue that may need support?
Prayer Shawls are available. Please see Marilyn Freeman.
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Faith Formation
June Faith Focus Lessons:
Faith Focus invites all of our little ones to come enjoy stories, music, crafts, games and light snacks.
It is designed for children 2 through 8 years of age. We leave the sanctuary after the Children’s
Sermon and go to the Children’s Library, or the Art/Drama Room upstairs, or maybe outside when
the weather permits. We will be tending plants in the garden this summer.
June 3rd
June 10th
June 17th
June 24th

– Jesus Feeds the 5,000 – Two Fish
– Jesus Feeds the 5,000 – Five loaves of bread — We’re baking bread!
– Shhh—It’s a Father’s Day Surprise!
– Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man

Over the Summer weeks, July 1st – September 2nd, Faith Focus will spend more time outside in the
garden and the playground discovering God’s creation and just playing, as the weather permits.
There will be more painting, clay, and foam sticker art projects, too.
The June Take Home Faith Activity is a real simple one.
Every family will receive a “Flat Jesus.”
You are to take Jesus with you on your summer journeys —
parks, picnics, vacations, the pool — anywhere and
everywhere. Take a picture of your family with flat Jesus and
text/e-mail it back to me (Marilyn Freeman) or the church
office. We will print out and post all of the places Jesus goes!
Jesus is always with us!

https://algomadeanery.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/flat-jesus1.jpg

Spirit of Service July 17th - 19th 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
See list of things we need to collect on the page that follows!
Collection Box will be in the Social Hall in June!

Spirit
Of
Service

The Pilgrim Garden
can always use
some tending.
If you want to
practice your
Green Thumb —
or have some
ideas about what
we should plant,
please see
Marilyn Freeman.

Picnic, Praise & Prayer
Behold! We do a NEW thing! Need to get out in the fresh air and enjoy nature? Want to gather
with some friends for a simple lunch? I have a plan for that. Wednesday, June 13 th, at 11:45 am we
will meet in the parking lot at Lions Park, 641 Silver Lake Ave., and find a place to gather for lunch.
If it rains, we will meet the following day. We are keeping it simple, so bring a sack lunch with you
bottled beverage and a folding lawn chair. You may also drive through your favorite fast food place.
If someone just insists on bringing a dessert to share, I’m sure we would not refuse it!
We will try to keep the location easily accessible and offer assistance to carry chairs, etc., as
needed. There will be fellowship and food, followed by a time of devotions, scripture, reflection,
perhaps some simple chair yoga, easy stretching, and prayer. I will be using a wonderful book I
discovered (which prompted this idea), “Forty Days with the Holy Spirit: Fresh Air for Every Day”, by
Jack Levison.
Devotion/Prayer time will happen 12:15 – 12:35 so if you can join us on your scheduled lunch time
from work, please do! We will plan to do this once a month over the summer, unless you really like it
and then maybe we can add to the schedule. So June 13 th, July 11th, and August 8th for right now.
We can also vary the location, so stay tuned. See you in the park!
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Spirit of Service ~ Celebrating What’s Right With The World
Here is a list of things we can collect and the projects we will be working on for our Spirit of
Service program. Collection boxes will be in the Social Hall. We are inviting you to donate to the
various projects as you are able AND to come join in the fun and fellowship of being engaged in
service together. Everyone is welcome! There is something for all ages. Tuesday – Thursday,
July 17- 19, 2018, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. There will be music, stories, service projects, games and
snacks.
Chemo Kits:
fuzzy socks
books, magazines, crosswords
words searches, Sudoku
note cards, stationery
lip balm
Lubriderm lotion
lozenges-hard candy in ginger, citrus
peppermint, root beer
gingersnap cookies
soft hats, stretchy head wraps
Biotene toothpaste/mouthwash
Aquaphor Healing Ointment
fragrance free/skin sensitive lotions
anti-nausea wrist bands
wet wipes/hand sanitizer
tea – ginger, peppermint
neck pillow
decks of cards

Blessing Bags:
toothpaste/tooth brush
socks – clean white, assorted sizes
combs
wet wipes/hand sanitizer/soap
bandaids/first aid cream/travel size first aid
kit
shampoo – travel size
deodorant
Kleenex
beef jerky, granola bars, crackers, trail mix
wash cloths
Women’s feminine products
small note book/pencil
sunscreen/lip balm
Packaging:
New or gently used book bags/back packs
Ladies purses (great way to recycle!)
Big socks—especially the Blessing bags

Monetary donations to purchase any needed supplies is an option!
Service Projects:
1. Assemble the chemo kits and blessing bags. If you know someone who can use either of these
items you are welcome the take a few with you. They will be delivered to places where they are
needed.
2. Finish filling and packing our Church World Service School book bags.
3. Making tied blankets. This involves tying knots! Everyone can tie a knot! We can make LOTS
of these. They will be added to the above kits, and taken to homeless shelters and nursing
homes in need.
4. Calling all knitters and crochet-ers! We have patterns for little baby hats that can go to the
hospitals to keep little babies heads warm. We have knit and crochet patterns for prayer
shawls which we can include with our chemo kits and take to nursing homes. If you would like
to get an early start on any of these projects, please see Marilyn Freeman
5. Card making. All of our kits and blankets will be accompanied by a handmade card with a hand
written note of prayer and blessing. There are also special blessing cards to go with our prayer
shawls.

Please Come and Join our Spirit of Service!
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Thank You
Dear Pilgrim Church,
Thank You for the Pet Blessing Day! What a nice treat for the pets.
I’ve been there before, with my other dogs in the past and really appreciated it!
Animals are God’s Creations too.
Howie, my chocolate lab mix is very active and a little hyper around other dogs! He’s
very verbal, too! He, like me, misses our other dog who passed away in February 2016.
Eventually, I’ll get Howie another companion.
Thank you for the beautiful picture, too!
Your Friends,
Brenda & Howie Rutherford
Dear Pilgrim Church Family,
Many thanks for the beautiful altar flowers delivered to me my Sandy Ignizio. The flowers are absolutely beautiful & I really enjoyed looking at them every day of my recovery from hip surgery.
I also want to thank Sandy for the delivery & enjoyed our visit with one another. Hope to be back
A.S.A.P.
Fondly,
Jackie Wanclovic
FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH (FCL)

Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who helped with FCL the last 9 months! Your help was very much
appreciated! FCL will take off the months of June, July and August. On September 8, 2018 FCL
will begin serving meals!
A BIG Thank You to . . .
Nancy Zeller and Jim Howell
for taking care of the Rose Garden with the addition of new roses, geraniums,
and painting.
The difference you have made is just tremendous!
Thank You!
BLESSING JAR —
Bless my family, my dogs, my cats, lizard, friends, this church, hungry kids, addicts,
alcoholics, all people, animals, plants, literally everything that is or once was alive.

Stewardship Board
The Strengthen the Church offering took place Sunday, May 20, 2018 during the 10:30 a.m.
worship!
Thank you for your generous donation of $225.00 to keep the United Church of Christ
strong in our churches, associations, and conferences!

Our next offering - Neighbors In Need - will take place Sunday, October 7, 2018 during worship.
Materials will be available in September.

Trustee’s
The Trustee Board has agreed to a contract with Ohio Painting & Pressure Wash Inc. for
approximately $21,000 to paint the exterior of Pilgrim over the 2018 summer, dependant on
weather.
If any member or friend of Pilgrim would like to donate specifically to this endeavor, please write
“PAINT” on the line following “Other” on your monthly or weekly envelopes.
Thank You!
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Trustee’s
The Trustee’s have ordered the new steeple lights. The lights be installed shortly after they arrive.
Also, steps are being taken to address the outside ramp door to the sanctuary.
Lastly, the parking lot has been under discussion to be repaired and sealed.
This is the summer for beautifying the church!

Staff Vacations
Summer is here! With it comes vacations for Pilgrim’s Staff. The following contains the date and
who is covering for the particular staff member.
Kyle Kelvington, Music Director
June 3
Don Moore
Kelly Gerstenberger, Secretary
June 16 - 23
Marilyn Freeman
Rev. Kirk Bruce, Minister
June 25 - July 15
Please call the church office & Rev. Sprite Johnson, Interim Minister at Bethany UCC will be
contacted.
The following are the Ministers leading Pilgrim in Worship:
July 1
Rev. Jenna Brown
July 8
Rev. Barry Stirbens
July 15
Rev. Jim Nelson
Marilyn Freeman, Faith Formation Director
Sept. 30
Marilyn will be with Richfield UCC on a Mission Trip June 24 - 29

Kyle Kelvington, Music Director
June 3
Don Moore
Kelly Gerstenberger, Secretary
June 16 - 23
Marilyn Freeman
Rev. Kirk Bruce, Minister
June 25 - July 15
Please call the church office & Rev. Sprite Johnson, Interim Minister at Bethany UCC will be
contacted.
The following are the Ministers leading Pilgrim in Worship:
July 1
Rev. Jenna Brown
July 8
Rev. Barry Stirbens
July 15
Rev. Jim Nelson
Marilyn Freeman, Faith Formation Director
Sept. 30
Marilyn will be with Richfield UCC on a Mission Trip June 24 - 29
Summer is here! With it comes vacations for Pilgrim’s Staff. The following contains the date and
who is covering for the particular staff member.

Staff Vacations
This is the summer for beautifying the church!
Lastly, the parking lot has been under discussion to be repaired and sealed.
Also, steps are being taken to address the outside ramp door to the sanctuary.
The Trustee’s have ordered the new steeple lights. The lights be installed shortly after they arrive.

Trustee’s
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Eastern Ohio & Western Reserve Associations of the Ohio Conference U.C.C.
You are invited to a Special Meeting
of the
Eastern Ohio and Western Reserve Associations
of the
Ohio Conference UCC
on
Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 10 a.m.
at the
First Congregational UCC, Akron
292 E Market Street
to
hear and discuss
the report of the Wider Church Visioning Team
the goal of which is to
create one nimble and responsive judicatory
faithful in mission and responsible in stewardship.
Everyone is invited and urged to attend, participate and give input.

Come be part of the vision!

Come be part of the vision!
Everyone is invited and urged to attend, participate and give input.
faithful in mission and responsible in stewardship.
create one nimble and responsive judicatory
the goal of which is to
the report of the Wider Church Visioning Team
to
hear and discuss
292 E Market Street
You are invited to a Special Meeting
of the
Eastern Ohio and Western Reserve Associations
of the
Ohio Conference UCC
on
Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 10 a.m.
at the
First Congregational UCC, Akron

Eastern Ohio & Western Reserve Associations of the Ohio Conference U.C.C.
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June 2018
Sunday
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Lib.
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery
RGR=Rev. Greene
Room

Monday
SA=Sanctuary
SH=Social Hall
AMMS=Absorbent
Minds Montessori
School
AA=Alcoholics
Anonymous
CS=Cub Scouts

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

EA=Emotions
Anonymous
FF=
Faith Formation
FOTS=Fellowship
of the Spirit
WRSS=Western
Reserve Suzuki
School

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8 am - 9 pm
(6:30 p.m.)
AMMS
Kindergarten
Graduation, RGR
& SH

9:15 am - 2:30 pm
(10 am - 2 pm)
EOA/WRA OverSight CommitteeCommittee on
Ministry, Healthy
Practices for
Ministry: Oops,
Now What?,
8:00 pm AA, SH

3

4

5

6

7

8

11:00 am Staff Mtg.

9 am Choir
Rehearsal, HR
10:30 am Worship
Rev. Kirk Bruce
11:30am
Fellowship ,SH
11:45 pm
Stewardship, HR

6:30 pm Diaconate
Board Mtgs., AL

8 pm FOTS AA, HR

10

11

12

10:30 am Worship
Rev. Kirk Bruce
11:30am
Fellowship, SH
11:45 am FF, AL

AMMS - Camp Aloha Summer

AMMS - Camp Aloha Summer

6:30pm Trustee
Board Mtg., AL

8 pm FOTS AA, HR

9
2:30 pm Megan
Davis & Bradley
Gerber Wedding,
SA

5 - 8 pm NEOSOM
Open House, HR

7-9pm EA, AL

4 pm Davis/
Gerber
Rehearsal, SA

8:00 pm AA, SH

13

14

15

16

AMMS - Camp Aloha Summer

AMMS - Camp Aloha Summer

5:00 p.m.
DEADLINE
for June
SPIRE!
8:00 pm AA, SH

7–9 pm EA, AL

17

21

18

19

20

AMMS - Camp All About Art

AMMS - Camp All About Art

AMMS - Camp All About Art

7pm Council Mtg.,
HR

8pm FOTS AA, HR

24

25

26

27

28

10:30am Worship
- Rev. Kirk Bruce
11:30am Team Fellowship, SH

AMMS - Camp Play with Plants

AMMS - Camp Play with Plants

AMMS - Camp Play with Plants

AMMS - Camp Play with Plants

Father’s Day
10:30am Worship
- Rev. Kirk Bruce
11:30am Team Fellowship, SH

61st Anniversary
of The United
Church of Christ

23

8:00 pm AA, SH
7–9 pm EA, HR

29

30

5-8 pm Donato’s
Nite, State Rd. &
Chestnut Blvd.

8pm FOTS AA, HR

9

22

AMMS - Camp All About Art

7–9 pm EA, HR

8:00 pm AA, SH

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

June 2018 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce,
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman,
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Kyle Kelvington,
kelvingtonk@gmail.com
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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