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CONTACT INFORMATION
Office:
Phone: 330.928.4847
Fax:
330.928.1017
Staff & E-Mail:
Pastor: Rev. Glen Shedlock

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:
Open Position

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director: Benjamin Knight
Secretary: Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Website: www.pilgrimcf.org
You’ll find electronic versions of
The Pilgrim Spire, Calendar, and
more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a
month.
Contact the church office:
• If you have something to share with
your fellow Pilgrims in the next
edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
• If you’d like an electronic version of
The Pilgrim Spire by email.
• Your address has changed.

Thank you!

Pastor’s Parable
Dear Friends in Christ,
My body was awakened at 4:30 this morning by a call from
Mother Nature. On my way back to bed, I noticed the bedroom
window had been left open through the night, and as I
approached the window to close it, I was struck by the sound of a
deep silence coming from the world outside. I paused for a
moment to take it in. Not a sound…no whine of semi tires on the
nearby interstate, no wind in the trees, no chirping of crickets. I
must have stood at that window for a couple of minutes,
mesmerized by the sound of silence. Then, as I reached up to
close the window, the most amazing thing happened. From the
depths of the dark silence, the music of songbirds suddenly filled
the air. It was as though someone flipped a switch and turned it
on. In an instant, the air was filled with the beautiful music of
countless different voices blending to welcome the coming dawn.
It wasn’t just a duet, or a quartet, or even a chamber orchestra,
but an entire songbird symphony belting out its sunrise concerto
for the whole world to hear (even though it was only 4:30 in the
morning). I almost woke Missi up to share in the incredible
experience, but since she missed the opening act, I wasn’t sure
she would have the same appreciation for the performance as
me, so I just stood at the window for several minutes and allowed
my soul to sing along.
I decided to leave the window open (how could I close the
window on such a beautiful performance?), and as I crawled back
into bed, with the sound of the hallelujah chorus still ringing
through the trees, I remember wondering how did those birds
know when to start singing? Where was the invisible conductor,
telling them to watch…wait…breathe…and, with the passionate
flick of a baton, SING? How did they do it with such military
precision, with such unity of purpose? Who flipped the switch?
For some people, an experience like this might go completely
unnoticed; for others, it might be perceived as an inconvenient
interruption of one’s much needed sleep. But for me, it’s nothing
less than an encounter with what the 20th century theologian
Rudolf Otto called the mysterium tremendum, or
“the awe-inspiring mystery of God.” In those sacred moments,
after the deep silence of the world outside my window had
captured my soul’s attention, after I had been brought to a place
of awe by the power of pure silence, the sudden explosion of the
songbirds’ praise made my soul want to
Continued on page 11 . . .

1

ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAYS

Date - Name (Years)

Date — Name (Age)

07/09 - Brandon & Dani McIntyre (10)
07/16 - Mark & Laura Ahrens (4)
07/20 - Jim & Carol Letvin (53)
06/13 - Bob & Jo Kindel (11)
07/29 - Nathan & Lauren Crolley (15)

07/04 - Barbara Mellinger
07/07 - Govan Hudson
07/09 - Joel Stanley
07/11 - Ceci Ing
07/12 - Roberta Holzapfel
07/12 - Kurt Spenoso
07/13 - Jason VanHorn

COUNCIL

07/15 - Maura Schneider (17)
07/18 - Kris Gill
07/21 - Lillian Ing (16)
07/25 - Lou Yanik
07/30 - Jean Hudson
07/31 - Alison Edwards

Next Council Meeting is…

Monday, July 19, 2021
at 6:30 p.m. Heritage Room

CLERK/SECRETARY
Leadership is beginning the process of Transitioning!
If you are interested in this process, please contact the Pilgrim’s Church office!
Next meeting: Monday, June 28th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Kelly Gerstenberger, Clerk/Secretary

COUNCIL & CO-MODERATOR’S
Pilgrim Sanctuary Plan
In the interest of the health and safety of all, we will be implementing the following guidelines as
we gather together in person.
Please practice good hygiene, washing your hands frequently. Hand sanitizer will also be
provided in the hallway by the parking lot.
Maintain a proper distance between your group and others, especially as you arrive, wait to be
seated, and depart.
Ushers will guide you to your seat. Every other pew will be utilized, with family groups distanced
at least 6 feet from each other.
We ask that masks be worn at this time, if you are NOT vaccinated. We will reevaluate this
guideline as updates on infection and vaccination rates change.
An offering plate will be placed on a stand near the sanctuary entrance, to avoid the possibility of
inadvertently spreading the virus.
You will be dismissed by the ushers, row by row, at the end of the service. Please hold
conversations outside to ease the flow of those exiting the building.
We ask that you please worship from home, utilizing the recorded services, if you are not feeling
well.
These guidelines are being implemented with respect for all we have accomplished together as a
community. Please direct any suggestions you may have for this process to the Pilgrim Leadership.
We look forward to being together, very soon!
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DIACONATE
No Report Available.

FAITH FORMATION
Pastor Glen has recorded the reading of:
I Love You the Purplest by Barbara M. Joosse,
for families to listen to, together. Go to the church website and click on the:
"Home” or “Faith Formation" tab at the top of the page, where it is posted.
An activity bag celebrating God's world is also ready for the children to enjoy.
Call Kathie Richards to set up a delivery.

THE HEARTLAND CONFERENCE
Dear Heartland Conference Faith Family,
The Board of Directors of the Heartland Conference is pleased to
announce the nomination of the Rev. David Long-Higgins to be called to the
position of Conference Minister to the Heartland Conference, United Church
of Christ. Rev. Long-Higgins, currently serving as the Transitional
Conference Minister, has distinguished himself during these last three years
as an effective, engaging leader who is well suited to continue the
conference efforts to live into its emerging future.
The background of this proposal from the Board of Directors to make this
nomination, a redefined job description, along with a biographical sketch of
Rev. Long-Higgins for those of you who do not yet know him are below.
The calling of Rev. Long-Higgins to the position of Conference Minister requires the vote of the
conference delegates which will take place during the Heartland Conference Annual Gathering, September 24-25. The specific timing of that vote will be identified once the agenda is published for the
Annual Gathering. The Gathering itself will be a hybrid on-site/virtual experience allowing all persons to be involved in event.
Please take time to acquaint yourselves with the FOLLOWING documents. If you have any
questions, you may email me at revdplant@yahoo.com or call me at 419-782-4580 (home phone)
or 419-980-4076 (mobile).
Be Blessed…Be a Blessing,
Rev. David G. Plant
Moderator, Heartland Conference, United Church of Christ

The documents referenced above, follow, and contain (pages):
Nomination Recommendation from the Heartland Conference Board of Directors (3)
Heartland Conference Calling and Job Description (2)
 Biographical Information for Rev. David Long-Higgins (1)
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MEETINGS
Stewardship: August 18, 2021 @ 1:00pm
(Zoom)

Trustees: July 12, 2021 @ 7:00pm (Zoom)

Diaconate: July 12, 2021 @ To Be Announced Council: July 19, 2021 @ 6:30pm (Zoom)
Faith Formation: To Be Announced
Music Committee: To Be Announced

MUSIC COMMITTEE
Are you interested in being a soloist over the summer months?
If so, contact Mr. Benjamin Knight, Music Director.
Benjamin will require the music two (2) weeks in advance of the date you choose to sing.

NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN
Thank you so much for the support and have a wonderful summer.

The Blessing Box items for the month of July are:
Chunky Soup
Chef Boyardee
Toilet Paper

Toothpaste

The following items are popular, and go fast from the Blessing Box:
Hygiene products
Toilet Paper
Diapers
Dish Soap

Cereal

PRAYER’S AND PRAISES


David K. and his family after the death of his brother.



Alleluia, Pilgrim is back in the Sanctuary for Worship!!!!



Everyone taking a much needed vacation this summer!
STEWARDSHIP
Cuyahoga Falls Good Neighbors is asking for school supplies!

This annual event is able to be successful due to the community support received.
The items needed include:
Binders (1 inch)
Glue Bottles
Marker (Thin & Thick)

Colored Pencils
Highlighters
Dry Erase Markers

Index Cards
Rulers
Mechanical Pencils

Please drop the items off on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
by July 16th.
Cash donations are needed, too! Send cash donations to:
Cuyahoga Falls Unit, Good Neighbors Inc., P.O. Box 233,
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222 Note: School Supplies
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The Stewardship Board

SHARING AMERICA’S RESOURCES ABROAD
No Report

THANK YOU’S
Dear Pilgrim UCC,
Thank you for your generous donation. Donations like this help us to provide abundant life to our
residents. Right now we are replenishing our art supplies to continue to provide our OMA—Opening
Minds through Art—for those living with dementia. Without donations such as yours, we would be
hard pressed to offer these fabulous programs.
Thanks Again,
Debbie Durbin, RN, LNHA, MBA
Administrator, Chapel Hill Community
United Church Homes

TREASURER
The air-conditioning unit in the social hall is being replaced at a cost of $5,000. Donations in any
amount will be greatly appreciated to help defer the cost.
Thank You for your prayerful consideration.
John Richards

TRUSTEES
The following are on the Trustees radar:
• Replacement of the Social Hall air conditioning unit will take place July 2, 2021.
• The contract with Absorbent Minds Montessori School will be negotiated by a committee made
up of Trustees beginning in mid-July after the Franks return from vacation.
Continued from page 1 . . .
sing along! It was as though a stone had been rolled away from the tomb of my soul’s self-imposed
slumber, and I was invited to partake in an awakening, a resurrection mystery, that happens every
day without fail, without my permission, without my awareness. This morning I was merely a guest
who, while on his way back to bed, stumbled into the holy of holies, where all things are one with
their Creator, and was invited to participate in a Truth far beyond my understanding, yet simple
enough for songbirds to comprehend. They don’t waste their precious time or sacred breath trying
to figure it out. They just sing. They sing when their hearts tell them to sing. Somehow, deep
down in my soul, I know that’s how it’s supposed to be with us, too.
“Let me seek, then, the gift of silence, and poverty, and solitude, where everything I touch is turned
into prayer: where the sky is my prayer, the birds are my prayer, the wind in the trees is my prayer,
for God is in all.” — Thoughts in Solitude, Thomas Merton
Shalom!
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Rev. Glen Shedlock
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Downloaded 06/23/2021 from: https://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-pages/print/camping-search-and-find-coloring13

Downloaded 06/24/2021 from: https://museprintables.com/download/word-search/50-states/
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ

July 2021 ~ Calendar

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

FRIDAY

2

SATURDAY

3

6:30-8:30pm Moonlight Serenader’s, MR
7:30-9:00 pm
Emotions Anon., AL

4

5

6

7

4TH OF JULY
Independence Day

4TH OF JULY
Independence Day
Observed

10:00 am - 1:30 pm
WRSS, AL

3-5pm Legacy Barbershop Quartet, HR

6:45-10:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
SH

3:00-7pm WRSS, CL,
AL

7:30-9:00 pm
Emotions Anon., AL

15

10:30 a.m. Worship
SANCTUARY

11

12

13

14

10:30 a.m. Worship
SANCTUARY

Diaconate mtg, TBA

10:00 am - 1:30 pm
WRSS, AL

3-5pm Legacy Barbershop Quartet, HR

6:45-10:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
SH

3:00-7pm WRSS, CL,
AL

20

21

10:00 am - 1:30 pm
WRSS, AL

3-5pm Legacy Barbershop Quartet, HR

6:45-10:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
SH

7 pm Trustees mtg,
Zoom mtg.

18
10:30 a.m. Worship
SANCTUARY

25
10:30 a.m. Worship
SANCTUARY

19
6:30 p.m. Council
mtg,, Heritage Room

26

7:30-9:00 pm
Emotions Anon., AL

9

16

17

12:00 - 3:00 pm
Akron Multi-District AA
5:00 p.m. AUGUST mtg, Adult Library

Spire Deadline

6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
AA meeting, SH
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3:00-7pm WRSS, CL,
AL

7:30-9:00 pm
Emotions Anon., AL

33rd
General Synod,
Kansas, Missouri
July 16 - July 20

27

28

29

30

10:00 am - 1:30 pm
WRSS, AL

3-5pm Legacy Barbershop Quartet, HR

6:45-10:00 pm
Broad Highway AA,
SH

3:00-7pm WRSS, CL,
AL

AMMS=Absorbent Minds Montessori School
AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
BHG=Broad Highway Group
CS=Cub Scouts
EA=Emotions Anonymous
PCL=Pilgrim’s Community Lunch
WRSS=Western Reserve Suzuki School
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6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
AA meeting, SH

22

Group Key:

15

8

6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
AA meeting, SH

7:30-9:00 pm
Emotions Anon., AL

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Website: www.pilgrimcf org
Facebook:
Cuyahoga Falls Pilgrim
United Church of Christ
YouTube:
Pilgrim UCC,
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
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6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
AA meeting, SH

31

6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
AA meeting, SH

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
SA=Sanctuary
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Library
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
RGR=Rev. Greene Room
SH=Social Hall

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

July 2021 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Masks - If NOT vaccinated & Social Distancing
Recorded Worship Service:

Website: www.pilgrimcf.org
Facebook: Cuyahoga Falls Pilgrim United Church of Christ
YouTube: Pilgrim UCC, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Glen Shedlock
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Open Position
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Benjamin Knight
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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