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CONTACT INFORMATION
Office:
Phone:
Fax:

330.928.4847
330.928.1017

Staff & E-Mail:

Reverend Kirk Bruce

Pastor:

Pastor’s Parable
Our faith is all about learning how to live life in the pattern
that God made life. Who sits in a snow bank, in the middle
of January, wearing only shorts to read a book? Or, who
wears a heavy coat and endeavors to slide down a hill in
June? Life has rhythms and patterns, and when we learn
those and endeavor to live within them it works so well. That
is part of what our faith life is all about, discerning the
patterns that God has made.

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:

Marilyn Freeman

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director:

Kyle Kelvington

kelvingtonk@gmail.com

Secretary:

Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Website:

www.pilgrimcf.org

You’ll find electronic versions of The
Pilgrim Spires; Calendar; Facility Use
Policies; Wedding & Funeral Information;
Act-It UP! Community Theatre; History
and more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in the
next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
An electronic version of the Monthly Spire
is available by email, if you would like to
save postage. Just contact the church
office.
Address changes? Contact the office.

Thank you!

One of those patterns is children grow up. Cheryl and I
leave soon to go to our son Luke and his fiancée Erin’s
wedding. It is a joy, but it marks a change. Life is always
changing. Another of the patterns of life that God created is
the taking time to rest. Genesis tells us that the world was
made in six days and on the seventh God rested. Was it six,
twenty four hour periods is not the point. All life needs time
to rest. The rocks do not rest and the dirt doesn’t need to
rest, but they are not alive either. My challenge to you is to
take time to rest and renew. There is more to do. There is
much more on the agenda. But, God wants you to be rested
and ready to go.
Just so you don’t miss my bad jokes too much I have
couple of them for you.
Do you know where math teachers go on vacation?
They go to “Times Square.”
How about crayons?
Do you know where they go on vacation?
Color-ado!
Take time for yourselves this summer. Take time to
learn, and to grow, and enjoy this beautiful world God has
created.
See you Sunday, July 22nd.
Shalom,
Pastor Kirk

1

Happy

Happy Birthday

Anniversary

Date—Name (Years)
7/9 - Brandon & Dani McIntyre (7)
7/16 - Mark & Laura Ahrens (1)
7/20 - Jim & Carol Letvin (50)
7/22 - Matt & Chelsey Kirkland (1)

Meetings are open to all!
Stewardship: Sunday, August 12 @ 11:45 a.m.
Diaconate: Monday, August 6 @ 6:30 p.m.
Music Committee:
Sunday, August 12 @ 11:30 a.m.
Trustees: Monday, August 13 @ 6:30 p.m.
Faith Formation:

Sunday, July 15 @ 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, August 7 @ T.B.A.
Picnic at Marilyn Freeman’s

Date—Name (Child’s Age)
7/4 - Barb Mellinger
7/6 - Jan Paden*
7/9 - Joel Stanley
7/11 - Ceci Ing
7/11 - Penny Petrusky
7/12 - Roberta Holzapfel
7/12 - Kurt Spenoso
7/13 - Jason Van Horn
7/14 - Mark McCullough
7/15 - Maura Schneider (14)
7/18 - Kris Gill
7/18 - Lindsey Mounts (15)
7/21 - Lillian Ing (13)
7/22 - Sam Dannemiller
7/25 - Joyce Carter
7/25 - Lou Yanik

Council (Official Board):
Monday, August 20 @ 7:00 p.m.

A Note from the Treasurer . . . John Richards

*Jan will be 93!
Independence Day

As of May 31, 2018:
Income: $74,500 Expense: $88,500

July 4, 2018
Pilgrim’s Offices will be closed!

Looking forward . . .
July 1, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. Rev. Jenna Brown, guest pastor
July 8, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. Rev. Barry Stirbens, guest pastor
July 15, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. Rev. Jim Nelson, guest pastor
July 17 - 19, 2018 at 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Faith Formation’s
Spirit of Service (Inter-generational V.B.S.)
July 22, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. Healing Service
July 29, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
August 12, 2018 at T.B.A. Great Summer Serve of Youth
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Our chickens are laying many eggs!
If you are interested in a dozen,
See Dan or Kelly Gerstenberger.
A contribution to the feed cost of the
chickens is greatly appreciated.
On Sunday mornings eggs are
in the refrigerator at Pilgrim!

PRAYERS FOR PILGRIMS
Please Pray For. . .
People to find their humanity, with all people being human beings first. Let us strive to be Christian.
A member with a new health issue added to her chronic conditions. Help her to cope and not give
up.
Our son, a father trapped in addiction. Pray for a miracle.
The children separated from their parents at our border.
Felicia G. and her family. Her husband Rod of 70 years, a former moderator of Pilgrim UCC, was
interred on June 18 at the VA Cemetery near Seville.
Daughter-in-law with cancer, lymphoma, a mother of young children. Pray for healing and comfort
for the family.
Marsha, a dear friend for over 40 years, and her struggle with mental illness.
All who vacation this summer to find time to reconnect with their families.
The family and victims of the Santa Fe, Texas high school shootings.
A young couple in a broken marriage.
Jane and her family.
Our niece Becky as she moves to North Carolina for a change in life and career.
My nephew, to find comfort & solace in a difficult home life.
Ethan Perkins Rios

Diaconate
Diaconate is seeking:
1. Liturgist’s are need Sunday mornings in August (5th, 12th, 26th) to read the Invocation
and the Scriptures.
2. People to purchase altar flowers ($30 - Checks payable to: PUCC) on the following
dates: July 8th & 15th and August 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th.
 Give the secretary your dedication or place it on the clipboard hanging up in the social
hall.
 Then take the flowers and delivery them to someone.
OR
 Ask Diaconate (Kathie, Polly, Crystal, Brian, or Rich) to deliver them.

Faith Formation
Do you know someone who is dealing with a health issue that may need support?
Prayer Shawls are available. Please see Marilyn Freeman.
June Faith Focus Lessons:
Faith Focus invites all of our little ones to come enjoy stories, music, crafts, games and light snacks.
It is designed for children 2 through 8 years of age.
Over the Summer weeks, July 1st – September 2nd, Faith Focus will spend more time outside in the
garden and the playground discovering God’s creation and just playing, as the weather permits.
There will be more painting, clay, and foam sticker art projects, too.
The July & August Take Home Faith Activity is a real simple one. Every family will receive a “Flat
Jesus.” You are to take Jesus with you on your summer journeys — parks, picnics, vacations, the
pool — anywhere and everywhere. Take a picture of your family with flat Jesus and text/e-mail it
back to me (Marilyn Freeman) or the church office. We will print out and post all of the places
Jesus goes! Jesus is always with us! If you need a flat Jesus, contact Marilyn Freeman.
https://algomadeanery.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/flat-jesus1.jpg
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Faith Formation
Picnic, Praise & Prayer
Behold! We do a NEW thing! Need to get out in the fresh air and enjoy nature? Want to gather
with some friends for a simple lunch? I have a plan for that. Wednesday, July 11th, at 11:45 am we
will meet in the parking lot at Lions Park, 641 Silver Lake Ave., and find a place to gather for lunch.
If it rains, we will meet the following day. We are keeping it simple, so bring a sack lunch with you
bottled beverage and a folding lawn chair. You may also drive through your favorite fast food place.
If someone just insists on bringing a dessert to share, I’m sure we would not refuse it!
We will try to keep the location easily accessible and offer assistance to carry chairs, etc., as
needed. There will be fellowship and food, followed by a time of devotions, scripture, reflection,
perhaps some simple chair yoga, easy stretching, and prayer. I will be using a wonderful book I
discovered (which prompted this idea), “Forty Days with the Holy Spirit: Fresh Air for Every Day”, by
Jack Levison.
Devotion/Prayer time will happen 12:15 – 12:35 so if you can join us on your scheduled lunch time
from work, please do! We will plan to do this once a month over the summer, unless you really like it
and then maybe we can add to the schedule. So July 11 th and August 8th for right now. We can also
vary the location, so stay tuned. See you in the park!
Spirit of Service July 17th - 19th 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
See list of things we need to collect on the page that follows!
Collection Box will be in the Social Hall in June!

Spirit The Pilgrim Garden
can always use
Of
Service some tending.

BLESSING JAR —
Safe traveling on our vacation. Time with family enjoying sand, sun & surf.
A four-legged companion that is a delight to have as part of our family.
Summer birthdays and activities outside.
The commitment of the United Church of Christ to all people, stepping in when
justice is violated and hospitality is impaired.
The ability to see the beautiful colors of the many birds, flowers, trees, bushes
and houses.

If you want to
practice your
Green Thumb —
or have some
ideas about what
we should plant,
please see
Marilyn Freeman.

Free Community Lunch
FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH (FCL)
FCL will take off the months of July and August.
On September 8, 2018 FCL will begin serving meals!

Stewardship Board
Watch for Pilgrim’s next offering - Neighbors In Need !
This will take place Sunday, October 7, 2018 during worship.
Thank you in advance for your consideration, prayer and generous offerings.
Materials will be available in September.
Are you interested in the direction of the United Church of Christ? Or would like to know more about
the United Church of Christ? Perhaps you are interested in how the United Church of Christ is
supporting issues of Justice and Hospitality. The national website: www.ucc.org and
EOA/WRA website: eoawraucc.org has an abundance of information available.
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Spirit of Service ~ Celebrating What’s Right With The World
Here is a list of things we can collect and the projects we will be working on for our Spirit of
Service program. Collection boxes will be in the Social Hall. We are inviting you to donate to the
various projects as you are able AND to come join in the fun and fellowship of being engaged in
service together. Everyone is welcome! There is something for all ages. Tuesday – Thursday,
July 17- 19, 2018, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. There will be music, stories, service projects, games and
snacks.
Chemo Kits:
fuzzy socks
books, magazines, crosswords
words searches, Sudoku
note cards, stationery
lip balm
Lubriderm lotion
lozenges-hard candy in ginger, citrus
peppermint, root beer
gingersnap cookies
soft hats, stretchy head wraps
Biotene toothpaste/mouthwash
Aquaphor Healing Ointment
fragrance free/skin sensitive lotions
anti-nausea wrist bands
wet wipes/hand sanitizer
tea – ginger, peppermint
neck pillow
decks of cards

Blessing Bags:
toothpaste/tooth brush
socks – clean white, assorted sizes
combs
wet wipes/hand sanitizer/soap
bandaids/first aid cream/travel size first aid
kit
shampoo – travel size
deodorant
Kleenex
beef jerky, granola bars, crackers, trail mix
wash cloths
Women’s feminine products
small note book/pencil
sunscreen/lip balm
Packaging:
New or gently used book bags/back packs
Ladies purses (great way to recycle!)
Big socks—especially the Blessing bags

Monetary donations to purchase any needed supplies is an option!
Service Projects:
1. Assemble the chemo kits and blessing bags. If you know someone who can use either of these
items you are welcome the take a few with you. They will be delivered to places where they are
needed.
2. Finish filling and packing our Church World Service School book bags.
3. Making tied blankets. This involves tying knots! Everyone can tie a knot! We can make LOTS
of these. They will be added to the above kits, and taken to homeless shelters and nursing
homes in need.
4. Calling all knitters and crochet-ers! We have patterns for little baby hats that can go to the
hospitals to keep little babies heads warm. We have knit and crochet patterns for prayer
shawls which we can include with our chemo kits and take to nursing homes. If you would like
to get an early start on any of these projects, please see Marilyn Freeman
5. Card making. All of our kits and blankets will be accompanied by a handmade card with a hand
written note of prayer and blessing. There are also special blessing cards to go with our prayer
shawls.

Please Come and Join our Spirit of Service!
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Trustees
The Trustee Board has agreed to a contract with Ohio Painting & Pressure Wash Inc. for
approximately $21,000 to paint the exterior of Pilgrim over the 2018 summer, dependant on
weather.
If any member or friend of Pilgrim would like to donate specifically to this endeavor, please write
“PAINT” on the line following “Other” on your monthly or weekly envelopes.
Thank You!
The Trustees have ordered the new steeple lights. The lights are to be installed after they arrive.
Also, steps are being taken to address the outside ramp door to the sanctuary.
Lastly, the parking lot has been under discussion to be repaired and sealed.
This is the summer for beautifying the church!
The Trustees are gathering bids for the parking lot repair, seal, and striping.
Look for information on this within the next two months.

Staff Vacations
Summer is in full swing! Vacations and Mission Trips for Pilgrim’s Staff are in various stages.
Rev. Kirk Bruce, Minister June 25 - July 15 Please call the church office if you need pastoral care!
The secretary will contact: Rev. Sprite Johnson, Interim Minister at Bethany UCC.
The following are the Ministers leading Pilgrim in Worship:
July 1
Rev. Jenna Brown
July 8
Rev. Barry Stirbens
July 15
Rev. Jim Nelson
Marilyn Freeman, Faith Formation Director

Sept. 30

Thank You
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim UCC of Cuyahoga Falls:
Thank you for your gift of $135 to Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries!
Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries provide an important ministry in the United Church of Christ
by preparing leaders for ministry in congregations and community settings, locally and across the
globe. Each seminary is a vibrant, caring, and inspiring place to pursue theological education.
Students are both nurtured and challenged as they pursue their call to ministry. These students are
serving and will serve the wider church with pastoral skill.
Thank you for investing in the leadership of the United Church of Christ. Enclosed is your thank you
certificate (Bulletin Board across from the office) for your 2017 gifts to CUE seminaries. Please
display the certificate proudly in your congregation.
Thank you for supporting theological education as a vital part of your ministry.
With gratitude,
Thank you for helping Marty Zimmerman
celebrate her 90th birthday on June 30th.
The many cards were a wonderful outpouring of
love to help her celebrate her very special day.
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Kiely Todd Roska, Director, CUE Seminaries
Thank you to everyone who helped
keep up with the tasks of the church in
our absence, especially, Marilyn
Freeman and Chuck Stanley.
Dan & Kelly Gerstenberger

Pilgrim

July 2018
Sunday

1

Monday

2

10:30 am Worship No AMMS Day
Rev. Jenna Brown Camp
11:30am Noonan &
Richards Fellowship, SH
No Stewardship
Mtg
No Diaconate Mtg

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

4

No AMMS Day Camp Independence
Day
11 am - 8 pm WRSS OFFICES
Cello Lessons, AL
CLOSED

Thursday

5

8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

7-9pm EA, HR

9

10

11

12

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Fun &
Fitness

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Fun & Fitness

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Fun &
Fitness

8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Fun &
Fitness
11 am - 3 pm
WRSS Cello
Lessons, AL
1:30 - 8 pm
WRSS - Violin
Lessons, CL, N

18

19

11 am - 8 pm WRSS
Cello Lessons, AL
No Trustees Mtg

15

16

17

10:30 am Worship
Rev. Jim Nelson
11:30am FCLTeam
Fellowship, SH
11:45 am FF, AL

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Mad Scientist

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Mad Scientist

10:30am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30 am Healing
Service, SA
Rev. Kirk Bruce
11:30am Team #4Fellowship, SH

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Mad Scientist

23

24

25

26

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Blast off to Space

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Blast off to Space

8:30 am - 3 pm
8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp AMMS - Camp Blast off to Space Blast off to Space

11 am - 8 pm WRSS
Cello Lessons, AL

11 am - 3 pm
WRSS Cello
Lessons, AL
1:30 - 7 pm
WRSS - Violin
Lessons, N

5-8 pm Donato’s
Nite, State Rd. &
Chestnut Blvd.

29

30

31

10:30am Worship
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am Lemonade on the Lawn,
1:30 - 4:30 pm GS
Troop #501Bridging Ceremony,
K, SH

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Fairy Tales

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Fairy Tales
11 am - 8 pm WRSS
Cello Lessons, AL
8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

8:00 pm AA, SH
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7-9pm EA, HR

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Camp Mad Scientist
11 am - 3 pm
11 am - 8 pm WRSS WRSS Cello
Cello Lessons, AL
Lessons, AL
3 - 8 pm WRSS 6:30 - 8:30 pm Spirit Violin Lessons,CL
of Service, SH
6:30 - 8:30 pm
8 pm Broad Highway Spirit of Service,
SH
AA Group, HR

8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

7

7

No AMMS Day
Camp

10:30 am Worship
Rev.
Barry Stirbens
11:30am Team #3
Fellowship ,SH

22

6

Saturday

No AMMS Day
Camp

8

No Council Mtg

Friday

14

8:00 pm AA, SH

20

21

5:00 p.m.
DEADLINE
for August
SPIRE!
8:00 pm AA, SH

6:30 - 8:30 pm
Spirit of Service,
SH
7–9 pm EA, AL

27

28
8 am - 6 pm Bruce
Family Reunion
K, HR, SH

Noon - 7 pm
Set-Up Bruce
Family Reunion,
K, HR, SH
8:00 pm AA, SH

7–9 pm EA, HR
Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Lib.
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery
RGR=Rev. Greene
Room

SA=Sanctuary
SH=Social Hall
Group Key:
AMMS=
Absorbent Minds
Montessori
School
AA=Alcoholics
Anonymous

BHG=Broad Highway Group (FOTS)
EA=Emotions
Anonymous
FF=
Faith Formation
GS=Girl Scouts
WRSS=Western
Reserve Suzuki
School

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

July 2018 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce,
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman,
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Kyle Kelvington,
kelvingtonk@gmail.com
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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