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CONTACT INFORMATION
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Staff & E-Mail:
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Pastor:

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Secretary:

Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:

Marilyn Freeman

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director:

Amy Sauriol

Cleaning Services:

Peter Paugh

amymalyuk@gmail.com

Website:

www.pilgrimcf.org

You’ll find electronic versions of The
Pilgrim Spires; Calendar; Facility Use &
Facility Use Policies; Wedding &
Funeral Information; Act-It UP!
Community Theatre; History and more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in the
next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
Would you prefer to receive this via
email?
Please contact the church office.
Address changes?
Contact the office.

Thank you!
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I am not a Mahatma Gandhi, Mother Theresa or Albert Einstein so
what difference can I make? Ever feel that way? Sure you have.
The reality is that they are not the only ones who can make a
difference in the world. The truth is, every one of us has been put in
this world by God to contribute and make a difference to the world in
our own unique way. Your calling is to make the world a little better
because you have been here.
It need not be an Enormous Task. Mother Theresa said, “If you can’t
feed a hundred people, then feed just one.” You already have what
it takes to make the world a better place. One of my favorite
benedictions says, “You do not have to light the world, only be a light
in the world.” Making a difference to the world may seem like an
enormous task, but the real difference is made by the collective
effort of everyone making their small contributions.
Start now, it is not too late and it is not too early. There is no one
best time to start to make a difference to the world. You don’t need
to wait till you have the time to share some love; you don’t have to
wait till you make more money to share a slice of bread. Little
efforts count.
No contribution is too small. Every positive difference makes a
difference. “Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do
something.” If you think that everything has been taken care of by
somebody and your contribution is not going to make much of a
difference, then you’re wrong. Can you imagine if everyone else
started to think the same way? It is our responsibility to seek ways
to contribute, large and small.
Happiness and love are the two greatest gifts you can give to the
world. Too often, we’re too indulged in our own gratifications that
we forget there are people in this world that we can make a little
happier and feel more loved. “To receive, we must first give.” And
the more we give, the more we receive.
Anthony D’Angelo said, “If you have time to whine and complain
about something then you have the time to do something about it.”
All the whining and complaining in the world is not going to make a
difference to the world. It will only drain you of your precious energy
from doing things that do make a difference. Instead of whining and
complaining, seek to use the time more productively by engaging in
activities that matter. When it comes to making a difference, nothing
matters more than taking action.
Shalom,
Pastor Kirk

Hospice of Western Reserve has a great need for volunteers in (our) area.
Volunteer education classes are scheduled for various days and times throughout their northern
Ohio service area.
Opportunities are available...to provide support for...patients (and) non-patient opportunities...as
well.
To learn more, see the flier on the bulletin board across from the church office.

Meetings are open to all people attending Pilgrim!
Sharing America’s Resources Abroad (S.A.R.A.): To Be Announced
Diaconate: Monday, August 1st @ 6:30 p.m. July No Meeting
Music Committee: Sunday, August 14 @ 11:30 a.m. (after worship)
Stewardship: Sunday, August 7th @ 11:45 am (after worship) July No Meeting
Trustees: Monday, August 8 @ 6:30 p.m. No Meeting in July.
V.B.S./Faith Formation: Tuesday, August 9th @ 6pm Picnic on the Patio
Evangelism: Monday, August 15 @ 5:30 p.m. No Meeting in July.
Community Connections Committee (CCC): Monday, August 15 @ 6:30 p.m.
Council: Monday, August 15th @ 7:00 p.m. No meeting in July
Act-It UP! Community Theater: To Be Announced

Thank You’s Received in June
Thank you to Mary Ann Reiser and Kathie Richards for rides and the
church for the flowers.
Donna Ford
Dear Pilgrim Family,
Thank you for the altar flowers delivered to me by Kathie Richards
following my surgery. I appreciate her thoughtfulness and the prayers and
well-wishes of others.
Sincerely,
Sue Gillman
Dear Pilgrim,
Thank you for the wonderful tour, highlighting your connection to the Underground Railroad. The
Kids look forward to it and parents who have never been in our church really appreciate it. Over
the years I frequently hear students say, “I’ve never been in a church before.” By allowing our
students in and sharing our heritage, you are planting seeds. Sometimes that is all it takes for it to
sprout some day in the future.
Sincerely,
Cheryl Bruce, Richardson Elementary 4th Grade Teacher
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More Thank You’s Received in June
Dear Rev. Bruce,
It is both a privilege and a joy to be able to share the story of the mission and ministry of United Church Homes with local congregations such as yours. Thank you for the gift for Chapel Hill Community.
Through this gift, our caring staff brings a committed “Spirit” of compassion, hope and healing for every resident and/or family
member that needs our services. Whether it is independent senior living, short term rehabilitation and therapy, assisted living, or
long-term nursing care with support for the journey of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease; please know that the difference between
a place to stay and a place to call home is made possible through support of friends like you!
Please let us know if there are additional ways that our staff might support your congregation’s ministry with elder adults or if there
are other ways that we can support your member’s participation in the ministries carried out throughout United Church Homes
communities.
Peace, understanding, faith and hope for those we serve...this is our mission and our ministry
of care. Thank you for blessing the lives of our residents through your kindness.
With Gratitude,
Rev. Beth Long-Higgins
Director of Outreach and Mission Integration
United Church Homes

Dear Pilgrim UCC,
Thank you for your generous gift to Back Bay Mission! Your gift to Friends of the Mission makes it possible to
met the most urgent needs of the poor and marginalized of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Your gift is at work helping a homeowner stay in their home, providing a homeless person with an apartment,
giving someone enough food to make it to their next paycheck, and many other ways.
Most importantly, your gift is at work making sure that Back Bay Mission is here to provide a safe and welcoming
environment to everyone who comes through our doors. Thank you for partnering with us through your generous gift.
We—and those we serve—are ever grateful.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Alice Graham, Ph.D., Executive Director
Dear Rev. Bruce,
Thank you for being so supportive of the S.O.S. Benefit Concert and for helping out in all the ways you did. I really
learned a lot from the experience. I met a lot of people from the community and feel even better about being a part of
Cuyahoga Falls. (I also learned how difficult fundraising is!) I also realized that you and your church took a chance
on whether I would successfully put the concert together, and I really appreciate it.
Best,
Meredith (Gallagher)

Mission Trip 2016
June 18 - 26, 2016
Still available!

Our Mission Trip destination to Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, MI was a success.
Sponsor/Stock Certificates are still available to help with the cost of the trip.
The stock purchase entitles a purchaser to a thank you dinner &
a detailed report of their journey, on:
Thursday, August 4th at 6 pm
Thank you for your continued support of our mission work!
Pilgrim is STILL in Need of a copy of the Pilgrim United Church of Christ’s 2000 Annual Report.
If you have a spare copy, or one that can be copied, please bring it by the office.
Thank you!
Volunteers are needed to help with Fellowship hour in the Social Hall over the summer months.
Do you want to help and have a few questions?
Just call the church office at 330-928-4847 or
Shari Schneider 330-785-8791 or Janna Redd 330-352-3831!
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For Fellowship and Good Food!
The next date will be July 28th 5 - 8pm

Are you looking for a way to help Pilgrim?

Angel Wings are located on the bulletin board outside of the kitchen with different items ranging
from $5.00 on up, that the various Boards and Committees are requesting. Just pick one or more,
include the amount of money, and submit to the office or place in an envelope in the offering
plate. ?’s Kelly Gerstenberger

Gardening anyone?

If you just love playing in the dirt (like me!), OR would like to learn something
about gardening, OR want to help grow food to feed people and raise
money for our Free Community Lunch Program, please let me (Marilyn
Freeman) know.
There is always a list of garden chores!
Garden picture and updates are posted on our Face Book pages, check us out!
Save Our Steeple Campaign Update
Donations received as of 6/20/16 totals $89,380.09 of our $250,000 goal.
Pilgrim United Church of Christ has received 4 responses from the
19 Request For Proposals (RFP’s) sent out. The deadline was extended
for Vendor’s to reply to June 17th at 5 pm.
The Trustees will call a special meeting to select the best vendor.
(Who? Start Date? Were not available at press time!)
We are in need of people willing to go to local businesses to solicit for donations.
Please call the office to get the list of businesses that have not been approached
If you would like to have the Steeple Light Up the Night Skies,
Contact the church office at 330-928-4847

The Pulse of Pilgrim

Births:

(Thank You Audrey Crain for this suggestion!)
New Addresses:

Grace Elizabeth Howell,
born: 1/16/2016, baptized: 4/17/16

Deaths:

Jack Truby, 1/12/2016
Alice Geopert, 1/14/2016
JoAnn Neill, 1/17/2016
Ina Loretta Fresh, 2/2/2016
William J. Zeller, 4/7/2016
Richard A. Wright, 5/20/2016
Waymon L. Carter, 5/22/2016
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Don Neill
c/o Silver Lake Towers
3066 Kent Rd., Apt. 209B
Stow, OH 44224

Robert Milk
c/o Roscoe Regional Rehab &
Residential Care
420 Rockland Rd.
Roscoe, NY 12776

Marty Zimmerman
c/o Sunrise Assisted Living
of Cuyahoga Falls
1500 State Road
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO...
Jim & Carol Letvin
7/20

Congratulations!
Scholarships were Awarded to:
Cecilia Ing
Rayna Fisher
Kacy Wagner

Sunday, August 14 – The Great Summer Serve
Sponsored by the EOA/WRA for youth in grades 6 -12 in
both associations.
We gather for worship at Trinity UCC in Canton, followed by lunch,
divide up into work teams, and then sent out into the Canton area
for various work/service projects.
We re-gather at Trinity by 4 pm for games, pizza and closing worship.
What a great way to end the summer by serving others!

Notes from Save Our Steeple Fund Donors:
Dear Pastor Kirk & Fellow Parishioners,
Enclosed please find check...representing a donation towards your SOS: Save Our Steeple
campaign. We realize what a challenge it is to raise needed funds for repairs. It is our prayer that
this small show of support will help Pilgrim UCC reach the ultimate goal. May God continue to bless
and guide you through this fundraising campaign.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Christopher R. Helton, St. Peter UCC, Seven Hills, OH
Greetings,
Loved the idea in the Stow Sentry today regarding the concert to raise $’s for the Steeple repairI am a member of the church & would like to donate. Sincerely, Margie Easterling
I lived in Cuyahoga Falls for almost 80 years & your church & steeple are part of Cuyahoga Falls.
So many beautiful buildings have been demolished history untold. Mrs. Dorlene DiPaola
In Memory of Lois A. Hannahs.
Helen Magers, Bev Hannahs Aunt

Library Corner
Book of the Month
Books That Nurture Spirituality
Look for the return of this in the fall!

Is anyone interested in forming a Book Club?
Ideas for meeting times/places and books to read is wide open.
See Marilyn
“I’m creating a list of interesting book titles.”
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Email Sent Thursday 6/16/2016 from ucctakeaction@ucc.org
From Prayer to Action: Act to End Gun Violence
This week 49 beautiful lives were cut short in Orlando by a man bent on violence and with access to high powered weapons. This
event, and the many that have proceeded it, painfully illuminate the desperate need for change.
Enough is enough.
We are grateful for the courageous witness of Sen. Chris Murphy, whose home state of Connecticut experienced the devastating impact
of gun violence when precious young lives were lost as a result of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shootings in 2012. Last night,
Sen. Murphy, along with Senate colleagues, engaged in 15-hour filibuster to demand a vote on two key gun violence prevention measures. These proposed amendments would expand background checks to include the sale of guns through gun shows and the Internet,
and prevent individuals who appear on terror watch lists from buying firearms.
The prophet asks, “How long, O Lord, how long?” After Charleston, San Bernadino, Roseburg, Oregon, Aurora, Colorado, and Newtown, Connecticut, Congress failed to take any action on reducing and preventing gun violence. With 30,000 lives lost to gun violence
every year in the United States, Congress fails to act to stem the epidemic of gun violence.
We have a rare opportunity to help advance needed change. Now is the time to call on our leaders and say: Enough pain. Enough
despair. Enough injustice. Enough inaction. It is time to move from thoughts and prayers to meaningful action.

Call, write, and tweet at your Senators and urge them to support measures to close gun sales loopholes.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?

Anyone interested in helping with S.A.R.A (Sharing America’s Resources Abroad) are invited to speak
with Jo Kindel to learn about the group and to make suggestions on how Pilgrim can continue to
help with this mission.
If you want to know more about S.A.R.A, look at the S.A.R.A. framed display on
the wall in the Social Hall and pick up a yellow flier or call Jo Kindel at 330-945-4166.
Donations in memory of...

Happy Birthday
Date—Name
7/4 - Barbara Mellinger
7/6 - Jan Paden
7/9 - Joel Stanley
7/10 - Lena Macale
7/11 - Cecilia Ing
7/12 - Roberta Holsapfel
7/12 - Kurt Spenoso
7/13 - Jason VanHorn
7/14 - Mark McCullough
7/15 - Michael Ing
7/15 - Maura Jeanne Schneider
7/18 - Kris Gill
7/18 - Lindsey Mounts
7/19 - Megan Weaver
7/21 - Lillian Ing
7/22 - Matthew Chase
7/22 - Sam Dannemiller
7/25 - Joyce Carter
7/25 - Lou Yanik
6

Please accept this donation for your Free
Community Lunch program in memory of
Waymon Carter.
John & Kristine Mogen
In memory of Waymon Carter with loving
thoughts of his daughter Andrea & her husband
Eric Williams.
The Osborn Family

Even More Thank You’s in June!!
Dear Pastor & Mrs. Bruce,
Thank you for your hospitality. You made it easy to feel right at
home with you. Thanks for making the visit so nice.
From the time I approached you about the project, you have
been kind & welcoming. Although times may have been a little
hectic, it’s been a pleasure to create this project with the prayer
that it brings you a little closer to your goal.
Sincerely,
April Anderson

Speaking of Cultural & Religious Awareness

6/12/2016 @ 6:58 pm

Hello Friends & Partners,
The Islamic Center issued the following statement in response to the recent attack in Orlando early this morning.
In Peace, Aalia Haque
Islamic Society of Akron & Kent
June 12, 2016
The Islamic Society of Akron & Kent (ISAK) expresses its profound shock and pain at this morning’s cruel and
cold-blooded massacre in the Orlando nightclub. This heinous act of violence by a deranged man with a Muslim background is
utterly indefensible.
Members of the Muslim community in northeastern Ohio join the nation in condemning this carnage, standing
shoulder-to-shoulder with members of other faith communities in praying for and sharing the pain of the loved ones of those who lost
their lives or got injured in this latest tragedy.
“This morally reprehensible act is also unquestionably wrong and doubly misguided, particularly when it is committed in the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan. This month is meant to instill patience, empathy, and self-restraint among the followers of the faith; not to
act out of anger, cruelty and disregard for life and dignity of honorable men and women the terrorist just murdered,” said Ghulam N.
Mir, ISAK Director of Public Relations.
In his statement, ISAK President Faheem Shaikh said: "ISAK sends its condolences to the families of the victims. This sad occasion
is particularly tragic when it occurs only days after Americans and people around the world celebrated the life and mourned the death
of Muhammad Ali, a great Muslim American hero. Muhammad Ali himself had recently condemned extremism and violence in the
name of any religion, including Islam. Islam, which by its very name means peace, cannot be reconciled with this paradox between
the true faith of Islam and the violence committed in its name."
This is a time of reflection for all of us, this time around under the worst of circumstances, just as it was under the best of
circumstances only a week ago when we all rallied around the life and times of an American hero, Muhammad Ali.
Islamic Society of Akron & Kent
152 E. Steels Corners Rd.
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224
Phone: 330-922-9991

Dates to remember:
JOY Kids Camp (aka VBS) is gearing up for “Fishing with Jesus,” July 12 - 14!
There is a big fish poster in the Social Hall with ways you can help us with this
endeavor. Please take little fish off the board and supply our needs.
On Thursday evening we are really going fishing at Gorge Park!
Please come and join us as we fish, paint rocks and eat hot dogs!
Our mission focus this year will be “Feed My Sheep” soup kitchen located in Redeemer United
Methodist Church on the corner of Dayton Street and Cuyahoga Falls Avenue. They are in need of
canned chicken.
We are making this a church-wide project for the month of July. Our goal is to fill a clothes basket
with canned chicken. The basket will be located in the Social Hall. Let’s fill the basket!
Thank you for your generosity!!
Have children, grandchildren, or neighbors with children?
Invite them to come to this uniquely created program 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Tuesday, July 12 - Thursday, July 14th..
On Thursday evening a mini-picnic with some actual fishing at Gorge Park.
Adventures with God Camp - August 1, 2, 3, 2016
Open to all God’s children going into 1st grade through coming out of 6th grade. “Living My Life as
A Prayer” is our theme this year. We will explore and experience all the many ways we can pray.
There is tent camping, crafts, hiking, biblical storytelling, games, campfires, slip & slide water fun,
good food and FUN!
Registration forms: On our website www.pilgrimcf.org OR by stopping by the Pilgrim Office.
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Prayers for Pilgrims
Please pray for the Orlando Pulse victims & Christina Grimmies family.
Please pray for healing for Jackie Wanclovic who fell and had surgery at Cleveland Clinic.
She is currently healing at National Church Residences (Traditions) on Bath Rd.
Please pray for Gaye, a very dear friend, had a stroke two weeks ago and (is) unable to
eat, talk, & move. Asking (for) prayers for her for strength to fight back and recover.
Please pray for the Hyden family for God’s love and peace.
Please pray for (a) safe Summer Season, The Fallen Soldiers, & Family.
Please keep Diane Hord’s husband in your prayers.
Please Pray for blessings & (the) gift of the Love of Family.
Please pray for Tricia Ann & her daughter dealing with health issues.
Please pray for & send cards to Lois Shook at Bath Manor.
Please pray for our church during this time of transition.

A Stewardship Moment:

Good Neighbors

Once again the start of anew school year is just around the corner! The Cuyahoga Falls Good Neighbors Unit is again
asking the community to support our Annual School Drive to benefit the children in need within our area. Our unit serves
Cuyahoga Falls, Stow, Munroe Falls, Silver Lake, Hudson, and Peninsula. This year our School District Drive will take
place August 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. This Drive can only be successful with the support of the members of the community.
There is a great need for cash donations so that we may supply these children with new shoes, socks, underwear, and
tops/t-shirts as well as the necessary school
supplies. We respectfully request that all donations be made by August 12th.
Please mail cash contributions to:
Cuyahoga Falls Unit, Good Neighbors, Inc.
P.O. Box 233
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222
All cash donations will be gratefully accepted and used for shoes, clothing, and school supplies.
The school supplies needed include:
school boxes
glue or glue sticks
loose leaf binders
pens/pencils
scissors
pocket folders
filler paper (wide rule) markers
rulers
filler paper (college rule) erasers
small dictionaries
book bags
protractors
pencil sharpeners
backpacks
Spiral notebooks (narrow & wide rule)
crayons
Donations can be dropped off from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays prior to the School Drive. We
welcome anyone who would like to volunteer in the unit or help with the School Drive. We are located at 1742
2nd Street in Cuyahoga Falls.
Sincerely,
Jackie Wanclovic, Chairperson
Annual School Drive
Cuyahoga Falls Good Neighbors
A Very Special . . .
Thank you to April Anderson, Sharon Alberson, Jeff Durr & others
The program was delightful - song, humor, history & lots of goosebumps!
Thank you to April Anderson, vocalist; Sharon Alberson, piano; Jeff Durr, bass;
the Diaconate Board: Kathie Richards; Music Committee: Amy Sauriol,
Brian Ewart, Mark Opritza; and Mackenzie, Maura & Shari Schneider.
Thank you to the Pilgrim Members who came out to support this program.
We welcomed approximately 45 people into our Sanctuary!
The $577.00 raised for this very special gift given by April, Sharon and Jeff!
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KEY:

Sun
AL = Adult Library
AT = Attic
CL = Children’s Library
GR = Rev. Greene Room
HR = Heritage Room
K = Kitchen
N = Nursery
SH = Social Hall
OS = Off Site

3
10:30 am Worship with
Rev. Jonathan M. Dodson
Special Music:
K. Gerstenberger

10
10:30 am Worship with
Ed Schadle
Special Music: Don Moore
11:45 am Save Our Steeple Mtg.

17
10:30 am Worship with
Rev. David Kiewit
Special Music:
J.O.Y. Kids Singers

24
10:30 am Worship Rev. K. Bruce
Special Music: Ken Anderson

31
Special Music:
Ashley Hafler & Mark Miller

Mon

OFFICE IS CLOSED

4 ~Independence Day~

11

18

25

5

Tue

8 pm FOTS AA

12

5

Wed

2 - 7 pm WRSS, CL & AL

13
1:30 - 7:30 pm WRSS. CL & AL
6 pm Meal J.O.Y Kids Camp
6:30 - 8:30 pm Program (VBS)

20
1:30 - 7:30 pm WRSS. CL & AL

27
1:30 - 7:30 pm WRSS. CL & AL

8

5 - 9 pm FCL Fundraiser
Parking Lot

1

8:30 pm AA

9

8:30 pm AA

2

Sat

7

5 - 9 pm FCL Fundraiser
Parking Lot

16

Fri

8 pm Emotions Anon.

15

Thu

14

8:30 pm AA

6 pm Meal J.O.Y Kids Camp
6:30 - 8:30 pm Program (VBS)
at Gorge Shelter House - Picnic

5 - 9 pm FCL Fundraiser
Parking Lot

29

5 - 9 pm FCL Fundraiser
Parking Lot

8:30 pm AA

National Anthem Rehearsals, SH

10 - 10:45 am WRSS -

30

8:30 pm AA

23

21

8 pm Emotions Anon.

28

5 - 8 pm Donatos Nite, OS

8 pm Emotions Anon.

5 - 9 pm FCL Fundraiser
Parking Lot

22

July 2016

6 pm Meal J.O.Y Kids Camp
6:30 - 8:30 pm Program (VBS)

8 pm FOTS AA

19

8 pm FOTS AA

26

8 pm FOTS AA
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

July 2016 Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
9:30 am Faith Formation
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce, pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman, pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Amy Sauriol, amymalyuk@gmail.com

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847
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Cleaning Service
Peter Paugh
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger, pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
COUNCIL NEWS:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
TRUSTEE BOARD NEWS:

THANK YOU TO:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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