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The Pilgrim Spire  
January 2017  

  

P i lg r im  Un i ted  Church  o f  Ch r is t  

130  B road  Bou leva rd 

Cuyahoga  Fa l l s ,  OH 44221 

 

Pastorõs Parable 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Office:  
 Phone:     330.928.4847  
 Fax:         330.928.1017  
 
 

Staff & E -Mail:  
 

Pastor:         Reverend Kirk Bruce 
           pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net  

 

Secretary:      Kelly Gerstenberger 
            pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net  

 

Faith Formation Director: 
                        Marilyn Freeman 
                  pilgrimce@ameritech.net  

 

Music Director:     Kyle Kelvington 
                      kelvingtonk@gmail.com  
 

Cleaning Services:     Peter Paugh 
 

 

Website:  
                       www.pilgrimcf.org  
 

Youôll find electronic versions of The  
Pilgrim Spires; Calendar; Facility Use & 
Facility Use Policies; Wedding &  
Funeral Information; Act -It UP!  
Community Theatre; History and more!  
 

 

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a 
month.  If you have something to share 
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact 

the church office to have it included in 
the next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire. 
 
 

Would you prefer to receive this via 
email? 
Please contact the church office. 
 

 

Address changes?   
Contact the office. 
 
 

Thank you!  

 

Itôs a new year!  I know you are thinking, ñHe went to 
how many years of college to figure that one out?ò  But, 
January 1st hasnôt always been our New Year.  Way 
back when, the Romans had a god named Janus.  He 
was the god of doors and gates and had two faces one 
looking forward and one looking back.  So, Julius  
Caesar thought it would be appropriate for Janusô  
namesake month to be the doorway to a new year.  And 
consequently he made it so. 
 

But then, after Rome fell and Christianity spread 
throughout Europe, the celebration of the New Year was 
seen as pagan, so the first day of the year was moved 
to a more agreeable date to Christianize it.  March 25th 
was the day Christians commemorate Maryôs  
announcement that she miraculously was pregnant and 
that became New Years Day.  Other countries used 
Christmas Day, December 25th, and still others used 
Easter Sunday.  This calendrical chaos worked for a 
while, but a frustrated pope put an end to it during the 
Middle Ages as he also restored January 1st as the first 
day of the year. 
 

The question I want to ask you is,  ñWhat are you going 
to do with the New Year?ò  Keep on doing the same old 
stuff, or see it as an opportunity to let go of what was, 
and to claim what you want to become.  Our culture is 
big into these New Yearôs Resolutions.  I promise to  
exercise every day; I promise to have the bulletin turned 
into the secretary by Wednesday and so on.  But then 
life comes along and before we know it, it is Thursday 
and we have failed.  How about this one, I promise to 
always do my best, be my best, and strive to be the 
person God calls me to be.  When I fail, I will hear Godôs 
call, rise up and start all over again.  Thatôs one we all 
need, and we can all keep, because there is room for 
our failure and opportunity for our redemption.  In this 
new year, strive to be the person God calls you to be.  
When you fail, get up, know that you are loved, and 
keep on trying. 
 
See You Sunday. 
 

Shalom, 
 

Pastor Kirk 

http://www.pilgrimcf.org/
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Thank Youôs Received in December 
 

¶ Thank You from The Schneider Family, during this time of 
struggle, for the wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner! 

 

¶ Thank you for taking part in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF....Your 
gift ensures that UNICEF can help save the lives of the worldôs 
most vulnerable children....UNICEFôs lifesaving interventions 
and programs around the world have helped reduce the number of child deaths 
by nearly 50% since 1990, 16,000 children still die every dayðand they donôt 
have to.  Thousands of children under the age of 5 die every day from causes 
we already  know how to prevent.  UNICEFôs solutions are simple, proven, and 
highly cost-effective.  Your donation will help provide: 

 -Lifesaving vaccines and insecticide-treated bed nets 
 -Emergency relief following natural disasters 
 -Educational opportunities 
 -School-in-a-Box kits, and much more. 
    We are so grateful that you, along with thousands of schools, clubs, volunteers,  
    and local communities have joined us in putting children first.  We wish you all  
    the best and look forward to your ongoing partnership. 
       Caryl M. Stern, President & CEO UNICEF 

 

Meetings are open to all people attending Pilgrim!  
 

Sharing Americaôs Resources Abroad (S.A.R.A.): To Be Announced  
 

Diaconate:  Monday, January 2 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Music Committee:  Sunday, January 8 @ 11:30 a.m.  (after worship)  
 

Stewardship: Sunday, January 8 @ 11:45 am  (after worship)  
 

Trustees:  Monday, January 9 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Faith Formation:  Tuesday, January 10 @ 7pm  
 

Evangelism:   Monday, January 9 @ 9:00 a.m. at Panera  
 

Community Connections Committee (CCC):  Monday, January 16 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Council:   Monday, January 16 @ 7:00 p.m.  
 

A Womenôs Retreat Fund has been 
started to collect the Candy sales money.   
 

If you would like to start paying ahead for 
the Retreat in November 2017, please 
designate in the ñOtherò portion of your 
giving envelope ñWomenôs Retreatò with 
the amount enclosed. 
   

The Retreat will be great with You there! 

Time, Talent & Treasure & Pledge Forms for 
2016 are still being collected. 

 
Pilgrim depends on itôs members & friends to  

keep the church moving forward 
into the future! 

Thank You! 
Stewardship Board  
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Acme Register Tapes:   
All ACME register tapes dated August 11 through December 31 
are due in the Faith Formation office not later than January 20. 
The ACME tape collection box is located in the Social Hall. 

Save Our Steeple Campaign Update  
 

Donations received as of 12/26/2016 totals: 
    $123,303.91 of our $250,000 goal. 
Donation Notes: 

 
 

Evangelism Meetings -- 
 

Evangelism is trying something new to engage congregational interest and help in growing our  
Pilgrim Faith Community.  With that in mind, we will be holding our meetings out in the community 
at local coffee shops .  The meeting places will rotate and as this is an experiment, we will change 
the meeting times quarterly, seeking a convenient time that has impact. All meetings will be on the 
2nd Monday of the month and will occur at 9:00 a.m.  We invite you to mark your calendars and 
plan on attending! 
 

Monday, January 9th 9 a.m. -- Panera Graham Rd. 

A Note From Diaconate:  
Please refrain from bringing coffee, tea, soda/pop & food into the sanctuary.   
Water is permitted in secured container.  Thank You  

Do You. . . love music, love to sing?  
Consider being part of the Choir !!!  
 Join Kyle Kelvington, Music Director, & the Choir  
  Rehearsals at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings!  

After reading the article in the Community Section of 
this Sunday's Akron Beacon Journal, I felt inspired to 
make a donation to the Steeple Fund benefiting the 
Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Cuyahoga Falls.   I 
attend a small catholic church in Wayne County and 
have always been very interested in preservation of 
historic structures, in particular, historic churches.  I 
hope my donation will help you in some small way 
to continue the preservation of historic churches in 
Ohio.     Sincerely, Thomas H. Arcy 

Looks 
Great! 

In Memory of 
James & Hazel 

Carsten 

In Memory of 
Nita Snider 

In honor of the Viola Family, 
Aldo, Lexie, Charles, Sarah & 
Thelms. Thank You! 

In Memory of 
Nuff Rey 

In memory of John "Nuff" Rey-
Don McVey & Renee Griffin 

In memory of 
Jack Truby 

In Honor of Mrs. Ann Wellington, 
Hempted Gloucester, England 

In Memory of 
Marsha Migdal 

 In memory of 
Lois A. Hannahs 

Memorial to 
David Ewart  In memory of Nuff Rey with 

love, Cheryl and Al Conley. 

Nancy and James Davis make this 
donation in honor of Nancy's fa-
ther, Walter Clark (husband of 
Jessie Clark) 
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7 p.m
. S

aturday - 

11:30 am Sunday 

Happy Birthday  
                 DateñName 

 

       01/03  

    Ruth Albright  

 

  01/06  

        Chelsey Bruce  

       Rebecca Shisler  

 

    01/09  

        Don Shook 

 

      01/16  

   Grace Howell  

    Janna Redd  

 

      01/22  

   Linda Middleton  

 

        01/23  

     Ed Schneider  

 

        01/31  

      Don Davies  

      Bill Ignizio  

Prayers for Pilgrims  

 
 

Please pray for Sharon Von Alt who has cancer. 
Please pray for Ashley as she looks for a new job. 
Please pray for Jeff & Dana as they work through health  
 challenges. 
Please pray for Natasha so she can be gainfully employed 
 due to improved health.  Give her direction & hope. 
Please pray for peace & healing for people who are hurting/lifesô 
 struggles. 
Please pray for ñJake,ò a friend & his family, in the hospital 
  with pancreatitis and sepsis. 
Please pray for Linda Hardy & her family regarding medical 
 issues and upcoming surgery. 
Please pray for baby Lillianôs heart surgery. 
Please pray for Alice facing surgery 12/30 & her recovery. 
Please pray for Bill recovering from hip replacement surgery. 
Please pray for Jeff with Multiple Sclerosis. 
Please pray for a person with emotional problems going through 
 a divorce. 
Please pray for healing for:  Nancy Van Waes, Alice Woodburn & 
 Jacki Wanclovic.  
Pray for Marty for strength. 
Pray for a good friend who is struggling and needs 
 prayers of comfort & support. 
Please pray for blessings & (the) gift of the Love of Family.  
Please pray for support of a family working through grief. 

    Youth - Grades 9 -12 
   SAVE THE DATE 

   Martin Luther King - Lock-IN  
   ~ January 14-15, 2017  ~ 

  Federated Family Life Center, Chagrin Falls.   
 

Games, pizza, music, craziness, maybe sleep, and the chance to explore 
          the life, faith and words of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
    Registration date is Friday, January 6th -  
                   See Marilyn Freeman to register ASAP.  

SAVE THE DATE . . . . . . . .  
February 12, 2017, 2:00 ï 4:00 pm 
 Valentineôs Dance 
   with Moonlight Serenaders!  
   This will be open to the community with a  
focus on raising funds for the Steeple repair. 
There will be light refreshments, raffle baskets, 
along with wonderful music and dancing!   

Mark your calendars & come join the fun! 
Some of you may remember last yearôs event & 
the youth want to ñdo it againò!  
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Notes from Sharing Americaôs Resources Abroad (S.A.R.A.)... 
 

In January and February S.A.R.A. will be collecting new or gently used clothes to send to the 
Ukraine.  The need is greatest for girls sizes 3 on up to junior sizes. They also need new underwear 
and tube socks. These items will be delivered to the Girlôs Home in the Ukraine.  Large sized 
womenôs dresses and clothes will also be collected for the women in the Ukraine Mental Facility (we 
are assuming size 14 and up - most of the women are not petite).    
 

Menôs items also are needed at the Hospital (we did not receive sizes for the men.)  Any baby or 
boys clothes and extra girlôs clothes will be distributed to the Romani population.  
In January a box will be in the Social Hall to collect these items.  
If you have any questions contact Jo Kindel 330-945-4166 
 

January 24, 2017  6:30 pm - 7:30 pm S.A.R.A. will be starting a learn to knit 
and/or crochet group. Jana Redd will teach the crochet class.  At this point we 
are still looking for someone to teach Knitting.  If you or you know of someone 
who is willing to teach knitting please contact the church or Jo Green 330-945-4166. 
 

 A list of needed materials will be sent out later . If you are interested in the group please call Jo or 
the church. S.A.R.A. hopes that once you learn these skills you might make gloves, hats, or scarves 
for children and people in the Ukraine or the needy in Cuyahoga Falls.  

Fellowship Hour -- 
 

Evangelism is trying something different to ensure that Fellowship Hour continues to happen AND  

WE need YOUR help to make it work.   

WE INVITE YOU to be a part of 4 different Fellowship Hour Teams . 

   Each Fellowship Hour team consists of 4 members each. 

 Each Fellowship Hour Team would be assigned one Sunday per month for 3 
months.   

We envision the teams having 2 members who arrive early for set up AND 

          2 members who stay after for clean-up;  

However , each team can decide individually how they wish to handle the task.   

The same goes for providing the refreshments.  The basic supplies will be provided (coffee, tea, 
condiments, punch) but what is served can be either something the team decides to bring and      
contribute or if members of the team are unable to provide the items served, for whatever reason, 
there will be cookies available in the freezer.   

For the first trial quarter period, all teams will be working with an experienced volunteer who has 
helped to provide fellowship hour in the past. 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

You may contact Janna Redd or Shari Schneider with any questions.   
 

We hope that you will consider signing up to be a part of a Fellowship Hour Team!  
It's an opportunity to make new friends, volunteer with current friends and 
          to serve your church community.  
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Was creation  

 an accident?  

What does  
created in Godõs image 

mean? 

COME!  

JOIN OUR FUN!  

Pilgrim Youth in the A.T.T.I.C.  

(Attitudes Turning Truthful In Christ)  

Grades 6 - 12 
Book Study ðòAttitude Is Your Paintbrush:It  Colors Every  Situationó 

by James W. Moore  

We meet every Sunday in the ATTIC from 9:30 -10:15 

Once a month we meet at Dunkinõ Donuts at 8:50 for  

òScripture and Sweetsó (and coffee!) 

We have several other youth activities, too.  
Check out our Youth Page on the website,  

www.pilgrimcf.org.  

Pilgrim United Church of Christ  

Welcome to  L.I.G.H.T.  

Learning in Godõs House Together 

Sunday Morning Lessons 9:30 ð 10:15 AM  
Preschool through Grade 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Max Theater  ð Childrenõs Library ð 

Godõs Trombones, narrated by James Earl Jones; The Creation , narrated by Amy Grant;  

Popcorn!  Juice!  Movies!  Create! Learn about Godõs design for all of creation. 

 

Bible Skills  & Creation Stories of all kinds  

Naming Godõs creation & giving thanks ~ Creating a creation snack! 

Experience the Creation Story through art, music, drama, creative movement.  

computer lessons, and cooking over several weeks . 

 
 

 

What we will learn?         What We Will Experience  

Finding Genesis and Creation story       Co-creating with God  

Name the gifts of Godõs creation       Being created in Godõs image 

That everything God created was good       Godõs presence with us always 

God was and is always present      ??? ð ask pilgrimce@ameritech.net  Giving thanks for creation  
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Theme - Explore Love, Forgiveness, 

Prayer, Peace & Caring for One  

Another and Godôs Creation 
 

 

 

 

 

Light Meal, Stories of Faith, Crafts,  

Games, Music, Skits, Dance, Prayer 

Children Kindergarten to Grade Five 
 

 

 

130 Broad Blvd  ~ Cuyahoga Falls 

www.pilgrimcf.org  ~ 330-928-4847 

Call the office or go online to register  

Pilgrim  

United Church of Christ 

invites you to join us for 

J. O. Y. Kids! 
Jesus. Others. You. 

 

 

 

 

Every Wednesday  6:00 - 7:30 pm 

January 25 - March 29th, 2017 

SAVE OUR STEEPLE CELEBRATION - SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.  
Join the Save Our Steeple Committee in celebrating the completion of the Save Our 
Steeple Endeavor!  The work is done!  Many contributions were made to help us 
cover the restoration of the steeple to itôs former glory!  Thank You! 

 

PILGRIMôs ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017  
 

11:30 am - Chili Meal  
12:00 Noon - Annual Meeting  

 
 

VOTE ON . . .  
Nominating Slate 

 
Hear from the Boards 

 
Budget Presented 

 

Everyone is Invited!  
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Our special endeavors to brighten the Christmas 

holidays for hundreds of families and lonely individuals 

 are only possible because of a caring and sharing community. 

 

We gratefully acknowledge your contribution 

( t oy, hats, gloves, scarves)  and 

pray that the blessings of peace and love will be yours 

throughout the Christmas Season and the New Year. 

 

JoAnn Troyers, Corresponding Secretary 

Cuyahoga Falls�§ Good Neighbors, Inc. 

Pilgrimôs Youth Group 
 

January 22, 2017  
12 Noon - 2:00 p.m.  

 
Youth Winter Fun -  

Skating or Sledding or Tobogganing?  
 

Which shall it be?  
 

Lunch at the church  
and 

Off to do something.  
 

Dress Warm!  

BOXES OF LOVE FROM HOME 
 

Pilgrim Youth are collecting items to assemble for family 
and friends who are living away at college, or are serving 
in the military.  Hereôs how you can help us with this  
project. 
 

1. If you have a family member in the military or away at  
      college, please provide us with the correct mailing  
     address.  
2. Donate any of the following items no later than 
      Feb. 5, 2017.   
 

A collection box will be in the social hall with copies of 
this list to take on your next shopping trip. 
 

Suggested items:  
(Not inclusive - If you come across other items of interest, 
    please add them.) 
 

Stationery items:  
pens, pencils, notepads, stamps, highlighters, post-it 
notes, index cards, letter paper, assorted blank note 
cards w/envelopes 
 

Personal items:  
Chapstick, nail file, dental floss, hand cream 
(small sizes), breath mints, disposable razors 
 

Food items:  
Any wrapped, non-perishable candy, cookies, snacks, 
gum, soup mix, hot cocoa mix, tea bags, coffee bags, 
microwave popcorn 
  
You may also make a donation for purchasing the above 
items and/or for the mailing expenses.  We currently have 
about 8 people on our list and it costs around $12.00 to 
mail a medium flat rate box.   
Thank you for your generosity is helping us to stay con-
nected to family and friends living far away. 

Pilgrim Youth Group  
              Sub Sandwich & Soup Sale 

 
  

Pilgrim UCCôs Youth Group is selling sub sandwiches 
and soup that will be ready on Super Bowl Sunday.  
The subs have turkey, ham, and cheese and come with 
the option of being on white bread or wheat bread.  A 
bag of veggies (lettuce, tomatoes, and onions) is also 
optional.  
 

There will be a choice of chicken noodle soup or  
vegetarian vegetable soup that will be donated for sale.  
If you would like to donate a pot of soup to sell, please 
contact Marilyn Freeman and we will add it to the list. 
 

Order forms are available in the Social Hall. 
Orders are due by:    Sunday January 29 
Picked up:  11:30 a.m. on Sunday February 5th.   
 

Checks are to be made payable to: 
 ñPUCC Youth Groupò.   

 

If you want to order via email, make sure to include all 
the information from the order sheet and those can be 
sent to pilgrimce@ameritech.net.   
Any other questions can be emailed or 
    call 330-697-7132 (Marilynôs cell) & leave a message 
            if I do not answer.    
 

The youth will be sharing the proceeds from this project 
with our Free Community lunch.   
 
75% to Free Community Lunch & 
25% to the Youth Fund. 
 

Thanks for your participation! 


