
The Pilgrim Spire 
February 2016 

  

P i l g r i m  Un i t ed  Ch ur ch  o f  Ch r i s t  

130  B r o ad  Bo u l eva rd  

Cuya h og a  Fa l l s ,  O H 44221  

Pastor’s Parable 

Staff  

Pastor 

Reverend Kirk Bruce      
Secretary 

 

Faith Formation Director 

Marilyn Freeman 
Music Director 

Amy Sauriol 
Custodian 

Peter Paugh 
 
Contact Info 

Office phone: 

330.928.4847 

Office Fax 

330.928.1017 

Email: 

Reverend Kirk Bruce 

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net 

Marilyn Freeman 
pilgrimce@ameritech.net 

 
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net 

 

Visit our website at: 

www.PilgrimCF.org                                           

for electronic versions of current and 

previous Spires, calendars, the Pilgrim 

Constitution, wedding, funeral and 

facility use policies, history and much 

more! 
  

The Pilgrim Spire will be published 

one time each month. 

If you have something you’d like to 

share with your fellow Pilgrims, please 

contact the church office to include 

your announcement in the next  

edition of The Pilgrim Spire.. 
If you would prefer to receive this via 

email, please contact the church of-

fice. Please contact the office with any  

address changes.  Thank you!.         

Pastor’s Parable 
    

   The weather was a little warmer this week and so I went out 
to the backyard to check on my honey bees this morning.  I 
gave the usual knock on the side of the hive and waited for the 
welcoming buzz, buzz that they are supposed to say back.  The 
weather has been warmer this winter than last, so I expect 
good survival.  But, there was no response to my good morning 
knock on the side of the hive.  Am I too early?  Bees donôt 
sleep.  Besides, they should be awake by this time of the day.  I 
pulled the lid off but, didnôt see any movement.  Are they 
deeper into the hive?  There was a collection of dead bees 
down at the bottom, but those could just be winter kill.  There 
was no activity at the top.   What this story is really about is, 
waiting.  I will have to wait a little longer to discover what will 
come from my hive. 
   I ordered something in the mail last week and had to wait for 
it to come.  But, that is not the same kind of waiting to which I 
am referring.  I knew what it was, and that it was coming.  They 
even told me when it would come.  This time of year we hear 
about people waiting for spring, but again that is not really  
waiting.  We all know the weather will warm and we sense the 
days are lengthening.  The kind of waiting to which I am       
referring, is when you do not know the outcome, when you do 
not know what will happen, if it will happen, or if anything will 
happen.  You know what you would like, but will it come? 
    We spend our lives waiting for things to come.  We spend 
the first twenty-five waiting for someone to share life with and 
the next fifty wrestling to pay bills, always wondering, will we 
make it.  Then the last ten we are often waiting for our own end 
to come.  Christ has come into our lives to put an end to this 
kind of hopeless waiting.  Christ has come to be a constant joy 
throughout all of our days so that every day is filled with a joy. 
Did my bees survive or die out this winter?  I donôt know and, it 
doesnôt matter.  If they died I will replace them.  I refuse to   
beheld hostage by the fear of the unknown.  I think that is what 
Christ calls us to.  Donôt be held hostage. 
 

See You Sunday, 

Shalom, 

Pastor Kirk 

http://www.pilgrimcf.org/


  

Meetings are open to all people attending Pilgrim!  
 
Diaconate:  Monday, February 1st @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Stewardship: Sunday, February 7th @ 11:45 a.m.  
 

Trustees:  Monday, February 8th @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS)/Faith Formation:  
 Tuesday, February 9th @ 7:00 p.m./8:00 p.m.  
 

Community Connections Committee (CCC):  
 Monday, February 15th @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Council:  Monday, February 15th @ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Music Committee:  Sunday, February 21st @ 11:30 a.m.  
 

Evangelism:  To Be Announced  
 

Act -It UP! Community Theater:  To Be Announced  

FYI...  
There are a few new offering envelopes available for pick-up in the Social Hall.  They are labeled with 
names and numbers.  Please be sure to double-check that you have the correct box.   

Do You like to dance to Big Band/Swing music?  
  

Well then, put on your dancing shoes!   

 The youth at Pilgrim UCC are presenting a  

  Valentineõs Day Luncheon/Dance  

     ON 

Sunday, February 14, 2016  

   After morning worship 
 

 
 

 

 
There will be a delicious lunch of: 

 Baked chicken breast 

 Roasted red potatoes 

 Green beans  & 

 Sweet dessert confections 

Live Music by:  
 

The Moonlight Serenaders  

During our meal &  
Dance as you are able.  

Summer Camp Fundraiser!  

Please...  

Be generous with your donations!  

A Sign-up sheet is located in the  

Social Hall for the  

Valentineõs Day Luncheon/ Dance 

So enough food will be prepared.  



New Feature!  Library Corner 
  Kudos to our youth who assisted with cleaning and rearranging the  

  books in the Children’s Library.  The goal is enter all of the books in  
  a media storage program for the purpose of creating a lending  library.  
 

   Books That Nurture Spirituality  
  Will be a monthly feature in the Spire.  The Adult Library will  

      eventually be included in this project.  If you have a book to  
      recommend, please let Marilyn Freeman know. 
 

Februaryôs Book of the Month ï  
The Three Questions by Jon J. Muth  

This book is based on a story by Leo Tolstoy.  
A young boy named Nikolai seeks to learn the answer to three questions.  
  When is the best time to do things?  
  Who is the most important one?  
  What is the right thing to do?   
Check out this book to read and share with your children/grandchildren. Then have a discussion 
around places and events in their own lives that answer these three questions. Challenge each 
other—parents and children—to live into new experiences that will answer these three questions. 
 

Speaking of reading --- 
Is anyone interested in starting a book club?   

Meeting times can be flexible and book suggestions are welcome.  Please see Marilyn Freeman if 
you are interested. 

Pilgrim Youth Group 411  
Saturday, February 6, 1 - 3 pm  

Making sub sandwiches and soup ~ Pilgrim  kitchen  
Many hands make light work  

Making decorations and plans for Valentineõs Luncheon Dance 
 

Sunday, February 7  ~ Selling subs and soup after Church  
 

Saturday, February 13, 2 - 4 pm (after Free Community Lunch)  
Prep work for Valentine Luncheon Dance  

 

Sunday, February 14 9am ð 1:30 pm  
Set up, serve, clean up Valentine Luncheon Dance  

 

Sunday, February 21 ~ Winter Jam Concert  
Wolstein Center, Cleveland  

$10 admission ~ Leave Pilgrim UCC 3:30 pm ~  
stop at Richfield to pick up youth ~ Concert starts 5:45  

We leave no later than 10:00 pm  
 (school night ð unless otherwise approved by parents)  

 

Sat/Sun, February 27 - 28  ~ Junior High Youth Event ~ Pilgrim Hil ls 
òMiracles ð They Still Happenó 

Leave from PUCC 7:30 am on Sat. ~ Return to PUCC Sunday 2:30 pm -ish 
Cost is $20.00 ~ Let me know ASAP if you are interested  



Pilgrim United Church of Christ Congregation,  

 I wanted to thank you for the gift you sent in support of my role as a 

campus missionary at Kent State!  Iôm so excited to start working for H2O 

Church and your generous gift is a big help as I work towards that goal!  Iôm 

so grateful for your support! Thank you again and Merry Christmas to you 

all!    Blessings, Lauren 
 

Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia.  Now our place looks like Christmas.   

God Bless!  Marjorie and George Mortimer 
 

Dear Pilgrim UCC, 

Thank you for your generous gift to Back Bay Mission!  Your gift to Friends of the Mission 

makes it possible to meet the most urgent needs of the poor and marginalized of the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast.  .... Grace and Peace, Rev. Alice Graham, Ph.D., Executive Director 
 

Dear Pastor Bruce, 

 In response to the article I saw about the Pilgrim Church Steeple and roof, I am sending 

this contribution to support your repair fund.  I attended the church as a child, and was probably 

baptized there, though I Have no record of it. ...I hope your fundraising effort is a success! 

Best regards,  Christine Mills Carlson 
 

Dear Friends, 

 We are grateful to have received your recent gift of $256.92 contributed...in support of 

the Hope Homes Foundation.  We deeply appreciate you choosing us for your charitable      

contribution. .... Thank you for your generous support of the ministry of Hope Homes. 

Sincerely,  Barb Tisch, Accounting Specialist 

Movie Night! Sunday, February 21 st 6 p.m. 
 Evangelism kicks off their quarterly movie night sessions with òWalteró, an 

indie dramedy about a young man who has convinced himself that he is a son of 

God and that he has been charged with determining the fates of the souls of      

everyone he meets. 

 While we don't want to give the entire storyline away, the film is quirky and 

explores some of the more difficult emotions we experience in our relationships. It 

touches heavily on grief and how both children and adults deal with this emotion 

and how we do so impacts our lives and those around us.  

 It's not rated but does have a few òno-noó words within the dialogue and 

though it did not make a BIG splash at the box office and isn't well -known,    

sometimes those movies are the best!   

  We hope to see you, your family and friends!  

(Free popcorn & beveragesñIf you'd like Pizza, there will be a free -will offering 

taken to cover costs. See the Sign -Up Sheet in the Social Hall)  

 We are also looking for people who would be willing to offer rides to those 

members who don't drive at night and would like to attend.   If you need a ride or 

you are willing to attend and offer someone a ride, please contact the church office 

or indicate on the Sign -Up Sheet.  



 Dear Pastor Bruce, 

   I just wanted to thank you, your staff & 

volunteers for the beautiful service for 

my grandmother, Caroline Adams.  Your 

visit to the hospital, your patience with 

our family & lovely support of everyone 

at the church really made her passing 

much easier.   

With love & gratitude ð Jenny Adams 

 

Dear Congregational Members Pilgrim UCC, 

 The Ohio Conference Board of Directors, Committees, and Staff extend a heartfelt 

ñThank Youò to you for your support of the Seeds May Grow Scholarship Fund.  This Fund  

is widely used by seminarian students within the Ohio Conference of the United Church of 

Christ. 

 Your generous gift of $1,488.50, which was received in 2015, will be used to assist with 

the on-going cost of providing scholarships to deserving students pursuing the Ministerial 

Call. 

 Thank you for your continued support., 

 In Christ,   Rev. Phil Hart, Conference Minister 

 

 

    Join Us... 

 February 25, 2016 from 5 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

 At Donatos for Fellowship and Good Food! 

Are you looking for a way to help Pilgrim? 
Angel Wings are located on the bulletin board outside of the kitchen with  

different items ranging from $5.00 on up that the various Boards and Committees 

are requesting.  Just pick one or more, include the amount of money, and submit to 

the office or place in an envelope in the offering plate.  Any questions?   

See Kelly Gerstenberger. 

 

Scrips Program is available during Social Hour from Vic Ing, Jr.  Depending on 

the gift cards you decide to purchase, a percentage of the amount is returned to  

Pilgrim.  Get your gas, grocery, cinema, and major retail store gift cards! Any 

questions?  See Vic Ing, Jr. 



Date ñ Name  
2/3 ñKrirsten Grech  

2/4 ñJack Bruce  
2/6 ñBrian Ewart  
2/12 ñKirk Bruce  

2/13 ñMarilyn Freeman  
2/13 ñMitzi Stanley  

2/14 ñPilgrim Church 182 yrs.  
2/15 ñJim Albright  

2/17 ñMarilyn Welch  

Date ñName  
2/18 ñHugh Bentley  

2/20 ñTerry VanHorn  
2/24 ñDan Gerstenberger  

2/25 ñMary Ahrens  
2/26 ñNancy Van Waes  

2/27 ñSandi Ignizio  
2/28 ñJessie Clark  

2/28 Pete Mellenger  

Prayers for Pilgrims  

 
¶ Please pray for the Love for our Pilgrim Family. 

¶ Please pray for the Urichsvilleôs Police Department Officers upon the death of 

 Jethro, the K-9 Police Dog . 

¶ Please pray for Donna concerning recovery. 

¶ Please pray for Waymon concerning health issues. 

¶ Please pray for the Glatzer family, loss of Gary.  

¶ Please pray for Bethel, for recovery following brain surgery. 

¶ Please pray for Burl concerning health issues. 

¶ Please pray for all those who have lost someone to find Godôs peace and love. 

¶ Please praise God in prayer for Heidiôs clear scan of her body currently free of synovial sarcoma. 

¶ Please pray for Shauna & Leeôs recent engagement. 

 

Wishing these Pilgrims a  
Wonderful February Birthday!  

Blessing Jar  
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves had been born of God and knows God.  I John 4:7  We cannot re-
build the world by ourselves, but we can have a small part in it by beginning 
where we are.  It may only be taking care of a neighborõs child, or inviting 
someone to dinner, but it is important.  

BIBLE STUDY  
    Tuesdayôs 10:30 a.m. 
                            In the Adult Library  
  
                         Wednesdayôs 7:00 p.m. 
                         In the Heritage Room 
 
Everyone is welcome so  
  be sure to bring a friend!  

Hand Bell Choir  
 

Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m.  
 It is a great way  
to express your  
music talent  
and  
enjoy fellowship. 
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February 2016 Pilgrim Spire  

Pilgrim United Church of Christ À 
130 Broad Blvd. 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 

Address Correction Requested 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:  

Pastor  

Rev. Kirk Bruce, pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net  

Faith Formation Director  

Marilyn Freeman, pilgrimce@ameritech.net  

Music Director  

Amy Sauriol, amymalyuk@gmail.com  

Secretary  

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net  

Custodian  

Peter Paugh  
 

Sunday Schedule:  

Sunday School 9:30am  

Worship 10:30am  

Nursery Care available  

Social Hour  11:30am  
 

Contact us at:  

www.pilgrimcf.org  

330.928.4847  


