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The Pilgrim Spire  

December 2017  
  

P i lg r im  Un i ted  Church  o f  Ch r is t  

130  B road  Bou leva rd 

Cuyahoga  Fa l l s ,  OH 44221 

 

Pastorõs Parable 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Office:  
 Phone:     330.928.4847  
 Fax:         330.928.1017  
 
 

Staff & E -Mail:  
 

Pastor:         Reverend Kirk Bruce 
           pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net  

 

Secretary:      Kelly Gerstenberger 
            pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net  

 

Faith Formation Director: 
                        Marilyn Freeman 
                  pilgrimce@ameritech.net  

 

Music Director:     Kyle Kelvington 
                      kelvingtonk@gmail.com  
 

Cleaning Services:  ñPeterò Paugh 
 

 

Website:  
                       www.pilgrimcf.org  
 

Youôll find electronic versions of The  
Pilgrim Spires; Calendar; Facility Use & 
Facility Use Policies; Wedding &  
Funeral Information; Act -It UP!  
Community Theatre; History and more!  
 

 

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a 
month.  If you have something to share 
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact 

the church office to have it included in 
the next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire. 
 
 

Would you prefer to receive this via 
email? 
Please contact the church office. 
 

 

Address changes?   
Contact the office. 
 
 

Thank you!  

 

A mother decided to visit a fortune-teller around the holidays.  
The great mystic was all dressed with fancy clothes as she 
looked into her crystal ball and made her prediction: ñAh, yes, I 
see that youôre going to be visited by a jolly man with a beard and 
a big bag over his shoulder.ò  
 

To which the mother replied. ñYes, thatôll be my son coming home 
from college with all of his laundry!ò 
 

What are you looking for this Christmas?  What is your dream for 
what could come into your life?  On December 7, 1941, America 
was united in purpose after Pearl Harbor was bombed.  Political 
differences faded away and divisions melted after the ñday which 
will live in infamy.ò Churchill later confessed that he then knew 
that America would now enter the war that together the efforts of 
the Allies would guarantee defeat to Hitlerism.  Then, sixty years 
later, after 9/11, all 100 U.S. Senators stood en masse and sang 
ñGod Bless America.ò There are times when we set aside our 
petty grievances and embrace unity.  Christmas is about  
remembering not only who we are, but whose we are and then 
choosing to work together.  
 

Sadly Christmas too often softens the foundation of our faith 
rather than solidifying it.  Christmas has become simply a time of 
gentle music, lights and easy platitudes.  Our faith in Christ has 
so easily been blended into the mist of folklore with Jesus being 
visited by Santa Claus in the manger.  Our faith has gotten lost in 
a culture of shopping and parties which leaves us stressed and 
financially struggling.  
 

Noble Alexander was an Adventist pastor in Cuba during the 
height of persecutions.  He was arrested one day and sent to 
prison for 22 years.  While he was there, all the believers in Christ 
Adventists, Baptists, Catholics banded together to minister and 
serve.  They still held to their distinctive doctrines and beliefs, but 
the promises of Christ reigned supreme.  They all took turns 
preaching, and found a way to resolve their issues.  We too are 
called to look beyond our differences and to allow our faith to bind 
us together.  For Christ to be born in our church, in our hearts and 

in our lives, we have to choose to come together.  This 
Christmas, letôs choose to allow Christ to be born into our 
lives. 
 

See You Sunday. 
 

Shalom, 
Pastor Kirk 

http://www.pilgrimcf.org/
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Meetings are open to all!  
 

Stewardship:  
          Sunday, December 3 @ 11:45 a.m.  
 

Diaconate:  Monday, December  4 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Music Committee:  
         Sunday, December 10 @ 11:30 a.m.  
 

Trustees:  Monday, December 11 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Faith Formation:   
        Tuesday, December 12 @ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Community Connections Committee (CCC):  
        Monday, December 18 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

Council:    Monday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.  
 
To Be Announced:  
Act - It UP! Community Theater  
Evangelism  
Sharing Americaôs Resources Abroad (S.A.R.A.) 

DateñName 
 

12/05 -  Rebecca Kuznarsky  

12/13 -  Heather Mounts  

12/16 -  Cindy Spenoso 

12/17 -  Rayna Kasperk  

12/20 -  Carol Letvin  

12/24 -  Herb Rake  

12/27 -  Brandon McIntyre  

12/30 -  Jon Sandlin  

DateñName 
 

12/30 -  George & Christine Chase  

A Note from the Treasurer . . .  
 
As of   
  
 Income:  $133,000.00   
 Expenses:  $166,000.00 
 
   Difference:  ($33,000.00 ) 

 
John Richards 

 

During past Christmas seasons, itôs been 
my privilege to collect donations from the 
congregation as a gift to out staff.  I would 
suggest that we do that again this year.  It 
is our opportunity to thank them for all 
their hard work.  This collective gift is one 
way to show our gratitude & appreciation.   
 

 
I will be taking these donations through 
Sunday, December 17th.  I can accept 
cash or check.  If you use a check, please 
make it payable to me, John Richards, 
NOT to the church.  I will turnover what I 
receive to Pastor Bruce who will distribute 
the gift to the staff.  My thanks to you for 
your generosity and may you have a 
Merry Christmas.  
    
 
  John Richards - Treasurer 
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19 November 2017 
 
Dear Pilgrim Church Member: 
 
We ask you to consider serving as a church board member for the 2018 church year 
with the following thoughts in mind: 
 
For many years now, the Nominating Committee has been unable to fill the various 
church Boards, Committees, and Officersô positions per the current provisions of the 
churchôs Constitution. Boards have been functioning with too few members, and often 
with members who serve indefinitely, rather than for specific three year terms. It is ap-
parent that the Constitution needs to amended or rewritten so that the Church can 
abide by it. Church Council has discussed this and has some ideas on how this could 
be done, but, before embarking on this task and asking the congregation to vote on a 
new constitution, it seems more effective to try out some ideas, to see what ideas 
could work ï or not work ï before reducing them to writing. 
 
With this in mind, we ask you to serve simply as a member of the Official Board for 
2018, which is defined as the combined membership of all Boards and Committees. 
An organizational meeting will be held in January to decide how to share and assign 
the tasks of the current Boards and Committees, depending on both the quantity and 
interests of those who agree to serve. Some Boards may be combined; some duties 
may be assigned to ad hoc committees throughout the year, and all those who agree 
to serve will be invited to participate in Church Council, thus eliminating the distinc-
tion between the Official Board and Church Council. Church officers will be elected by 
this group from its members. 
 
We hope all members who agree to serve will participate in a spirit of camaraderie 
and co-operation as we experiment with new organizational principles that will serve 
Pilgrim Church in the future. 
 
Brian Ewart 
Kathie Richards 
Pro tem Co-moderators 2017 

Support the Mission Trip Fund!  
 

The program began with receipts dated:   
  August 1, 2017  through December 30, 2017  
Receipts are due by:       
  January 7

th   
Place receipts in the collection box in the social hall!  

    The bulletin boards have several postings that may be of interest to you or  
 someone you know! 
 

    Take a moment to take a look.  You may find something of interest! 
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        Act-It UP! Community Theatre Presentsé. 

           "A Suessified Christmas Carol" 
         A Comedy by... 

        Peter Bloedel 
       Directed By: Shari Lynn Jackson 

      Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

         ( www.playscripts.com ) 

        About the story: 
         A whimsical reinvention of Dickens' most beloved Christmas story in Seuss spoken 

                    rhyming couplets. With zoot fruited juices and binka bird geese, from Bed-Headed  

         Fred to Timmy Loo Hoo, this tale of glorious holiday cheer is similar to something 

                     Dr. Suess might have come up with --if he had ever had his way with the story. 

        Performance Dates                Ticket Prices & Information  
            Friday, December 1st, 7:00 pm  Adults $10 

            Saturday, December 2nd, 4:30 pm  Seniors $8 (60+) 

            Sunday, December 3rd, 6:00 pm  Children $8 (12 and under) 

            *Doors Open 15 minutes prior    
 

   Questions regarding seating or group rates?  

   Email:  act.it.up.theater@gmail.com 

Tickets Available:  

  Pre-sale via www.pilgrimcf.org or by (330) 928-4847 AND at the door      *Credit Card, Check 

Prayers for Pilgrims  
Please Pray For. . .   
Donôs health. 
Carlôs healing from cancer. 
The world and all its people.  May we all trust God and do his will. Grant us peace and love. 
The people affected by the Hurricanes and Earthquakes. 
A member trying to adjust to additional health issues and not give up on life. 
Chandler & his family for strength & patience with his cancer  diagnosis & treatments. 
Our public servants, first responders and medical personnel. 
Continue prayers for Cousin Jeffôs continued progress with healing. 

KNIT  OR  CROCHET 
TUESDAY from 6:30 p.m. -  8:15 p.m. 

in the 
Rev. Greene Room of Pilgrim United Church of Christ, 

130 Broad Blvd., Cuyahoga Falls, OH  44221 
330- 928- 4847 

 

Bring either crochet or knitting needles and yarn if you want to learn.  If 
you have an unfinished project and would like to finish it before the end of 
year, this is the place to be. 

Blessings Jar . . .  
-Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord.  Psalm 31:24 
-Great is our Lord, and of great power, his understanding is infinite.  Psalm 157:5       -He careth for you.  I Peter 5:7 KJV 
-God does not give you what you can handle, God helps you handle what you are given. 
-O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  Psalm 90:14 KJV 
-Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  Psalm 92:13 
-Be now my vision, O God of my heart; nothing surpasses the love you impart - you my best thought, by day of by night, 
waking or sleeping, your presence my light.  [Ancient Irish; Translated by Mary E. Byne, 1880-1931; Versified by Eleanor 
H. Hull, 1860-1935] [A Traditional Irish Melody (Slane 10.10.9.10.), Harmonized by David Evans 1874-1948] 
(Red Hymnal #391) 
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FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH (FCL) needs . . . 
The number of outside volunteers are down.  We are having trouble meeting the needs of the 120 folks we feed every 
month.  If you have time between 10 am and 2 pm on the second Saturday of the month, Come Join Us! 
 
FCL will be doing a coat and jacket giveaway during lunch December 9th.  If you have new or gently used coats, men or 
women sizes - medium to extra large, please hang them on the coat rack next to the pop machine.    Thank You! 

Discover the heart of  
     Christmas 
with crafts, carols,  
dinner & tree decorating 
as we celebrate Advent -   
    Wednesday, December 6th at 6:00 p.m. 
      Please bring a side dish or salad to accompany the 
      chicken, macaroni & cheese, rolls, beverages and 
  dessert provided.  Sign-Up on List in Social Hall or Bul-
letin Board or RSVP with the church office 
           À Free Will offering 
We invite you to  join us  throughout the Christmas season for 
these events: 
Sunday, December 3rd -  Communion Sunday @ 10:30  a.m. 
Sunday, December 10th -   
  Toys Around the Manger @ 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, December 17th -   
              Wassail, Egg Nog & Delights @ 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, December 24th -  
        Christmas Eve Morning Worship  @ 10:30 a.m. 
         Christmas Eve Through Scriptures & Music @ 7:00 p.m. 
           Pilgrim United Church of Christ, 
 130 Broad Blvd 
                Cuyahoga Falls, OH                   
ĹPlease contact the church office @ 330.928.4847 with questions! 

Christmas Poinsettias  
Help fill the Pilgrim Sanctuary with  

Christmas Poinsettias.  The cost is $16 
(payable to Pilgrim UCC) & you may dedicate 

to the celebration or memory of someone.  
After Worship Service on December 17, 2017, 

the poinsettias are taken home.  
What a blessing you can be!  

 

Sign -up on the bulletin board by the office.  
 

Call the church office at  
330 -928 -4847 for more information.  

ONLY 3 LEFT!  

Join us for an evening of Worship through Scripture and Special Music at our  
 CANDLELIGHT  CHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICE  

December 24th at 7:00pm  

Pilgrim United Church of Christ, 130 Broad Blvd., Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221, 330 -928 -4847  
òA Caring Church For Thinking Peopleó 


