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Pastor’s Parable
It has been said that whoever flies the highest, falls the
farthest. But, it is equally true that whoever never flaps their
wings, never flies at all. The goal of life is not to sit around
home and stay safe. The goal is to fly high and to soar over
the mountains.
For some of us that is hard. Not the effort, but the risk.
We do need others in life who are willing and able to
challenge us to fly high. Otherwise we spend our lives just
sitting around on the ground.
The same is true for the church. We do need the Elisha
Sills with those wild ideas of building a new church in
Manchester, Ohio (later renamed Cuyahoga Falls after the
river and waterfalls). Every organization that thrives has two
unique groups of people that work together: the dreamers
and the doers. How vital it is to see beyond today, and how
important it is to close the window when it rains.
Churches, like every other organization, need our
dreamers. We need to always be thinking about what the
possibilities are; of what we can do; and the dreams that we
might want to live out. Churches also need the people who
can make these things happen. We need the ones who can
accomplish the chosen goals.
I knew a couple who divided up their household chores.
She did the cooking and paid the bills. He had a job, earned
an income, and dreamt of the things they could do together.
When she passed away, he never knew anything about how
to pay the electric bill. That was her job. The electricity was
almost shut off until he learned how to write a check.
Churches are much the same. Both jobs are equally
important: the dreamers and the doers. Our challenge is to
learn to live together. The challenge is to see the value in
what the other person brings to the table. I am grateful for
people who can see what is not there. And, I give thanks for
the people who can make things happen.
See You Sunday.
Shalom,
Pastor Kirk
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ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAY’S

Date — Name (Years)

Date — Name (Age)

08/06—Mark & Penny Petrusky (42)
08/24—Dan & Kelly Gerstenberger (40)

08/01 - Jaden Sandlin
08/07 - Avery Haller (7)
08/07 - Vera Subichin (2)
08/08 - Sara Mohn
08/10 - Gary DeHart
08/14 - John Howell
08/15 - Meghan Howell
08/16 - Simon Howell (5)
08/16 - Becky Sandlin
08/20 - MaryAnn Reiser
08/22 - Sue Gillman
08/27 - Jaden Haller (16)
08/29 - Evelyn Ing

MEETINGS
Pilgrim United Church of Christ’s
August Meetings
Council: August 19th @ 6:30 p.m.
Diaconate: August 12th @ 6:30 p.m.
Faith Formation: August 6th @ 6:30 p.m.
Music Committee: T.B.A.
Stewardship: August 11th @ 11:45 a.m.
Trustees: August 12th @ 6:30 p.m.

Coming Up:
August 7-11:45 a.m. Picnic, Praise, & Prayer @ Lions Park

August 18 @ 2:00 p.m. Facility Use Group’s Meeting
August 28-11:45 a.m. Picnic, Praise, & Prayer @ Lions
Park

DIACONATE
Please volunteer for any of “X’s” below on the sign-up sheets in the Social Hall!
Altar Flowers
Liturgist
Fellowship Hour
8/4/19
X
X
Team #1
8/11/19
Stanley’s
X
Team #2
8/18/19
X
X
Team #3
8/25/19
Gerstenberger’s
K. Gerstenberger
Gerstenberger’s

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Focus Lessons for August
Our Faith Focus project for August will include some painting projects.
We also spend some outside time as weather permits—bubbles, sidewalk chalk and playground.
Spirit of Service - Thanks to everyone who donated to our Spirit of Service Project!
We were able to fill:
27 blessing bags were taken to Haven of Rest &
9 chemo bags were taken to Cooper Cancer Center
A handmade card with a note from Pilgrim UCC was included in every bag.
And we tied:
10 fleece blankets divided between the Haven of Rest & Cooper Cancer Center
An abundance of donated sample bottles of: shampoo, shower gel, & body lotion
were given to Harvest Home.
Faith Formation Board Annual Picnic on the Patio is August 6th at 6:00 pm
at the home of Marilyn Freeman. All of you who have participated in the Faith Formation programs and
events of the church are welcome to come sit a spell. Bring a dish to share. There will be burgers and
brats on the grill.
RSVP to Marilyn by August 5, please.
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Picnic, Praise & Prayer!
Wednesday, August 7th and 28th.
We meet at 11:45 am at Lions Park, 641 Silver Lake Ave.
Keep it simple!
Bring a sack lunch with you, bottled beverage & a folding lawn chair.
You may also drive through your favorite fast food place. If someone just
insists on bringing a dessert to share, I’m sure we would not refuse it!
This location is easily accessible & we can help carry chairs etc., as needed. There will be
fellowship & food, followed by a time of devotions, scripture, reflection, perhaps some simple chair
yoga, easy stretching, and prayer. I will be using a wonderful book I discovered (which prompted
this idea), “Forty Days with the Holy Spirit: Fresh Air for Every Day”, by Jack Levison.
See you in the park!
Creating Nativity – What? Wait? It’s Christmas already?
Not exactly, but the Faith Formation Board would like to add more of
the wood cut-out Nativity pieces to our collection.
We have the templates and some white primer, we just need 4 x 8
sheets of plywood.
We are asking for donations to purchase the plywood so we can get
these cut out and painted before the snow flies.
Chuck Stanley (has determined that we will need about three or four sheets of 5/8” outdoor plywood
which should cost about $100.00 We have already received a $10.00 donation. If you have a jig
saw and are willing and able to assist with cutting these figure out, please see Marilyn Freeman.
We’ll keep you updated on our progress. Thank you for your generosity.
Acme Cash Back Begins!
Start thinking Acme cash back receipts because they start on August 8.
You will note the Acme cash back savings at the bottom of your purchase
receipt. The collection box will be in the Social Hall. The collection runs
through December 28. We earn 5% of the total cash back which was $241.85 last year. In the past
we have used it for mission trips, youth ministry and event programming from the Faith Formation
Board. Thank you for shopping at Acme and donating to the Cash Back Program.
Women’s Retreat at Punderson Manor State Park
Friday, November 1, 2019 to Sunday, November 3, 2019
Sponsored by First Congregational UCC, North Ridgeville &
Pilgrim UCC, Cuyahoga Falls
$50.00 deposit is due
Cost/Number in room: $170/4; $190/3; $210/2 & $300/1
FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH
Join the Free Community Lunch Team in September!
The Free Community Lunch program has received a grant to. . .
1. Construct and maintain a blessing box on Pilgrim’s property.
2. Serve “Lunches to Go” three (3) times a week, Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
through August 9th, for anyone who needs a lunch in the community.
3. A number of lunches have been prepared and given out.
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INVITATIONS

Hi John!
I haven’t “connected” with a UCC church here yet, (Do they know I’m here?) so I consider myself a
“Pilgrim” (as of 1954!) Hope all is well with you & Kathie, I miss you all & wish & hope someone will take a
pleasant ride to Brunswick to see me.
I am now only 15 minutes away from my daughter and family, (No family left in the Akron area.) but I have no
“history” with anyone here in my building. I have a nice condo here, nice & friendly neighbors. My next door
neighbors are Catholic & have brought me a “welcome” card & cookies & flowers.
Please pass on my greetings & loneliness to all my peers. Sure hope Pastor Kirk hasn’t forgotten me.
With Christian love & Best Wishes, MaryAnn R.
**I did get a card from Roberta & Mark.
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COME SEE ME!

From the Interim Conference Minister - Rev. David Long-Higgins
E-News Connection
July 2019
Rooted and Grounded in Love . . .
A New Conference Name, General Synod, and Caring for our Common Ground
What does life look like to you when it is rooted and grounded in love? This is not just a theoretical
question but a deeply practical one that has implications for the whole family and for our life together in
the United Church of Christ.

Rooted and Grounded in Love - A New Name for the Ohio Conference - “Heartland”!
The Board of Directors of the Ohio Conference has officially voted to recommend for a vote at the Conference Annual
Gathering that the name of the Ohio Conference be changed to Heartland Conference. This recommendation arises
out of the listening sessions from the Conference Vision Team that a name be embraced that is more inclusive of our
ministry geography. This name encourages us to think more theologically rather than simply geographically about our
life together. ...(More detail can be found in the March E-News Connection http://www.ohioucc.org/all-project-list/
conference-ministers-reflections-2/)...An official resolution will soon be forthcoming.

Rooted and Grounded in Love - General Synod
There were 22 resolutions considered by the General Synod to offer a voice to the church about a wide range of
issues. (Go to http://ucceverywhere.org/synod/). Most of the resolutions passed. However, Resolution 8 focusing on
who should be allowed exhibit space at Synod was tabled and sent to the United Church of Christ Board for further
consideration and refinement. This was a painful decision for some who yearned for the Synod body to address this
more forthrightly in the plenary.
At issue is the question of the shape and form of our behavioral covenants with one another. In other words when we
day, “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here,” how do we protect people
(especially those who identify as LGBTQ) who have been hurt by the church and also remain gracious to the variety of
theological perspectives which such inclusivity invites? What should be the expression of love in the spaces (emotional
and physical) which we inhabit together? How do we leave room for the Holy Spirit to work in the midst of such diversity
and also not be party to further hurt? This, of course, is not simply a conversation for the General Synod. It is a vital
question for any gathering of faith that we call church (local, association and conference).
In my own experience of ministry, growth has happened most powerfully when those who have been marginalized are
affirmed and welcomed and made safe, while at the same time fostering safe space for folks to grow who may be at very
different places on a wide range of things. This is a delicate and often exhausting work. It is why the prayer from
Ephesians matters so much. Apart from a deep drenching of God’s Holy Spirit of love such spaces are hard to maintain.
Yet with that same grounding I have seen real transformation arise. I wonder what your experience has been of
fostering this kind of sacred space in the communities of which you are a part. Is there an insight you might have to
offer the church at large? If so, I hope you will share it with me so that I may share it with the wider church.
Just one more thing. If you didn’t get a chance to go to General Synod and want to see some of the sights and sounds
I invite you to check out the General Synod YouTube Channel...(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PL6VgfHt6zEy7DVkQMy-HxeKJAlMnVflUA).

Rooted and Grounded in Love - Caring for our Common Ground
There were no less than five resolutions from the General Synod dealing with climate change and its impact on the
human family (migration) and the whole creation. A specific call to not use Styrofoam was issued as a very important
practical step that local churches and individuals can take that will help reduce its impact on the oceans and on our food
chain. Other resolutions including support for the Green New Deal and the Energy
Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act were passed. These resolutions could not be
timelier for our Conference as we anticipate our Annual Gathering, Caring for Our
Common Ground - Loving Creation, on September 27-28, in Westerville, Ohio. I
hope you have marked your calendar and are already planning to come.
So, dear friends, may you be rooted and grounded in love so that you may have
power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, so that you may know the love of Christ and be filled with all the fullness
of God. Ephesians 3 - paraphrased.
-Pastor Dave
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PRAYERS FOR PILGRIMS
MaryAnn R. & Donna F., adjusting to their new residences.
Donna P., at Bath Estates, recovering from surgery after a fall.
The Opritza & York families as they mourn the loss of Judson, husband, father, & son-in-law.

To help authorities find missing women and children!
To those who are able to keep Pilgrim looking beautiful on the inside & outside!
Gratefulness for all God’s blessings in our lives each day.
That it is safe to worship - no matter the faith - anywhere.
Craig, as he endures chemo and radiation for brain cancer.
The children separated from their parents at our border.
Our countries politicians and legal leaders to make the fair, unconditional decisions for all people.

Stewardship
Hope Homes Foundation is celebrating 56 years as a housing ministry for people with developmental
disabilities and other special needs, and we would like to invite you to attend our . . .
2nd Annual Food Truck Round Up
Friday, August 9th, 2019 from 5-9 p.m.
at Hope Center
2300 Call Road, Stow, Ohio.
Free Community Event!
Food Trucks, Craft Beer & Local Wine, Artisan Items for Sale
Free Children’s Activities:
Inflatable's, Games, Face Painting, & More
Music - Food, and Fun for the Entire Family
For more information, call 330-686-5342 or 330-244-6327

THE WAY

“I am the way…”

John 14:6

THEWAY

“I am the way…” John 14:6
This year’s stewardship theme, “I am the way…” takes shape from this passage in John 14:6, when Jesus said to
Thomas:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to God except through me.”
We share a particular way of being Christian and being church. We are not alone. The early Christian movement was
known internally as well as to its persecutors at the Way (Acts 9). The life of faith is a way of being human, a way of
interpreting, a way of practicing, and a way of living.
• The wisdom tradition of the faith often spoke of the Way. “God watches over the way of the righteous.” (Psalm 1:6)


The prophetic tradition of the faith also refers to faith as a Way.
“Prepare the way of our God, make straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 40)
• Jesus refers to himself and his commitment to a cruciform Way of life as, “I am the way ….” (John 14:6)
 Paul advising the early church in Corinth being torn asunder with division counsels that in the way of love, he would show them

“a more excellent way.” (I Corinthians 12:31)

You are invited to reflect on this shared way and how we individually and collectively are stewards of this way.
Stewarding your faith community by pledging your support allows the church to plan the way forward. And, this year,
be reminded that giving is a way to participate in a church community striving to live in such a way that the reign of
God becomes real in each of us and is extended to others through us.
For indeed, the journey to generosity is the way of Jesus.
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THANK YOU’S
Dear Pastor Kirk,
Thank you so very much for allowing us to utilize your church space for our Suzuki lessons. The work we do
weekly with our wonderful children and their families, enable them to go out into the community with their
music. Our students perform for community events such as the Akron Police Association memorial
scholarship fundraiser, Akron Children’s Hospital as well as at area churches, foodbanks and nursing homes.
Our students also perform with various area youth orchestras within the schools and community. Without
seeing them on a weekly basis, we would be unable to prepare our students for varied community
performances that they - and we - are asked to participate in.
Enclosed, please find our contribution for the 2019-2020 academic year to be used in whatever way you
need. We appreciate the use of your church and make an effort to treat all spaces with respect - keeping
things neat and tidy after each class. Thanks again for making us feel so welcome in your church
community. We look forward to sharing our music with you congregation again this year!
Most Sincerely,
Marlene Moses, Director
Western Reserve Suzuki School
Photo by <a href="/photographer/dsidwell-67421">dsidwell</a> from <a href="https://images.com/">FreeImages</a>

Dear Pilgrim UCC,
Thank you for your generous gift of July 15th. As Hope Homes Foundations celebrates
our 56th anniversary as a local housing ministry, we are especially grateful for partners
like you who are building Hope Homes for the future. ...
With your contribution, you are positively impacting more than 125 individuals with DD in
Summit, Stark, Wayne and Warren counties. Your gift will be put to work immediately to
support Hope Homes Foundation’s daily operations and develop new programs and
housing opportunities.
We look forward to sharing our accomplishments with your through our quarterly newsletter, website www.hopehomes.org and social media (Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn).
Thank you!
With warm regards,
Paul Herrera, CEO

Dear Pilgrim UCC,
On behalf of those we serve, Family Promise of Summit County extends a sincere thank you for
your tax-deductible donation of $198.45 from Pilgrim’s 2nd quarter benevolence giving. It is the
generosity of our support congregations that allows us to fulfill our mission to help homeless families
with children stay together and achieve sustainable independence.
The average age of a homeless person in the United States is nine years old. According to a study
by the National center on Family Homelessness, one in every 30 children - or about 2.5 million - experience homelessness every year. Currently, tight here in Summit County, there are 153 homeless
families with children on a waiting list for shelter; families and children in need of our assistance. As
the only organization in the county serving the homeless that keeps families together, everyday we
work to alleviate the trauma of homelessness and assist families in securing a stable home environment.
Once again, thank you for your support!
Sincerely,
Jeffrey E. Wilhite, Executive Director
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Nikole L. Dack, Development & Marketing Coordinator

SALE
An HP Laser Jet 400 Color MFPM475dn printer is available that has been in the
church office since the fall of 2013. It has been set to the factory settings, has four
toner cartridges within, and four new cartridges that are available. Interested?
Contact: Dan Gerstenberger at papagberger@gmail.com

AVAILABLE
Do you know anyone who is in need of a motorized wheelchair?
Contact Polly McCallum for more information at 330-283-8333!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Seeds of Literacy is looking for volunteers for the East location, 13815 Kinsman Rd.,
Cleveland, OH 44120. Seeds of Literacy tutors work with adults instead of children.
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Farrer, Volunteer Coordinator, at
216-661-7950 x115 or at sharonfarrer@seedsofliteracy.org.
See the bulletin board for the posted flyer received for more information.

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION

Are you interested in seeing Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat?
If so, Marilyn Freeman, Faith Formation Director is organizing a group outing.
Let her know that you are interested.
TREASURER’S REPORT
End of June 2019
Income:
Expenses:

$ 83,000.00
$103,000.00 Difference: $20,000.00

Thank you to everyone for keeping current on your offerings.
John Richards, Treasurer
AUGUST 18, 2019 @ 2:00 p.m.
A MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SOCIAL HALL FOR ALL GROUPS THAT USE
PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST.
GOOD NEIGHBORS ANNUAL SCHOOL DRIVE
JULY 30TH & AUGUST 1ST
CASH DONATIONS are need by JULY 30TH, to be used to PURCHASE CLOTHING & SCHOOL
SUPPLIES for children in need within our area.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES Needed: (Drop off 8 a.m.— 2 p.m. on Tuesdays & Thursdays)
Loose-leaf College Ruled Notebook Paper
Glue Bottles
Markers
Loose-leaf Wide Ruled Notebook Paper
Colored Pencils
Dry Erase
Markers
Index Cards
Blue Pens
Pouches (zippered pencil)
Composition Books
Highlighters
Pencil Sharpeners
College Ruled Spiral Notebooks
Volunteers are needed! Call Alice B. 330-620-3454 to be scheduled as a volunteer!
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ

August 2019 ~ Calendar

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS Camp

12-1 pm Come to
Lunch, Social Hall

7–9 pm EA, AL

3
8:00 pm AA, SH

4

5

6

7

8

9

10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS Camp

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS Camp

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS Camp
11:00am Staff Mtg.

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS Camp

12-1 pm Come to
Lunch, Social Hall
Last Day!

12-1 pm Come to
Lunch, Social Hall

6:00 pm FF-Patio
Picnic @ Marilyn’s
8 pm BHG AA, HR

Saturday

7–9 pm EA, AL

10
8:00 pm AA, SH

11:45 am Picnic,
Praise & Prayer,
Lion’s Park
12-1 pm Come to
Lunch, Social Hall
3-8pm WRSSViolin, AL, CL

11

12

13

14

15

10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

NO AMMS Camp

NO AMMS Camp

NO AMMS Camp

NO AMMS Camp

16

11:45 am Stewardship
meeting, HR

6:30 pm Diaconate
meeting, AL

8 pm BHG AA, HR

3-8pm WRSSViolin, AL, CL

7–9 pm EA, AL

5:00 p.m. Sept.
Spire DEADLINE

17
12 Noon - 3 pm AA Akron Multi-District
Mtg., AL
8:00 pm AA, SH

6:30 pm Trustees
meeting, HR

18

19

20

21

22

23

10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS-In Service
CR, AL

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS-In Service
CR, AL

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS-In Service

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS-In Service

8:00 am - 3:00 p.m
AMMS-In Service,
CR, AL

6:30 p.m. Council
Meeting, HR

5-8pm AMMS-Back
to School, CR, SH

3-7pm WRSSViolin, CL

7–9 pm EA, AL

8 pm BHG AA, HR

3-7pm AMMSParent/Kindergarten
Orientation, SH

27

28

2:00 pm Meeting for
Building Users, Social
Hall

25

26

10:30 am Worship, SA
11:30 am Fellowship, SH

AMMS - 1st Day of
School

AMMS=Absorbent Minds Montessori School
AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
BHG=Broad Highway Group
CS=Cub Scouts
EA=Emotions Anonymous
FF=Faith Formation
GS=Girl Scouts
9WRSS=Western Reserve Suzuki School

8:00 pm AA, SH

30

31

11:45 am Picnic,
Praise & Prayer,
Lion’s Park
8 pm BHG AA, HR

Group Key:

29

24

3-7pm WRSSViolin, CL

7–9 pm EA, AL

8:00 pm AA, SH

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Library
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery

RGR=Rev. Greene
Room
SA=Sanctuary
SH=Social Hall

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

August 2019 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce,
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman,
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Kyle Kelvington,
kelvingtonk@gmail.com
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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