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CONTACT INFORMATION
Office:
Phone:
Fax:

330.928.4847
330.928.1017

Staff & E-Mail:

Reverend Kirk Bruce

Pastor:

pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net

Faith Formation Director:

Marilyn Freeman

pilgrimce@ameritech.net

Music Director:

Kyle Kelvington

kelvingtonk@gmail.com

Secretary:

Kelly Gerstenberger

pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

Website:

www.pilgrimcf.org

You’ll find electronic versions of The
Pilgrim Spires; Calendar; Facility Use
Policies; Wedding & Funeral Information;
Act-It UP! Community Theatre; History
and more!

The Pilgrim Spire is published once a

month. If you have something to share
with your fellow Pilgrims, please contact
the church office to have it included in the
next edition of . . . The Pilgrim Spire.
An electronic version of the Monthly Spire
is available by email, if you would like to
save postage. Just contact the church
office.
Address changes? Contact the office.

Thank you!

The concept of debt for some, is merely a challenge.
How do I get away from it? How long can I quit paying
before they catch up to me? This fault filled approach to life
is about getting something for nothing. My grandpa always
told me, “When you try to get something for nothing, you end
up getting nothing for something.”
We are all debtors in life. Who among us paid for our
own birth? Which one of us put out the dollars for our child
rearing? Who among us has not changed lanes on the
expressway without looking and then been graced by the fact
the lane was empty? We are debtors. We have been given
a gift we did not earn. The goal of life is not to pay for that
debt, but to pass along the gift. The goal of life is to pass
along the gift, that we have received, and to teach
others how to pass it along as well. This is the purpose of
our faith: to help us to see the gift and to teach us how to
pass it along to others.
Robert Orben is a humorist and comedy writer. He has
numerous great quotes like, “Live your life so that if someone
says 'Be yourself' it's good advice.” But the one that speaks
to me is this one: “More than ever before, Americans are
suffering from back problems, back taxes, back rent, back
auto payments.” Our struggles come from our failure to
acknowledge that we are debtors and our reluctance to make
any efforts towards that debt. Our faith reminds us Christ
suffered for us incurring a debt we cannot repay. Yes, he
paid the debt. But, that does not free us from the
responsibility to work and share and love and make a
difference. That is what Christ wants us to do to repay him.
That is what our faith calls us to.
See you Sunday!
Shalom,
Pastor Kirk
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Happy
Anniversary

Happy Birthday

Date—Name (Years)
08/06-Mark & Penny Petrusky (41)
08/12-Jack & Lois Bruce (62)
08/13-Dan & Kathleen Stimmel (13)
08/24-Dan & Kelly Gerstenberger (39)

Meetings are open to all!
Diaconate: Monday, August 6 @ 6:30 p.m.
Faith Formation:
DATE & TIME - To Be Announced!
Picnic at Marilyn Freeman’s
Music Committee:
Sunday, August 12 @ 11:30 a.m.
Stewardship: Sunday, August 12 @ 11:45 a.m.
Trustees: Monday, August 13 @ 6:30 p.m.

Date—Name (Child’s Age)
08/01 - Jaden Sandlin (17)
08/07 - Avery Haller (6)
08/07 - Vera Subichin (1)
08/08 - Daniel DeHart
08/08 - Sara Mohn
08/10 - Gary DeHart
08/12 - Sophie Ing (14)
08/14 - John Howell
08/15 - Meghan Howell
08/16 - Simon Howell (4)
08/16 - Becky Sandlin
08/20 - Mary Ann Reiser
08/22 - Sue Gillman
08/27 - Jaden Haller (15)
08/29 - Evelyn Ing

Council (Official Board):
Monday, August 20 @ 7:00 p.m.

A Note from the Treasurer . . . John Richards
As of May 31, 2018:
Income: $74,500

Expense: $88,500

Looking forward . . . August 12, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. Great Summer Serve of Youth

Staff Vacations
Marilyn Freeman, Faith Formation Director

Sept. 30

Cuyahoga Falls Good Neighbors Annual School Drive
July 31st, August 1st & 2nd
Items needed are posted on the bulletin boards! Will you lend a hand up?
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PRAYERS FOR PILGRIMS
Please Pray For. . .
The Stanley family healing of family members hurt in an automobile accident, grieving the loss of a
dear cousin.
Mark McCullough who father passed away July 4th.
The family of Jeff Thompson memorial service on Saturday, July 28th.
David Filing, hospitalized with heart & kidney issues.
Polly Tucker, was a 4th grade Newberry & Dewitt teacher, having medical issues.

People to find their humanity, with all people being human beings first. Let us strive to be Christian.
A member with a new health issue added to her chronic conditions. Help her to cope and not give
up.
Our son, a father trapped in addiction. Pray for a miracle.
The children separated from their parents at our border.
Daughter-in-law with cancer, lymphoma, a mother of young children. Pray for healing and comfort
for the family.
Marsha, a dear friend for over 40 years, and her struggle with mental illness.
All who vacation this summer to find time to reconnect with their families.

Faith Formation
Do you know someone who is dealing with a health issue that may need support?
Prayer Shawls are available. Please see Marilyn Freeman.
The August Take Home Faith Activity is a real simple one. Every family will receive a “Flat Jesus.”
You are to take Jesus with you on your summer journeys — parks, picnics, vacations, the pool
— anywhere and everywhere. Take a picture of your family with flat Jesus and text/e-mail it
back to me (Marilyn Freeman) or the church office. We will print out and post all of the places
Jesus goes! Jesus is always with us! If you need a flat Jesus, contact Marilyn Freeman.
https://algomadeanery.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/flat-jesus1.jpg

Picnic, Praise & Prayer
Behold! We do a NEW thing! Need to get out in the fresh air and enjoy nature? Want to gather
with some friends for a simple lunch? I have a plan for that. Wednesday, August 8th, at 11:45 am
we will meet in the parking lot at Lions Park, 641 Silver Lake Ave., and find a place to gather for
lunch. If it rains, we will meet the following day. We are keeping it simple, so bring a sack lunch with
you bottled beverage and a folding lawn chair. You may also drive through your favorite fast food
place. If someone just insists on bringing a dessert to share, I’m sure we would not refuse it!
We will try to keep the location easily accessible and offer assistance to carry chairs, etc., as
needed. There will be fellowship and food, followed by a time of devotions, scripture, reflection,
perhaps some simple chair yoga, easy stretching, and prayer. I will be using a wonderful book I
discovered (which prompted this idea), “Forty Days with the Holy Spirit: Fresh Air for Every Day”, by
Jack Levison.
Devotion/Prayer time will happen 12:15 – 12:35 so if you can join us on your scheduled lunch time
from work, please do! See you in the park August 8th!
Faith Formation:
DATE & TIME - To Be Announced!

Picnic at Marilyn Freeman’s

The Pilgrim Garden can always use some tending.
If you want to practice your Green Thumb —
or have some ideas about what we should plant, please see Marilyn Freeman.
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Faith Formation
Spirit
Of
Service

Spirit of Service July 17th - 19th 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to everyone who participated and donated to the. . .

Spirit of Service: Celebrating What Is Right In the World
July 17 - 19, 2018 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Faith Formation Board - Evelyn Ing, Mitzi Stanley & Marilyn Freeman, Director
The results:
10 - Chemo Bags; 25 Church World Service School Bags; 15 Blessing Bags; & 10 Tied Blankets

BLESSING JAR —
My Blessings: And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light
to rule the night.
Genesis 1:16
My Blessings: But He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as
gold.
Job 23:10
My Blessings: And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus.
My Blessing: That I am able to work in my gardens and see the beauty each day. Breathe taking!

Free Community Lunch
FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH (FCL)
FCL will take off the month of August.

On September 8, 2018 FCL will begin serving meals!

Stewardship Board
Watch for Pilgrim’s next offering - Neighbors In Need !
This will take place Sunday, October 7, 2018 during worship.
Thank you in advance for your consideration, prayer and generous offerings.
Materials will be available in September.
Are you interested in the direction of the United Church of Christ? Or would like to know more about
the United Church of Christ? Perhaps you are interested in how the United Church of Christ is
supporting issues of Justice and Hospitality. The national website: www.ucc.org and
EOA/WRA website: eoawraucc.org has an abundance of information available.
Thank You’s
Dear Friends of Hope,
Thank you for your generous gift dated June 30, 2018. As Hope Homes Foundation celebrates our 55th
anniversary as a local housing ministry, we are especially grateful for faithful partners like you who are
building Hope Homes for the future.
This letter certifies that no good or services, in whole or in part, were provided in exchange for your
tax-deductible donation...other than the joy of giving to a foundation whose mission is to provide safe,
accessible and affordable housing for people with developmental disabilities and other special needs.
With your contribution, you are positively impacting the quality of life and housing for more than 123
individuals with DD in Summit, Stark, Wayne and Warren counties. Your gift will be put to work immediately
to support Hope Homes; daily operations and develop new program and housing
opportunities.
We look forward to sharing our accomplishments with you through our quarterly newsletter, website and
social media (Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn). Thanks again.
With warm regards, Paul Herrera, CEO
Food Truck Round-Up - Friday, August 10th 4 - 8 p.m. Fundraiser for Hope Homes Foundation!
[[[[REMINDER CARDS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE & IN THE SANCTUARY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS]]]]
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MORE - Thank You’s
Dear Pilgrim United Church of Christ:
Meet a few of the children you help with your gift.
“S” is 9. She is a self-harmer. She was trafficked by her father for drug money.
“D” is 14. He has a brain trauma from an abuse incident in his home when he was quite young. His mother has serious
mental health issues and his father is in prison; they do not have parental rights.
“J” is 8. He is autistic and has complicated difficulties due to years of neglect.
“L” is 6. Her family is intact and stable but she displays behaviors that worry her older siblings and parents. Her family
and Crossroad are working together to provide the help she needs.
In residential services and at our school, Crossroad Academy, these children ages six and up who are struggling with
emotional and mental health issues. In community wraparound and outpatient services, they may be younger, In 2017,
we treated more than 400 children, nearly 150 per day. Our most recent annual outcomes reveal more than 61%
witnessed domestic violence, 46% are victims of sexual abuse, 57% have a parent with psychiatric diagnoses, 50% are
special education students, and 54% have a parent with a substance abuse problem. Children in our services often have
multiple traumatizing factors in their lives. Along with their emotional and mental health issues, they may also be
diagnosed with autism, brain trauma, medical fragility, learning disorders, or as Mentally Retarded/Developmentally
Disabled.
What do they all have in common? They are just kids: kids who have unfortunately had a very difficult start to life.
You help us meet the emotional, intellectual, physical, spiritual and social needs of the complicated, challenging, and
troubled young people we serve. Our most recent annual outcomes results revealed our success rates are as good or
better than the benchmark rates in the outcomes study* in which we participate, in spite of the fact that our children have
more traumatizing factors than children treated at other providers in the study! We are not just saying we help kids, we
are proving it!
Thanks for choosing to make sure these vulnerable children grow up to have promising futures!
Thanks to our UCC-family at Pilgrim! You Do make a difference! Bless You All!
Sincerely,
Kyle Zanker
Kristi Geiger
Chief Development Officer
Development Director
*For 20 years, Crossroad has proudly participated in the IARCA (Indiana Association of Resources and Child Advocacy)
Outcomes Project. It is one of the largest outcomes projects in the country measuring results for children in services
and prompting program improvement.
Dear Friends:
It’s more than a gift...It’s a sign of your compassion. It’s an expression of your love that brings hope and joy. Most
importantly, it’s your commitment to transform what it means to age and make older adulthood a time of abundance.
With your generous gift...to Chapel Hill Community, a resident faces each new day with a sense of community,
wholeness and peace. Your support matters. Thank you for joining us in our mission.
United Church Homes is passionate about its future where personal and spiritual growth have no age or income
limits. We continue to maintain the promise of benevolent care, access to affordable housing and quality healthcare
services consistent with our nonprofit, faith-based foundation. Your relationship with us matters, and we kindly thank
you for taking part in this meaningful journey.
One of our core values is honest, fiscal stewardship. We promise you that your gift will be used to better the lives of
the people we serve. Thank you.
With Gratitude,
Rev. Beth Long-Higgins, Executive Director, Ruth Frost Parker Center for Abundant Aging,
P.S. Visit unitedchurchhomes.org and facebook.com/UnitedChurch Homes to learn more about the
Spirit that drives United Church Homes and check out abuntantaging.org for upcoming events and resources for congregations.

Dear Friends in Christ:
Thank you for your gift received on 7/3/2018 in support of the United Church of Christ’s
Emergency USA fund. We are deeply grateful for your donation.
On behalf of the United Church of Christ, thank you! Thank you for being inspired by God’s grace, for
partnering with us in loving our neighbors and uniting with us to build a just world for all.
Faithfully,
Nichole M. Collins
Associate Director, Annual Giving and Special Events
Office of Philanthropy, Technology, Identity, and Communications
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AND MORE - Thank You’s
Dear Pilgrim United Church of Christ,
On behalf of those we serve, Family Promise of Summit County extends a sincere thank you for your
tax-deductible donation...for Pilgrim’s 2nd quarter benevolence giving. It is the generosity of our support
congregations that allows us to fulfill our mission to help homeless families with children stay together and
achieve sustainable independence.
The average age of a homeless person in the United States is nine years old. According to
a study by the National Center on Family Homelessness, one in every 30 children - or about 2.5
million - experience homelessness every year. Currently right here in Summit County, there are 72
homeless families with children on a waiting list for shelter; families and children in need of our
assistance. As the only organization in the county serving the homeless that keeps families
together, every day we work to alleviate the trauma of homelessness and assist families in securing a stable
home environment.
Once again, thank you for your support!
Sincerely,
Jeffrey E. Wilhite, Executive Director
Nikole L. Dack, Development & Marketing Coordinator

An Invitation
Dear Pilgrim United Church of Christ,
As part of community outreach support series, Danbury Senior Living of Cuyahoga Falls is excited about a new
program we are offering and would like to extend an invitation for our “Lunch and Learn” program and our monthly
memory care support groups to your congregation, friends, family and staff.
These are free programs, presented by the Alzheimer’s Association, and Danbury Cuyahoga Falls on “Effective
Communication Strategies” which is geared towards helping better support family caregivers of those with memory loss.
We hope you will join us for this informative “Lunch and Learn” being held at Danbury Senior Living, 1695 Queens
Gate Circle, Cuyahoga Falls. Due to limited seating, please call to reserve your seat by August 1st. 330-928-6757.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Langer-Champlin, Executive Director
Date: August 8, 2018

Trustees
The Trustee Chair, Dan G. has decided to wait to install the steeple lights
until after the painting is completed and the availability to schedule an aerial lift.
Please Thank Chuck Stanley for the repairs made Tuesday, July 17th
to the outside wall near the ramp door to the sanctuary!
Three quotes are in for the patching, sealing & striping of the parking lot.
The Trustees will be deciding on which company and a date to begin soon.
If you have questions, speak to Dan, Chuck, John, Steve or Carol.
Please Thank Joel Stanley for trimming 6 - 8 inches from the back of the shrubs around the
church on Thursday, July 19th for the pressure washing and painting to take place.
Ohio Painting & Pressure Wash Inc. began power washing on Friday, July 20th & Saturday, July
21st. On Monday, July 23rd the base coat started to be applied to the south side of the education
wing. The windows have been covered for protection from paint spills and drips. Depending on the
weather cooperating, the work will continue for approximately 3 weeks.
If any member or friend of Pilgrim would like to donate specifically to this endeavor,
please write “PAINT” on the line following “Other” on your monthly or weekly envelopes.
LASTLY, if you find something in- or out-side of the Pilgrim that needs attention, locate a blue form
on the clip board in the large basket in the kitchen near the fire extinguisher. Then slip the form
under the “Church Office” door. The Trustees will be advised of any issues by the secretary.
Thank You!
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Pilgrim

August 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Room Key:
AL=Adult Library
AT=Attic
C=Classroom
CL=Children’s Lib.
HR=Heritage Room
K=Kitchen
MR=Music Room
N=Nursery
RGR=Rev. Greene
Room

SA=Sanctuary
SH=Social Hall
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10:30 am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am
Fellowship, SH

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Under the
Sea Day Camp

6:30 pm Diaconate
Mtg., AL

8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

13

12

Group Key:
AMMS=
Absorbent Minds
Montessori School
AA=Alcoholics
Anonymous

BHG=Broad Highway
Group
EA=Emotions
Anonymous
FF=
Faith Formation
GS=Girl Scouts
WRSS=Western
Reserve Suzuki
School

Wednesday

1
8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Fairytales Day Camp
11 am Staff Mtg.

4

8 am - 6 pm
Set-up Subichin
Birthday Party,
SH

8 am - 6 pm
Subichin Birthday
Party, SH

8

9

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Under the
Sea Day Camp
11 am - 8 pm WRSS
Cello Lessons, AL

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS-Under the
Sea Day Camp
11:45 am Picnic,
Praise & Prayer,
Lions Park
11 am - 8 pm
WRSS Cello &
Violin Lessons,
AL, CL, N

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Under the
Sea Day Camp

14

15

16

11 am - 8 pm WRSS
Cello Lessons, AL

11 am - 8 pm
WRSS Cello &
Violin Lessons,
AL, CL, N

19

20

21

8 am - 3 pm AMMS
Teacher’s InService, CR

8 am - 3 pm AMMS
1:30 - 7 pm
Teacher’s In-Service, WRSS - Violin
CR & AL
Lessons, CL
5:30 - 8 pm AMMS Meet the Teacher’s
Night, SH (Back-Up)

7:00 pm Council
Mtg., HR

8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

26

27

28

10:30am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am Team #4Fellowship, SH

AMMS - First Day of
School

8:00 pm AA, SH

10

8 am - 6 pm Broad
Highway AA Group
- Convention, SH,K

8:00 pm AA, SH

17
5:00 p.m.
DEADLINE
September
SPIRE!

7–9 pm EA, AL

22

23

24

8 am - 8 pm AMMS
Set-Up & Clean-Up
Kindergarten & New
Parent Orientation

8 am - 3 pm
AMMS Teacher’s
In-Service, CR &
AL

5-8 pm Donato’s
Nite, State Rd. &
Chestnut Blvd.

1:30 - 7 pm
WRSS-Violin
Lessons, CL

7–9 pm EA, HR

12 Noon - 3 pm
AA - Akron MultiDistrict Mtg., AL

25

8:00 pm AA, SH

7–9 pm EA, HR

30

18

8:00 pm AA, SH

5:30 - 7:30 pm AMMS
- Kindergarten & New
Parent Orientation, SH

29

11

7-9pm EA, HR

6 - 8 pm CS #3186
Den Mtgs., AL, CL,
N, CR
8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

7

3

7

8 pm Broad Highway
AA Group, HR

Saturday

8:30 am - 3 pm
AMMS - Fairytales
Day Camp

7-9pm EA, HR

6:30 pm Trustees
Mtg., AL

Friday

2

11 am - 8 pm
WRSS - Cello,
Violin Lessons
AL, CL, N

8am The Great
Summer Serve, Orwell
UCC
10:30 am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am FellowshipFCL, SH
11:30am Music
Committee Mtg. RGR
11:45am Stewardship
Mtg., HR

10:30am Worship,
SA-Rev. K. Bruce
11:30am Team #3Fellowship, SH

Thursday

31

Pilgrim United Church of Christ †
130 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Address Correction Requested

August 2018 The Pilgrim Spire
Sunday Schedule:
10:30 am Worship
Nursery Care available
11:30 am Fellowship

Contact us at:
www.pilgrimcf.org
330.928.4847

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Kirk Bruce,
pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net
Faith Formation Director
Marilyn Freeman,
pilgrimce@ameritech.net
Music Director
Kyle Kelvington,
kelvingtonk@gmail.com
Secretary
Kelly Gerstenberger,
pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net
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