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From An Old-Time Christmas by Helen Steiner Rice & Virginia J. Ruehlmann, published by  
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1997, page 83. 
 

 
 

The Three Wise Men 
  
 The first gift giving in celebration of the birthday  of Jesus was 
done by the three wise men when they presented their gifts of gold,  
frankincense, and myrrh to the Christ Child in the manger.  The 
Magi, or wise men from the East, are identified as Balthasar, Caspar, 
and Melchior.  In presenting their gifts to the Christ Child, the three 
kings were acknowledging Him as the King of Kings!   
 
 The first gift, precious gold, was associated with the authority 
of kings, and its shiny brightness represents the everlasting Light of 
the World-Jesus. 
 
 The  second gift, the rare resin, frankincense, was burned at 
holy and sacred occasions. 
 
 The third gift, myrrh, another rare resin, was used by the  
Hebrews in preparing the dead for burial and was a prediction of the 
death of Christ 
 

 

 

New Thoughts For A New Year 
Rev. Kirk Bruce 



*all who are able may stand 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
A Caring Church for Thinking People 

Sunday, January 7, 2018  †  The Baptism of Christ  
 

THE PRELUDE       On the Lake    Heinrich Hofmann 
 

 
*HYMN (Red Hymnal)  All Praise to Thee, For Thou, Oh King Divine        No. 147 
 

OPENING OURSELVES TO GOD 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 29) 
One:   Ascribe to the Lord all glory and strength. 
  All:   We shall sing to the one whose voice thunders  above the waters. 
One:   For He is all powerful and majestic. 
  All:   Let us sing our praises to the Lord and live abundantly in God’s peace. 
 
*THE INVOCATION, OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)            Sandi Ignizio 
       We come this day O Lord, to be reminded of your presence here in our 
midst.  You are forever present, always loving, always guiding, and always 
blessing.  You are here to teach us how to live life so we draw the most out of it.  
You are here to love us when we fail and to celebrate with us when we succeed.  
Hear us now as we pray together the prayer your Son taught us, “Our  Father . . . 
”[debt, debtors] 
     
*THE GLORIA PATRI (Red Hymnal)                                             No. 513 
 

 OPENING OURSELVES TO GOD AND EACH OTHER 
 
*GREETING EACH OTHER IN CHRIST 
 
OUR LIFE TOGETHER                Rev. Kirk W. Bruce 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                Rev. Kirk W. Bruce 
     Faith Focus    Following the Star—The Wisemen 
 
ANTHEM:         As the Deer         Martin Nystrom 

Pilgrim Choir  
 

 

WE GIVE TO GOD 
 
AN OFFERTORY INVITATION 
 
THE OFFERTORY          Deep River            H.T. Burleigh 
 
*THE DOXOLOGY (Red Hymnal)                      No. 515 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CALL TO PRAYER 
(Black Hymnal)            What A Friend We Have in Jesus (verse 1)         No. 506 
 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!  What a privilege 
to carry everything to God in prayer!  Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh, what 
needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN (Black Hymnal)    You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore        No. 173 
 

 GOD GIVES TO US  
 
SCRIPTURES     Proverb 4:25 - 27  (page 550)            Sandi Ignizio 

  Matthew 11:25 - 30 (page 10) 
  
SERMON                    New Thoughts For A New Year              Rev. Kirk W. Bruce 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD WITH SERVICE 

 
*HYMN (Red Hymnal)       O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing        No.  223 
 
*THE BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     Spirit Song                                 John Wimber 
        (We invite you to join hands as we sing)  
Oh, let the Son of God enfold you with His spirit and His love.   Let Him fill your 
heart and satisfy your soul.  Oh, let Him have the things that hold you, and His 
Spirit like a dove Will descend upon your life and make you whole.  He’ll de-
scend upon you life and make you whole. 
 
POSTLUDE            Praise Be Almighty God       J.S. Bach 
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CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, January 7, 2018 - The Baptism of Christ 
9:00 a.m. Pilgrim Choir Rehearsal, Heritage Room 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service - Rev. Kirk Bruce, Sanctuary  
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour - Team #1 

 

Monday, January 8, 2018 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Summit County Teen Institute, Social Hall 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #840, A.T.T.T.C 
6:30 p.m. Trustees Board meeting, Heritage Room 
6:30 p.m. Diaconate Board meeting, Adult Library 

 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 
10:30 a.m. Bible Study, Adult Library 

6:30 - 8:15 p.m. Knit & Crochet, Rev. Greene Room 
7:00 p.m. Faith Formation, Adult Library 

8:00 p.m. Fellowship of the Spirit Alcoholics Anonymous (FOTS AA), Heritage Room 
 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Office 

2:15 - 9:00 p.m. Western Reserve Suzuki School - Violin & Cello Lessons, 
Adult Library, Children’s Library, & Nursery 

6:00 p.m. Hand Bell Rehearsal, Music Room 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study, Heritage Room 

 

Thursday, January 11, 2018 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Cub Scout Den Meetings, Adult Library, Children’s Library, & Nursery 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Emotions Anonymous, Heritage Room 
 

Friday, January 12, 2018 
5:00 p.m. ANNUAL REPORTS DUE - BOARD & COMMITTEE CHAIRS & STAFF, Secretary’s Office 

 

Saturday, January 13, 2018 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Free Community Lunch, Kitchen & Social Hall 

11:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. Western Reserve Suzuki School - Cello Lessons, Children’s Library 
8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous, Social Hall 

 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 - 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00 a.m. Pilgrim Choir Rehearsal, Heritage Room 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service - Rev. Kirk Bruce, Sanctuary  
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour, Team #2 

11:30 a.m. Healing Service - R. Earle, Sanctuary 
11:30 a.m. Music Committee meeting, Rev. Greene Room 

2:45 - 5:15 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #501, Adult Library 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #169, Adult Library 

 

Monday, January 15, 2018 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
6:30 p.m. Community Connections Committee meeting, Adult Library 

7:00 p.m. Pilgrim Council meeting, Heritage Room 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SIGN-IN 
There are worship pads on each pew in the sanctuary.  

We joyfully welcome all visitors!          Please join us again! 

Please sign in to let us know you are worshipping with us today. 

We are so glad You are Worshiping with Pilgrim United Church of Christ!  

Pray for: 
A couple with financial issues. 
Don’s health. 
Carl’s healing from cancer. 
A member trying to adjust to additional health issues and not give up on life. 
The friends & family of Becky Woodcock, grieving her death on December 15. 
The friends & family of David Wagner, step-brother of Marilyn, grieving his death on December 21. 
The friends & family of Chandler Van Horn, grieving his death on December 21. 
The world and all its people. May we all trust God and do his will. Grant us peace and love. 
Our public servants, first responders and medical personnel. 

A Note from the Treasurer . . .  
 

Year End Statements will be distributed beginning TODAY!   Thank you! 

 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Staff 
 
 

Pastor, Rev. Kirk W. Bruce:  pilgrimpastor@ameritech.net 
 

F.F. Director, Marilyn Freeman:  pilgrimce@ameritech.net 
 

Music Director, Kyle Kelvington:  kelvingtonk@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Kelly Gerstenberger:  pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net 

Acolyte:   Thank You!   
Altar Flowers:   
 
Greeters:   Everyone present today! 
Ushers:   Thank You! 
PowerPoint:   Thank You!   
 
Liturgist:   Sandi Ignizio 
Fellowship:   Team 2 
Steeple Lighting:  “In memory of June & 
Gene Harmon.” - Elise Harmon & Kim Ray 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ’s Annual Meeting takes place . . .  

 

Sunday, January 21st at 11:30 am 
 

A light lunch will be served after the worship service in the Social Hall.   
Many important changes to be made aware of. 

 

Reminder to Board & Committee Chairs and Staff: 
 

Reports for the 2017 calendar year are due to the church secretary by Friday, January 12th at 
5:00 pm.          Thank you! 

2018 Sign-up Sheets are in the 
Social Hall on Clip Boards.   

Greatest need is in January! 

Mission Statement: 
God calls us to live our faith as disciples 

Sharing the love of God revealed through Christ 
In the community and the world. 

mailto:pilgrimoffice@ameritech.net

