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This Sunday’s scripture is about Jesus’ baptism.
Time moves fast. We just celebrated His birth, and
now He is already grown up. Our challenge is to
remember what we are doing so that we can enjoy
each moment.

Baptism is a sign, reminding us of who we are, and
what we are doing in life. Forty years ago, our
country was engaged in a war on the other side of the
world. Some of the young men who served left
behind children who grew up in a life neither
belonging to their own culture or ours. They grew
up not belonging. What a horrible feeling, not
belonging. Christ has claimed you and me.

We do belong. Christ has claimed us all -
the question is, have we claimed Him?

An active faith is all about claiming Christ.
After the Baptism of his baby brother in church, lit-
tle Johnny sobbed all the way home in the back seat
of the car. His father asked him three times what
was wrong. Finally, the boy
replied, “That priest said he wanted us brought up in
a Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys.”
All too often, that is the way our faith is, not
very active. Then we wonder why God hasn’t
helped us out. Maybe the issue isn’t God, but us.
Our baptism in the faith is not a blanket
of protection or an insurance policy.

It is a work contract. It is a choice to invest
our lives in Christ, because in doing so,
we find meaning and purpose.

It tells us who we are, but we have to act on that
decision. The choice to follow Christ is like
receiving a birthday gift. We can leave it wrapped
up neat and pretty, or we can work at it,
and discover its real beauty, the real value of the gift.
Life in Christ does require our work, but

it is an effort that is well worth it.

See you Sunday.

Shalom, Pastor Kirk
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